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Profile of the MNJTF 

MNJTF MANDATE

The Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
was established in 1994 by the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria to checkmate trans-

border armed banditry around the general 
area of Lake Chad Basin (LCB) and facilitate free 
movement along Nigeria’s North East border. 
Initially, the Force had only troops from the 
Nigerian Army but operated in liaison with the 
militaries and security agencies of the Lake Chad 
Basin Commission (LCBC) member countries. 
However, in 1998, the Force received a boost and 
was made fully multinational by the inclusion of 
Chadian and Nigerien troops who alongside their 
Nigerian counterpart had the mandate of dealing 
with common cross-border security challenges 
within the Lake Chad Region. The establishment 
of this Force completely changed the tide of 
events in the area and the insecurity in the LCB 
was significantly doused until 2009 when the 
Boko Haram group surfaced within the general 
area. This plunged the LCB back into a state of 
insecurity as the bandits and other cross-border 
criminal gangs that earlier operated within the LCB 
provided the recruitment base for the insurgents.  
 
In 2014, the spate of Boko Haram activities 
heightened leading to the displacement of 
communities as well as the dislodgment of some 
military locations. Coincidentally, the erstwhile 
Multinational Joint Task Force headquarters in 
Baga was overrun by the group in 2015. The 
atrocities of the Boko Haram group further led 
to the deterioration of socio-economic activities 

in the region. This necessitated the member 
nations of the LCBC to fall back on the existing 
security framework – the MNJTF. Accordingly, 
at its 484th Meeting of Heads of States and 
Governments held in Addis Ababa on 29 January 
2015, the AU Peace and Security Council decided 
to support the efforts of the LCBC Member 
States and Benin through an authorization of 
the deployment of the MNJTF. Thus, the MNJTF 
was remodeled and re- operationalized with an 
increased capacity of about 10,000 troops and 
its new Headquarters in N’Djamena – Chad. The 
new Force was mandated by the LCBC to “create 
a safe and secure environment in the areas 
affected by the activities of Boko Haram and 
other terrorist groups, in order to significantly 
reduce violence against civilians and other 
abuses, including sexual and gender-based 
violence, in full compliance with international 
law, including international humanitarian law and 
the UN HRDDP; facilitate the implementation 
of overall stabilization programmes by the 
LCBC Member States and Benin in the affected 
areas, including the full restoration of state 
authority and the return of IDPs and refugees; 
and facilitate, within the limit of its capabilities, 
humanitarian operations and the delivery of 
assistance to the affected population. The Force 
commenced operations on 30th July 2015 with 
Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria as Troop 
Contributing Countries, each having a Sector of 
Brigade strength domiciled in-country.

Create a safe and secure environment in the areas affected by the 
activities of Boko Haram and other terrorist groups, 

Facilitate the implementation of overall stabilization programmes by 
the LCBC Member States and Benin in the affected areas, including the 
full restoration of state authority and the return of IDPs and refugees.
    
Facilitate, within the limit of its capabilities, humanitarian operations 
and the delivery of assistance to the affected populations.
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MAJ GEN AK IBRAHIM
FORCE COMMANDER

From The
FORCE 

COMMANDER

It gives me great pleasure to announce 
the launch of the maiden edition of the 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 

Lake Chad Mandate Magazine 2022. This 
publication was conceived with the aim 
of keeping the global audience abreast 
of the activities of the MNJTF towards 
ensuring peace and security in the Lake 
Chad Basin (LCB) region. I believe that the 
rich contents of the magazine will spur 
meaningful and productive discourse on 
relevant issues concerning regional security 
while at the same time keeping readers 
entertained. Our esteemed readers are 
therefore warmly welcomed to explore this 
exceptional platform to peruse the efforts 
of the MNJTF in executing its mandate.  

The escalation of security threats in the LCB 
prompted the operationalization of the 
MNJTF in July 2015 with specified mandates 
to create a safe and secure environment in 
the areas affected by the activities of the 
Boko Haram and other terrorists’ groups in 
order to significantly reduce violence against 
civilians and other abuses, among others. 
Since then, the Force has continued to carry 
out kinetic and non-kinetic operations aimed 
at flushing out the insurgents from the LCB 
region while also supporting humanitarian 
operations. These efforts have been largely 
successful with significant operational gains 
against the terrorists leading to a gradual 

return to normalcy in affected communities.

As a result of the kinetic and non-kinetic 
operations of the Force, civil authority 
have been restored in some of the affected 
areas and thousands of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) and refugees have returned to 
their ancestral homes. The security attained 
has also created a conducive atmosphere 
for the conduct of humanitarian activities 
by partners facilitated by the MNJTF.

At different occasions, the returnees were 
provided with free medical services and 

Another impressive 
performance is the 
collaboration with 

strategic partners in the 
conduct of various Civil 

Military Cooperation 
(CIMIC) activities, 

which addressed the 
immediate needs of the 
resettled IDPs/refugees. 

DSS psc fdc BA(Hons) MSc GOM CM FCM FCMH MNIM

MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE
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FORCE COMMANDER
MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE

drugs, farms/fishing implements and tools, 
donations  of  educational materials, sinking 
of boreholes, reconstruction of schools’ 
and health facilities, vocational and skills 
training, youths engagements, such as 
football tournaments and schools quizzes/
debates and key leaders engagements 
among others. No doubt, the execution 
of these non-kinetic measures have 
significantly facilitated the creation of a 
conducive atmosphere, which support and 
help the population to properly resettle and 
pursue their socio-economic aspiration.

I must therefore pay tribute to the past 
Force Commanders for their initial efforts at 
laying a  solid foundation for collaboration, 
coordination and cooperation with strategic 
stakeholders and national operational 
commanders. Their collective synergy of 
efforts bequeathed a formidable Force, which 
to this day, continues to record tremendous 
successes against the insurgents. It is worthy 
of note that, despite daunting challenges, 
the MNJTF has continued to operate as a 
unique structure that serves as a model to 
other regional/multinational forces around 
the world.

Our main effort at sustained offensive and 
information operations against the terrorists 
have continued to yield successes across 
the theatre of operation. As a result, there 
were unprecedented massive defection 
and surrender of the insurgents and their 
families to the troops of the MNJTF. 

Over seven thousand terrorists and their 
families surrendered and were received, 
profiled and safely handed over to their 
national authorities for further necessary 
action. These commendable efforts were 
conducted in line with the respect for  human 
rights and international humanitarian laws, 
as regard the handling of persons associated 
with terrorism and extreme violence. 

The successes recorded by MNJTF in 
combating terrorism has been a function 
of effective collaboration and close 
coordination with its strategic and technical 
partners such as Centre for Coordination 
and Liaison (CCL), United Nations, European 
Union (EU) and African Union under close 
supervision of Lake Chad Basin Commission 
(LCBC). The EU in particular has been at 
the forefront and has been very supportive 
in offering both direct and indirect 
interventions in the areas of communication 
(C3IS), air mobility, medical services and 
CIMIC programmes with a view to ensuring 
effective execution of the MNJTF mandate 
and improving professional efficiency 
amongst the troops. Special mention must 
also be made of the training and CIMIC 
support provided by the United Kingdom 
(UK) through Operation TURUS/CCL and 
the British Military Advisory Training Team 
in Nigeria.

My sincere appreciation goes to the Chiefs 
of Defence Staff (CDSs) of the Troop 
Contributing Countries (Benin, Cameroon, 
Chad, Niger, Nigeria) for their strategic 
guidance and direction during the various 
operations across the theatre. My deep 
gratitude also goes to the Head of Mission 
for his continued support and liaison with 
other stakeholders as we embark on the 
accomplishment of the mandate. I will not 
forget to recognize our gallant troops and 
fallen heroes who have paid the supreme 
sacrifice. I pray for the repose of their souls, 
as well as speedy recovery of the wounded 
personnel.

On a final note, I wish to commend the 
members of the Editorial Board for the 
excellent job of producing the maiden 
edition of this magazine. Your efforts are 
highly appreciated. I wish you all a happy 
read.
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Lt Col ka Adegoke
CMPIO

FROM THE EDITOR

CHIEF

I                      am delighted  to  welcome our esteemed 
readers to the maiden edition of the 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 

Magazine 2022. The Magazine is designed to be 
produced annually with emphasis on the events 
and programmes of the MNJTF and support 
from its strategic partners. This maiden edition 
offers broad based information and insight into 
the activities and events of the MNJTF. These 
activities, which cut across the four Sectors of the 
Force, highlight operational achievements and 
humanitarian operations, as well as operational 
visits and other notable events. Readers will 
also be entertained with interesting stories, 
intellectually captivating articles and poems from 
across the region and beyond.

The Force continues to maintain an  impressive   
formidable posture, as it strives to accomplish 
its mandate of restoration of safe and secure 
environment in the areas affected by the 
activities of the Boko Haram and other terrorists’ 
groups among others. Thus, the Magazine will 
showcase the synergy of efforts among the 
counter-terrorism  operations  in the Lake Chad 
region. It aptly focuses on the progressive gains 
of information, media and CIMIC operations in 
galvanizing public support towards the military 
efforts in the region.
 
Other key features of this maiden edition include 
Goodwill messages from the Chiefs of Defence 
(CDS) of the TCCs, the Nigerian Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) and the Theatre Commander (TC) Joint 
Task Force (North East) Operation HADIN KAI 
(OPHK). It also features fascinating and revealing 
in-depth interviews with the Head of Mission 

(HoM) MNJTF, Force Commander (FC) MNJTF 
and Commander Sector 1 Mora (Cameroon).

At this juncture, I wish to, on behalf of the 
members of Editorial Board, expressively 
appreciate the FC MNJTF, Major General Abdul 
Khalifah Ibrahim for his direction and guidance, 
without which this publication may not have 
been possible. Likewise, my appreciation also 
goes to the Deputy Force Commander, Brigadier 
General Abdou Harouna Assoumane for his input 
and relentless support. Moreover, this Magazine 
would not have attained its creative quality 
without close supervision of the Chief of Staff 
(COS HQ MNJTF), Colonel Nana Paulin Njomo.  
 
Finally, I wish to extend my profound gratitude 
to everyone who sent in well researched articles 
and other contributions for publication.

It is noteworthy to mention that the opinions 
expressed by the contributors to the MNJTF 
Magazine are personal to the authors and do 
not reflect the official position of the MNJTF and 
its partners. Please also note that the MNJTF 
maintains a website   (www.mnjtffmm.org),   as   
well   as   Facebook ( multinational Joint Task 
Force- MNJTF) and Twitter (@MNJTFOfficial) 
accounts which as well serve as platforms for 
regular dissemination of information and receipt 
of feedback on the Force’s activities.

You are once again welcome to the maiden 
edition of the Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) Magazine 2022. I wish you an enjoyable 
and pleasant read.

IN

FSS MSS Psc Bsc MIADS MNIPR MNIM CILT
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RENE CLAUDE MEKA
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

from the

CHIEF

Goodwill Message

The official commitment of Cameroon 
in May 2014 alongside other countries 
of the Lake Chad Basin Commission 

(LCBC) and Benin Republic, witnessed the 
coming into being of the Multinational Joint 
Task Force (MNJTF), approved by  the African 
Union (AU) in 2015. This Force earmarked 
itself as an efficient instrument in the fight 
against trans- border threats, notably against 
the Boko Haram quackmire. It has allowed the 
total engagement of a regional strategy for 
the stabilisation, resilience and rekindling of 
hope in areas affected by terrorist activities. 
 
With an articulation into 04 self sustaining 
operational Sectors, the MNJTF has ushered 
the way for Forces of the respective countries 
to work together in promoting trans-border 
cooperation and improving on tactical 
coordination. Cameroon is proud to be part of 
this outfit, occupying the first sector. Through 
several robust multinational operations, 
MNJTF has considerably eroded the terrorist’s 
operational capabilities, obliging many 
affiliates to surrender. In the same vein, the 
Task Force has been enabling the populace 
to reinsert within their original homesteads. 
 
While extending the Head of State, Cameroon’s 
Commander in Chief’s warm  congratulations  
to  the  Major General, Commander of MNJTF 
and to all his entire troops, I humbly submit 
this message of encouragement, comfort and 
relentless support to the enlarged MNJTF family. 
 
I hereby testify special satisfaction to the men 

and women of valour of Sector 1 for holding 
fast for more than seven years, without losing 
a micron of their territory to a nebulous and 
elusive enemy, whose modus operandi does 
nnot respect the laws of armed conflicts and 
international humanitarian law. Additionally, 
you participated in the TURA TAKAIBANGO 
campaign within the framework of operation 
¨Hadin Kai¨ to push back Boko Haram into 
the abyss, knocking out its legendary leader 
SHEKAU. You also opened the Maiduguri – 
Banki – Amchide corridor and ensure the safety 
of humanitarian actors as well as UNDP for the 
development of the people. We say Good Job!!! 
 
Permit me at this juncture to pay an 
esteemed tribute to our courageous soldiers 
who paid the ultimate price. My sincere 
and heartfelt condolences go to their 
families and their respective fatherlands. 
 
At the wake of New Year 2022, I admonish you 
to work assiduously; be vigilant and disciplined. 
Thanks for your relentless collective effort, the 
foe will be definitely defeated and stamped out.  
 
It is therefore my pleasure to congratulate the 
FC for the publication of the first magazine 
of the MNJTF. The publication will broaden 
the awareness of the public on the MNJTF’s 
effort to restore peace and stability in the LCB. 
 

OF DEFENCE STAFF
Cameroonian Armed Forces

Lt Gen RENE CLAUDE MEKA 
Chief of Defence Staff 
Cameroonian Armed Forces

13
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MAJOR GENERAL 
SALIFOU MODY

Nigerien Armed Forces

Since the launch of the Multinational 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF) in 2015, Niger 
has demonstrated an unwavering 

commitment to all partners involved in the 
fight against violent extremism in the Lake 
Chad Basin, namely Benin, Cameroon, Nigeria 
and Chad. Niger remains forever mobilized to 
achieve community objectives. Over the past 
seven years, these sister countries have waged a 
relentless struggle against the Armed Terrorist 
Groups (ATGs) that plague the Lake Chad Basin. 
 
The concept of employing MNJTF forces has 
from the onset focused on keeping units 
from each of the four countries bordering 
the lake within their own borders while 
having the ability to support their neighbour 
in the event of exceptional situations or joint 
operations. The four Sectors thus constituted 
have worked in good synergy to considerably 
reduce the terrorist threat in the region. 
 
These tireless efforts have enabled our valiant 
people to return to their villages. This is a 
testimony that our sub-regional alliance is 
effective in bringing stability and security to our 
people. However, the work is far from over. We 
must therefore consolidate these achievements 
and move forward resolutely towards the 
total liberation of our common space from 
any form of violence that undermines the 
peace of our hard-working populations. 
 
I would like to relay the encouragement of the 
President of the Republic of Niger, Supreme 

Chief of the Nigerien Armed Forces, and 
reiterate my full satisfaction with all the forces 
involved in this coalition, which is working 
tirelessly for sub- regional stability and for the 
well-being of the people. I would like to extend 
my warmest congratulations to the valiant 
soldiers of Sector 4 whose selflessness and 
commitment have never failed. Your actions, 
marked by mastery, professionalism, sacrifice 
and self-sacrifice, have contributed significantly 
to the stabilization of our common space. 
 
This is the place to pay a vibrant tribute to your 
illustrious brothers in arms who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice to guarantee peace and 
stability. May their souls rest in peace. Our 
thoughts are with their families and comrades, 
who need all our sympathy and support. We 
must, for all the more reason, honour their 
memory by pursuing with abnegation the noble 
mission of protecting our populations and 
preserving the integrity of the national territory. 
 
I do not doubt for a moment the ability of 
our common force to defeat these terrorists 
who are now pushed into their last ditches. 
Therefore, I wish that this New Year 2022 will be 
punctuated with more success in your different 
missions.

from

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF

Maj Gen Salifou Mody 
Chief of Defence Staff 
Nigerien Armed Forces

Goodwill Message
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GENERAL LEO 
IRABOR

It is with great delight and reminiscence 
that I send this goodwill message to the 
officers and men of the Multi-National Joint 

Task Force (MNJTF), where I was privileged to 
be a Commander a few years ago. This is on 
the occasion of the Maiden Edition of MNJTF 
Magazine 2022. It is pertinent to state that 
the idea for the Magazine is a good one as it 
elucidates various activities thereby creating 
awareness on the mandate and the achievements 
of MNJTF in restoring peace and security in 
the Lake Chad region. The problems of the 
Sahel can only be solved using collaborative 
efforts. In this regard, MNJTF has continued to 
work assiduously with Joint Task Force North 
East, Operation HADIN KAI to ensure peace 
in the Lake Chad region. The improvements 
in the security disposition across our theatres 
are the result of the renewed synergy and 
vibrancy that have been fostered among our 
forces in the field with other securityagencies. 
 
The improving state of peace in the North East 
region of Nigeria and Lake Chad area in general 
can be attributed to the aggressive posture of 
troops resulting in the mass surrendering of 
Boko Haram/ISWAP members. The efforts of 
MNJTF in ensuring that cross border crimes 
inthe Lake Chad region are curtailed is worth 
commending. Also important is the Lake Chad 
Basin Strategy for the stabilization and recovery 
of the affected areas. The strategy has facilitated 
the implementation of overall stabilization 
programmes by the LCBC member  states  
including  the  restoration  of  state authority and 
the return of IDPs and refugees. It has equally 

provided solutions to the deep-rooted causes 
of the under-development and the drivers of 
violent extremism and conflicts in the Region.I am 
hopeful that its implementation will be sustained. 
 
On this note, may I applaud the efforts of the 
joint LCBC-MNJTF CivilMilitary Cooperation 
Cell for bridging the gap between military 
and civilian actors which has facilitated 
seamless delivery of humanitarian assistance 
andfurther enabled cross border economic 
activities in the Region. This is key to the 
overall efforts in stabilizing the Lake Chad 
Region. Be rest assured of the continuous 
support of the AFN to defeat threats to peace 
and security while facilitating the actualization 
of the regional stabilization mandate. 
 
Let me therefore use this medium to appreciate 
the Heads of State and Governments of LCBC 
countries for their commitment in providing the 
necessary supportto the MNJTF in achieving its 
mandate. I equally appreciate the gallant officers 
and men for their unalloyed commitment and 
dedication to restore peace and security in 
the Lake Chad Basin. Finally, I congratulate the 
Commander MNJTF and the Editorial Board for 
the laudable initiative in producing the Maiden 
MNJTF Magazine 2022. I wish the general public 
a pleasant reading experience. Thank you and 
God Bless.

from

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF
NAM psc ndc FCMH

ARMED FORCES OF NIGERIA

Gen LEO IRABOR 
Chief of Defence Staff 
Armed Forces of Nigeria

Goodwill Message
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Abakar Abdelkerim Daoud
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

from the

CHIEF

Goodwill Message

I salute the creation of this magazine worthy to carry high the torch 
of the Multinational Joint Task Force which has done an enormous 
amount of work for the benefit of the fight against terrorism. The 

creation of this magazine comes at a time when the communication 
weapon is becoming more and more decisive on the international 
scene with a view to definitively eradicate terrorism. 

This  fight takes on a multidimensional character.  If  the  security  
dimension is well controlled, thanks to the pooling of our respective 
forces, we can take advantage of this opportunity to very respectfully 
bring to the attention of our Head of States to invest even more, as 
concerns the security dimension and the socio-economic dimension 
of the issue. 

Finally,   I congratulate the Force Commander, and the various 
contingents commanders to always remain vigilant for the definite 
victory.

OF DEFENCE STAFF
CHADIAN Armed Forces

Lt Gen Abakar Abdelkerim Daoud 
Chief of Defence Staff 
Chadian Armed Forces

16
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Abakar Abdelkerim Daoud
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

GBAGUIDI FRUCTUEUX
BRIGADIER GENERAL

from the

CHIEF

Goodwill Message

Dear brothers in arms, it is a great 
honour for me to send you this 
message of encouragement 

for the first publication of the 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
Magazine, as Chief of Defence Staff  
of  the  Beninese  Armed      Forces. 
 
This force adopted by the African 
Union in 2015 and composed of the 
member countries of the Lake Chad 
Basin Commission reinforced by the 
Republic of Benin is a true model of 
sub-regional cooperation in the fight 
against terrorism and cross-border crime.  
 
Indeed, the fight against terrorism cannot 
be won without close international 
cooperation. This is why, although 
Benin is not a member of the Lake 
Chad Basin, the Lake Chad Basin 
Commission has made a contribution to 
the influence and success of the MNJTF.  
 
Since its creation, the MNJTF has proven 
to be a major player in the regional 
strategy for stabilizing regions affected 
by terrorist attacks. The numerous 
multinational operations carried out in 
the different countries have seriously 
weakened the nuisance capacities of 
terrorist groups such as Boko Haram 

and thus allowed the return of peace 
among the populations of these regions. 
 
On behalf of the President of the 
Republic of Benin, I extend my warmest 
congratulations to the Major General, 
Commander of the Multinational 
Joint Task Force and the various units 
under his command. You can always 
count on the unfailing support of the 
Republic of Benin in the accomplishment 
of the joint mission of eliminating 
terrorism and stabilizing the region.  
 
I urge you on the threshold of this New 
Year 2022 to keep up and continue all 
your efforts with self-sacrifice and spirit of 
discipline in order to definitively eradicate 
the terrorist threat in the sub-region 
for the happiness of our populations. 
 
I    sincerely    wish   this Force a better 
future through greater sub-regional 
integration, a guarantee of greater 
efficiency. Finally, I wish you all and your 
respective families much courage in the 
accomplishment of this noble mission. 

OF DEFENCE STAFF
BENIN Armed Forces

Brigadier General Gbaguidi Fructueux 
Chief of Defence Staff 
Benin Armed Forces

17



18

Lieutenant General
FARUK YAHAYA

NIGERIAN ARMY

The Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
was established under the auspices of the 
Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) to 

address common security challenges confronting 
its member countries of Nigeria, Niger, Chad, 
Cameroon and Benin Republic. Thus, combatting 
security threats such as the Boko Haram insurgency 
which has ravaged the sub-region for more than a 
decade and more recently the Islamic States West 
Africa Province terrorist sect has remained a top 
priority on its agenda. Accordingly, Headquarters 
MNJTF has effectively coordinated all kinetic and 
non-kinetic endeavours of member countries in 
the pursuit of sub-regional security objectives. 
It is gratifying to note that the Force has 
recorded tremendous successes in the pursuit 
of its mandate since its inception. Consequently, 
having a platform to create awareness on the 
mandate as well as activities of the Force in 
restoring peace and security to the Lake Chad 
region is relevant. I am therefore honoured to 
convey my goodwill message on the publication 
of the First Edition of the MNJTF Magazine 2022. 
 
I am delighted to observe that the MNJTF 
has sustained a culture of effective synergy 
amongst its various components as well as with 
other stakeholders at national, sub-regional 
and international levels. I have no doubt that 
the achievements recorded in combatting 
sub-regional insecurity so far are outcomes 
of this sustained synergy. It is also clear that 
the leadership of the MNJTF and those of 
the various components of the Force have 
embraced the daunting responsibility of dealing 
decisively with all security issues threatening 
the existence of their respective nations which 

is commendable.   It is    also pertinent to note 
that the robust activities of the various Sectors 
under the MNJTF have been responsible for 
the substantial defeat of insurgency across the 
Lake Chad region. Other manifestations such as 
the mass surrender of erstwhile insurgents and 
the return of several refugees and Internally 
Displaced Persons to their ancestral communities 
are also noteworthy achievements. Indeed, these 
achievements have undeniably contributed to 
the stability and existence of LCBC member 
states. Thus, the MNJTF Magazine provides 
an appropriate medium for showcasing the 
numerous achievements of the Force and also 
projecting strategies, concepts as well as tactics, 
techniques and procedures to audiences across 
the global security community. It will also 
provide a forum for knowledge and experience 
sharing among multinational commanders 
and staff officers who have participated in the 
operation from a more diverse perspective. 
 
It is on this note that on behalf of officers and 
men of the Nigerian Army, I heartily congratulate 
the Force Commander MNJTF and the Editorial 
Team for successfully conceptualizing this 
laudable initiative. It is hoped that the publication 
will broaden the awareness of all readers on the 
contributions of the MNJTF to restoring peace 
and stability to the Lake Chad region as well as 
the territories of member countries of the LCBC.  
 
Thank you and God bless.

from

CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF

Lt Gen Faruk Yahaya 
Chief of Army Staff 
Nigerian Army

Goodwill Message
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MAJOR GENERAL
CHRISTOPHER 
GWABIN MUSA

It is my pleasure to felicitate with the 
Force Commander, officers and troops 
of Multinational Joint Task Force 

(MNJTF) on the publication of the First 
Edition  of  MNJTF  MAGAZINE  2022. 
 
There is no doubt that  this edition  is coming 
at a time when the MNJTF is enhancing 
its capacity and the achievements 
recorded in line with its mandate  of 
stabilizing and restoring lasting peace 
to the Lake Chad Region. Over the years, 
Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger 
have been encountering diverse security 
challenges from the ISWAP/BHTS and 
other economic saboteurs hindering the 
socio economic and other developmental 
projects within the sub region. 
 
The emergence of the MNJTF and its 
activities/military operations has restored 
sanity and increased the livelihood of 
the citizens across the Lake Chad region. 
The magazine will provide a veritable 
platform for educating and expanding the 
intellectual capacity of its audiences on 
military operations and other civil- military 
activities within the period under review.   
 
I am optimistic that the HQ JTF (NE) is 
a partner in progress determined to 

explore further areas of collaboration 
with the MNJTF. This collaboration is 
already manifesting in the outstanding 
successes achieved during the just 
concluded Op SHARAN FAGE including 
the surrender of over 29,000 insurgents. 
JTF (NE) OPHK will continue to foster 
unity with the MNJTF in line with the 
Chief of Army Staffs vision which is “To 
have a Professional Nigerian Army ready 
to Accomplish Assigned Mission  in a 
Joint Environment in Defence of Nigeria”. 
 
I    therefore, on  behalf  of officers  and  
soldiers of Joint Task Force (North East) 
Operation HADIN KAI congratulate 
the Force Commander and members 
of the Editorial    Board  for  this 
wonderful first edition of the MNJTF 
MAGAZINE. I wish all readers happy 
reading as I look forward to seeing 
subsequent editions of the Magazine.  
 
I wish the FC and the personnel of 
the MNJTF more successes and God’s 
protection as you strive to bring lasting 
peace to our beloved sub region.

from

THEATRE COMMANDER
OPERATION HADIN KAI

Maj Gen CG Musa 
Theatre Commander 
Operation Hadin Kai

Goodwill Message
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MAJOR GENERAL 
IM YUSUF
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I  am delighted and honoured to extend hearty 
greetings from the Nigerian Defence Academy 
(NDA), where I preside over the training of young 

Nigerians and citizens of Allied countries to become 
commissioned officers of the Armed Forces. Since 
1964, the NDA has served as the premier training 
institution for instilling military training, academic 
education and character development as essential 
prerequisites for becoming commissioned officers. 
Under my command, the Academy has upgraded 
its training and educational facilities and reviewed 
its curriculum to focus on contemporary challenges 
in the battlespace, particularly as required for 
counterinsurgency operations. The officers trained at 
the Academy for Nigeria and friendly nations have 
been privileged with deployments in command of men 
on regimental and combat duties nationally, across 
Africa and in global conflict intervention and peace 
support operations with commendable performances. 
Therefore, I enjoin MNJTF Troop Contributing 
Countries to apply for training slots at the NDA for their 
potential officers through the established channels. 
 
Before my current appointment, I had the rare privilege 
of serving as the Force Commander (FC) of the MNJTF, 
during which I worked closely with troops of member-
states of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) to 
keep the region safe from terrorism, insurgency and 
criminality. My appointment as FC MNJTF afforded 
me unique “optics of leadership” and command 
responsibilities at an international level as I provided 
direction to a large regional military formation. We 
overcame the challenges of terrain, language and 
scarce resources by building on the doctrine and SOP 
for the MNJTF to produce a Concept of Operations 
for operations in the region. I stood on the shoulders 
of my predecessors – highly-gifted and decorated 
previous FCs – who laid the foundations of the 
MNJTF. I also salute the courage and sacrifices of all 
the officers and men across the Lake Chad Basin (LCB) 
who have served the MNJTF and are currently on 
duty, working tirelessly in confronting and defeating 
various adversities to keep the LCB safe and secure. 
The MNJTF is a work in progress. Since its 
establishment, the Force has proven its worth as 

a potent regional military alliance. I must confess 
that as FC, I enjoyed unparalleled guidance and 
support from the secretariat of the Commission and 
strategic leaders of the member-states. The MNJTF 
has developed a functional model of command and 
control – the doctrine, force structure, and operational 
plan have blossomed over the years due to the 
extraordinary commitment of our political leaders. I 
urge the FC and his team to key into this unique and 
functional facility and even find ways of improving 
and adding value to the existing SOP of the MNJTF. 
 
The administrative, operational and tactical profile of 
the MNJTF is exemplary. The MNJTF brings together 
patriotic officers and soldiers who are able and willing 
to defend their motherland and carry the burden of 
securing our region. As expected, they continually 
confront our adversaries fearlessly and resiliently. The 
unity and cohesion in the various units and formations 
of the MNJTF are possible because of our officers and 
men’s unwavering zeal and patriotism. Undoubtedly, 
the efforts of these officers and soldiers deserve our 
commendation. I am indeed expectant that given the 
pedigree of the current FC, Maj Gen AK Ibrahim, there 
will be significant strides to move the Force to greater 
heights. Being a work in progress, the MNJTF can only 
get better, and there is good hope for improvement 
under the present command. Therefore, I urge the FC 
and his team to keep up the fantastic work. It will never 
be easy, but this is our duty, and we should always 
remain diligent and steadfast in our assigned roles.  
 
On this note, I have the honour to convey the 
best wishes of the military component, civilian 
staff and cadets of the NDA to the FC, Sector 
Commanders and troops, and military and civilian 
staff officers of the MNJTF. We pray for God’s 
protection and guidance as you continue the noble 
job of restoring a safe and secure environment 
for the continued economic development of the 
LCB. We wish you all the successes you deserve. 
 
`Good luck! 

from

THE COMMANDANT
NIGERIAN DEFENCE ACADEMY

from the
Goodwill Message
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COLONEL B M WILDE

from the

CHIEF

Goodwill Message

I        am deeply honoured to be asked 
to contribute to this edition of the 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 

magazine, where the committed and 
heroic exploits of the men and women 
of the MNJTF are shared and rightly 
celebrated.  While I have only recently 
taken over as the Chief of the Cellule de 
Co-ordination et de Liaison (CCL), it is 
very clear to me from the meetings and 
engagements that I have had the privilege 
to attend that the achievements of the 
brave officers and soldiers of the MNJTF 
in recent months have been inspiring and 
impressive.  The successful execution of 
Operation LAKE SANITY has demonstrated 
that the MNJTF is agile, determined and 
capable, and has also shown terrorist 
groups that there will soon be few places 
left to hide.  I look forward eagerly to 
seeing the MNJTF build on this success 
on future operations in the region. 
 
The CCL exists to assist with the provision 
of support to the MNJTF.  Staffed by 
officers and soldiers of France, the United 
States and the United Kingdom, it is 
our great privilege to work alongside 
the MNJTF, and I would like to echo the 
excellent remarks of my predecessor, 
Colonel Thierry des Roberts, in thanking 
the Force Commander, Major General 
A K Ibrahim, for his continued trust in 
the CCL and the support we provide, as 
well as for giving us the opportunity to 
continue working as part of the MNJTF.  
I would also like to reiterate our thanks 

to the Deputy Force Commander, 
Brigadier   General  Assoumane, as well 
as the Chief of Staff, Colonel Paulin, 
for the excellent co-operation we 
continue to enjoy with the Headquarters 
staff in the sharing of information, 
expansion of training opportunities 
and MNJTF force development. 
 
My last point is to pay tribute to the staff 
who have put together this excellent 
publication.  It is so important that we 
recognise the operational achievements 
of the MNJTF, that each Sector is fully 
aware of the military and stabilisation 
activities that are going on elsewhere in 
the region, and that we take a moment 
to cherish the memory of those who 
have paid the ultimate price in the fight 
against terrorism.  The message that 
comes through very strongly from the 
pages of this publication is that their 
sacrifice will not be in vain, as all nations 
in the region, as well as their committed 
partners and allies from Europe and the 
United States, are absolutely resolute in 
their determination to work together to 
crush the terrorist networks and bring 
a lasting peace to the Lake Chad Basin.  
Forward together!

OF COORDINATION 
AND LIAISON (CCL)

Colonel B M Wilde 
Chief of Centre for Coordination and 
Liaison (CCL)
N’djamena - Chad
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WITH THE HEAD OF MISSION
INTERVIEW

appreciate the support we have been receiving 
from all the other partners since the take-off of 
the MNJTF. However, considering the magnitude 
of the challenge the MNJTF is faced with in the 
region, these efforts have proven insufficient. 
Hence, we are appealing for additional support 
to enable us to conclude the task given to us by 
the Troops Contributing Countries (TCCs).

Since its reoperationalisation in 2015, the 
mandates of the MNJTF were clearly spelt 
out to ensure total restoration of peace and 
security in the Lake Chad Basin. Which of 
these mandates requires much emphasis and 
why?
The MNJTF has three mandates: creating a 
safe and secure environment; facilitating the 
implementation of stabilization program, 
including the restoration of state authority, and 
facilitating humanitarian operations in the Boko 
Haram affected areas of the region. Although all 
these mandates are very important, the creation of 
safe and secure environment is the most important 
one. Everything else depends on it, because it is 
impossible to do anything without a safe and 
secure environment. So once that situation is 
created, the other two mandates will fall into place.  
However, we cannot wait until a safe and secure 

environment is completely created before we 
start implementing the other mandates. At 
the time humanitarian operation is ongoing, 
stabilization process is also on course. As 
you can see, the whole world is witnessing 
restoration of state authority that is going on 
in the affected areas. The Governor of Borno 
State, His Excellency Professor Babagana Umara 
Zulum, has been able to return some internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees back 
to their towns and villages because relative 
peace has been created in the area. In some 
Local Government Areas and provinces, civil 
authorities have begun functioning, so these are 
huge successes that I will credit to the MNJTF and 
the national forces of the TCCs across the region. 

The Lake Chad Governors’ Forum is an active 
organization, which aims at proffering 
solutions to the challenges in the region. 
What are the direct impacts of the Forum on 
the activities of the MNJTF?
The main achievement of the Lake Chad Basin 
Governors’ Forum (LCBGF), is the creation 
and facilitation of regional and cross-border 
collaboration between the affected states and 
provinces in the Lake Chad region. Whenever 
the Governors meet, they are able to discuss and 

Ambassador Mamman Nuhu
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Lake Chad Basin Commission
HEAD OF MISSION

Multinational Joint Task Force
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Your Excellency sir, please briefly introduce yourself.
My name is Ambassador Mamman Nuhu, the Executive Secretary 
of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) and Head of Mission 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF).

As the Head of Mission (HoM) MNJTF, who has been at the 
strategic level piloting the affairs of the Force, what is your 
general assessment as regards collaboration with other partners 
and donors in support of the MNJTF?
The collaboration between the MNJTF with donors and partners 
remains ongoing and is highly appreciated, especially support from 
the African Union and partners like the European Union (EU), which 
has been consistent in its support to the Force since inception. 
We are also appreciative of the support we have continued to 
receive from the government of United Kingdom (UK) since the 
inception of the MNJTF as the UK support came in very handy at 
the beginning of the deployment of the Headquarters MNJTF. We 
have also received support from the government of Turkey which 
provided the MNJTF with night vision goggles for its troops. We also 
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resolve issues that would have taken long time 
through the normal state protocol. You can see 
the ease with which Governor Zulum was able 
to reach out to Governor of Diffa Province in 
Niger, his counterpart in the Far North Province 
of Cameroon, and the Lac Region of Chad to 
discuss issues of mutual interests concerning 
the relocation and resettlement of refugees. 
So, the LCBGF has enhanced this cross-border 
collaboration and it’s very important to the 
operations of the MNJTF, as it facilitates the 
force’s efforts by bringing the people together. 
This is unprecedented in the political history of 
these countries. Whenever I am opportuned to 
speak, I credit the MNJTF with the attainment of 
this political feat, which had not been the case 
prior to the reoperationalisation of the MNJTF 
and it must be commended for breaking this 
political barrier.

Can you highlight some of the programs 
conducted by the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), Regional Stabilisation 
Strategy (RSS) in conjunction with the MNJTF 
for the consolidation of peace and security in 
the region?
There are several collaborative activities that 
the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) and other partners of the MNJTF have 
executed in the region, especially in the sphere 
of Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC). These 
activities were carried out with the support of 
partners such as the government of the United 
Kingdom (UK) through the UNDP. For instance, 
the recently conducted medical outreach across 
all four sectors of the MNJTF in the region was 
facilitated by UNDP and the UK government. 
The UNDP equally supported the MNJTF in 
the development and crafting of a strategic 
communication strategy for prevention and 
countering violent extremism in the Lake Chad 
region. These non-kinetic interventions are 

critical and complimentary to the efforts of the 
MNJTF in consolidating peace in the region.

The MNJTF recorded tremendous operational 
achievements and implemented significant 
non-kinetic measures across the region. 
What efforts are you making to ensure these 
measures are sustained to endure peace?
At the strategic level, we have sustained efforts 
at ensuring that the needed resources are made 
available to the MNJTF to continue to deliver 
and achieve its mandates. Everything revolves 
around availability of resources without which 
meaningful development cannot be achieved. I 
can assure you that, if the MNJTF had received all 
the resources it needed, this operation would not 
have lasted this long. I wish to commend all the 
TCCs for bearing the human and financial burden 
of the operations of their respective sectors, and 
Nigeria in particular for the initial MNJTF take off 
funds and for continuously bearing a substantial 
part of the running costs of the HQ MNJTF in 
N’Djamena, Chad, along with the EU. I therefore 
wish to appreciate the support of the partners 
such as EU, UK and others for their crucial 
interventions. So, if we can have more of these 
resources, at my end and at the level of African 
Union (AU), they will go a long way in facilitating 
the execution of the MNJTF mandate.

Despite some obvious challenges, the MNJTF 
is acclaimed to have performed very well, 
which has made it a model of study by some 
international military institutions and research 
organisations. What are the prospects of 
surmounting these challenges?
It is a fact that the MNJTF has proved to be a unique 
military structure formed to combat terrorism. 
Through its operational successes, it is viewed 
as a model worthy of study by military training 
institutions or replication by some regional 
military formations. Visitors often wonder how 
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The MPIO cell conducts an interview with the HoM, Ambassador Mamman Nuhu at LCBC HQ
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the MNJTF is able to surmount the language and 
operational differences arising from our different 
colonial backgrounds. I always tell them that 
where there is the will, there is a way; that the 
resolve of the TCCs to surmount all differences 
to achieve their set objectives has contributed a 
lot in facilitating the ease with which our troops 
blend during joint operations and also at the 
HQ MNJTF. The MNJTF is constrained by lack of 
resources and I am confident that with adequate 
resources, the tasks of the Force can be speedily 
executed and its mandates accomplished.

The European Union (EU) has been in the 
forefront in supporting the MNJTF to 
achieve its mandates. Can you 
comment on the extent and 
levels of support the Force is 
benefiting?
I wish to use this opportunity to 
express our deep appreciation to 
the EU and of course, to our other 
partners for their inestimable 
support to the MNJTF. The EU 
has really done very well in 
providing additional support to 
the MNJTF which is managed 
by the African Union. This support comes in the 
form of the funding for the running of the HQ 
MNJJTF, including the monthly allowances for 
the MNJTF Military Staff Officers at the HQs, 
provision of vehicles, generators and the needed 
petrol, oil and lubricant for the generators, as 
well as communication, command and control 
and Information System (C3IS), air mobility 
and level-3 medical services at Renaissance 
Hospital in N’Djamena, Chad. We are also 
expecting additional support from the EU this 
year (2022). These efforts have really helped 
us as we might have not achieved so much 
without these critical support from the EU. It is 
also necessary to mention some of the support 
items we have received from the UK, which are 
highly appreciated. They include field vehicles 
and rough terrain motorcycles, communication 
equipment, generators, containerized offices 
and office furniture s well as dental equipment.

On its part, the African Union, which has been 
managing all additional support to the MNJTF, has 
also supplied vehicles and assorted communication 
and office IT equipment, including V-SAT system. 
What message do you have for the communities 
severely affected by the illegal activities of 

the Boko Haram/ISWAP insurgents?
I wish to commend the affected communities for 
their resilience, cooperation and understanding 
in the ongoing war against terrorism. I specifically 
wish to appeal to them to continue to support 
the MNJTF to enable it to achieve its mandate. 
Without their support, it will be very difficult for 
the Force to successfully operate. I therefore 
wish to call on the affected communities to shun 
any lure of relationship with the terrorists and 
come forward with credible information that will 
assist the troops to perform their professional 
duties. They should understand that nowhere in 
the world can terrorism be eradicated overnight. 
Lots of efforts have been deployed and 

operational successes have been 
recorded by the MNJTF, which 
has led to relative peace and 
security returning to the region. 
We are however aware that 
these communities witness some 
isolated attacks on soft targets 
by the terrorists. However, these 
are clear signs of the last kicks of 
a dying horse, showing signs of 
desperation and exhaustion by 
the insurgents. The Boko Haram/

ISWAP insurgents are desperately looking for 
medical supplies, food and fuel to survive. For 
that reason, they resort to attacking soft targets 
and raiding villages to replenish their supplies. By 
and large, thanks to the support of these affected 
communities, relative peace has returned to the 
region. I therefore call for their additional support 
and cooperation with the MNJTF to enable it 
accomplish the task it has started in the region.

Do you have any additional remarks to make 
sir?
I wish to applaud the determination, gallantry, 
and sacrifice of officers and men of the MNJTF 
in the conduct of this operation. I also wish 
to appreciate the collaborative efforts of the 
various national forces of our TCCs without 
whose support and professional coordination, 
the MNJTF would not have achieved these 
successes. Regardless of limitations in resources 
and equipment to optimally execute the war, the 
MNJTF has done incredibly well. With this level 
of determination and drive, I am confident that 
very soon we will see the end of insurgency in 
the affected areas of the Lake Chad region.

We, at the strategic 
level will continue 
to do all it takes to 

maintain this cherished 
status regardless of 

the challenges we are 
faced with.
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MNJTF: WE ARE TAKING THE BATTLE 
TO THE ENEMY – FC
Since 2009 when the Boko Haram insurgency began, many thought 
it was just a Nigerian problem stemming   from   the   radicalisation   
of   some misguided individuals. But it was a matter of time before 
jihadist’s elements infiltrate the region and the entire Sahel. To this end, 
the Lake Chad Basin countries which include; Cameroon, Chad, Niger 
and Nigeria in addition to Benin, made efforts  to  coordinate  against 
the militants through the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF). 

Today, the region has become a lot more stable as more insurgents have 
continued to surrender and residents returning to their communities 
all due to the efforts of the MNJTF. In this exclusive interview, the 
Force Commander, Multinational Joint Task Force, Major General 
Abdul Khalifa Ibrahim speaks on the journey so far and the task ahead.  
 

MAJ GEN AK IBRAHIM
FORCE COMMANDER

Multinational Joint Task Force

Since its reoperationalisation in 2015, the 
mandates of MNJTF were clearly spelt out 
to ensure total restoration of peace and 
security in the Lake Chad Basin, which of these 
mandates requires much emphasis and why? 

What is the mandate of the MNJTF and how is 
it being realized?
Thank you very much for that question. But I will 
start by saying the MNJTF in its present format 
was operationalized in 2015 after the leaders of 
the Lake Chad Basin (LCB) areas of Nigeria, Niger, 
Cameroon and Chad met with Benin Republic 
taking part as an observer since it is not in the 
LCB. This was in reaction to the activities of the 
Boko Haram terrorists (BHT) group which was at 
its crescendo in 2014 and early 2015. The MNJTF 
was authorized by the Peace and Security Council 
of the African Union in early 2015 and was later 
recognized by the UN. It started deploying around 
April 2015 and commenced operations in July 
2015. In a summarized form, the mandate of 
the MNJTF includes: To create a safe and secure 
environment in the area affected by the activities 
of Boko Haram and other terrorists’ groups by 
defeating the BHTs. Facilitate the implementation 
of overall stabilization programme by the LCBC 
and return of internally displaced persons and 
refugees. Facilitate humanitarian operations and 
delivery of assistance to the affected populations.

How has the journey been so far in your 
operations since your assumption of command 
of the MNJTF Headquarters in N’Djamena 
some months back?
Well, I took over command of the MNJTF in 
August last year, so I have been around for 
about 9 months now. I knew I had to settle down 
quickly, therefore after the formalities of taking 
over, I read myself quickly into the mandate 
and concept of operation of the MNJTF. Next, I 
took a quick tour of all the Sectors in the various 
Troops Contributing Countries of Nigeria, Niger, 
Cameroon and here in Chad. I was well received 
everywhere. I got to understand that everybody in 
the LCB Countries were tired and fed up with the 
lingering insurgency with its unbearable cost in 
human and material terms. My thoughts and focus 
ever since have been on how to achieve synergy 
and jointly end this conflict once and for all. 
 
The MNJTF has been commended lately for 
some successes in its operations, can you 
elaborate on them and what have you done 
differently?
Yes, we thank God for our recent successes; 
they are the combination of greater synergy, 
cooperation, training and injection of renewed 
enthusiasm. All the Sectors have been effectively 
repelling attacks on their locations. We are able 
to track movement of the terrorists better even 

INTERVIEW
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across borders and in December 2021, MNJTF 
carried out a big operation jointly by Nigerian 
and Nigerien Sectors of the MNJTF. It was code 
named Op SHARAN FAGE. It enabled us to go 
deep to the shores of the Lake Chad. Areas such 
as Asaga, Metele, Kangarwa among other places 
were cleared. Nobody lives in those areas and 
they are not occupied by the criminals. Well over 
30 terrorists were neutralized, training camps and 
logistics dumps among others were destroyed. 
We tested the coordination of our ground to air 
communications and operational coordination, it 
was good. Also due to troop rotation the troops 
were relatively new to the operational environment, 
so this was a baptism of fire and they performed 
to my satisfaction. We had a vehicle borne IED 
attack where we lost 2 men sadly. But overall, 
it was a success and we hope to build on that. 

How effective is your collaboration with other 
troops contributing countries?
Collaboration and cooperation with the TCCs 
has been very good. I enjoy warm and cordial 

relationship with all of them. Mind you, I have the 
Head of Mission, who is the Executive Secretary 
of the LCBC for guidance. The SOP and CONOPS 
of the operation are also regularly consulted to 
ensure best practises and maintained in the forrce, 
if there are issues, they are quickly cleared.

What are the challenges of the MNJTF?
There is no force without challenges, the MNJTF 
is no exception. We try to inform our Mission 
HQs and the TCCs of our challenges and they 
try to resolve them. I will like to have more 
troops deployed in the operational area and of 
course an increase in equipment holding of the 
force. Then of course injection of even more 
technology to aid this fight. Remember we are 
against a fanatical, cunning and resilient enemy. 
He does not respect any laws and is very brutal. 
 

There has been a series of surrenders by 
fighters of the Boko Haram (Shekau) and Boko 
Haram ISWAP. What is your take on this?
We welcome those who have surrenders and 
urge them all not to be misguided, to drop their 
arms and surrender. Our actions will continue  
to result in in-fighting amongst the criminals 
through our psychological operations via strategic 
communication by a host of partners which 
cumulated into these surrenders. Within the MNJTF 
area of operations alone, over 7,000 fighters and 
family members have surrendered, a few from 
Cameroon and Niger but the bulk from Nigeria. 
After certain protocols, they are brought to the 
Collection Center in Maiduguri Nigeria and I can 
tell you about 32,000 have surrendered and more 
are still coming out. We welcome all acceptable 
means to end this war. We shall however continue 
with our operations till the insurgents are totally 
and completely defeated.

The Death of Abubakar Shekau in May 2021 
made many people to believe that the end of 
insurgency was near, but it seems the intensity 
is increasing, what is your take on this?
I absolutely disagree with you, facts and evidence 
on the ground don’t support your assertion. The 
death of the criminal Shekau and effects of own 
operations opened the gateway for the surrenders. 
Thousands of refugees from Cameroon have 
returned to Nigeria. Go to Banki town in Nigeria to 
confirm. In Nigeria, internally displaced persons in 
their thousands have also returned to Monguno, 
Cross Kawa, Daron Baga, and Baga among other 
places. Civil Authority has been reestablished 
in Banki, Baga in Nigeria, Kolofata, Amchide 
in Cameroon and other places. Farming and 
commercial activities are picking up in many places 
within our operational environment. However, I 
agree that a few areas had issues and the terrorists 
blew it up. But I assure you, we are not sleeping.
we are working on the problem areas.

The MPIO cell conducts an interview with the FC MNJTF, Maj Gen AK Ibrahim
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Could you briefly introduce yourself, sir?
I am Brigadier General BOUBADOBEKREO, Commander of Sector 
1 of the Multinational Joint Task Force since September 2015. I am 
an infantry officer, a graduate of the Yaounde Combined   Military 
Academy, the promotion of “RUDOLPH DOUALA MANGA BELL”, 
Class of (1983-1986). My career has been mainly spent in operations. 
Before my appointment as  Sector 1 Commander of the MNJTF, I 
was the General Coordinator of the Rapid Intervention Battalions 
(BIR), and in this capacity, I led operations against highway robbers 
and cross-border bandints in the Northern and Eastern parts 
of Cameroon, as well as the fight against maritime piracy on the 
Cameroonian coast. I also put in place Operation ALPHA for the 
fight against the terrorist group Boko Haram from 2014.

As Commander Sector 1 of the MNJTF since 2015, I have led several 
successful large-scale offensive operations, both bilaterally and 
multilaterally, which led to the return of security in virtually my 
entire area of operation.

Brigadier General Dobekreo Bouba
COMMANDER SECTOR 1

HQ Mora (Cameroon)

INTERVIEW
WITH THE COMMANDER SECTOR 1

Sector 1 has conducted several bilateral 
operations with Nigerian national forces. 
Can you highlight the level of coordination 
and seamless cooperation that ensured the 
success of the operations?
Indeed, the conduct of bilateral operations 
with Nigerian national forces was essential to 
the success of Sector 1, given that the Nigerian 
border strip adjacent to most of our area of 
operation is occupied by Nigerian national forces 
of Operation HADIN KAI (formerly Operation 
LAFIYA DOLE).

In order to catch the Boko Haram terrorists in 
a pincer movement, we set up a cooperation 
platform with the 7th Nigerian Division as soon 
as we became operational in September 2015, 
with the approval of the MNJTF and Operation 
LAFIYA DOLE commanders  at  the  time.  Thanks  
to  a  perfect coordination marked by permanent 
exchanges between the different staffs, we 
have carried out with great success several joint 
operations that have enabled us to dismantle 
the major strongholds of Boko Haram in the 
SAMBISAforest, on the Mandara Mountains and 
in the localities of KUMSHE, GOSHE, GULUMBA 
GANA, KOTE, WALASA, GARGI and many 
others along the Cameroon- Nigeria border.  

I can safely say that the level of coordination and 
cooperation with the Nigerian national forces is 
very good. In fact, we believe that from a military 
perspective, the key to success in eradicating 
Boko Haram  or  other  cross-border  threats  lies  
in  this cooperation that we encourage between 
the forces of the various countries in the Lake 
Chad Basin.

Sector 1 is known for executing remarkable 
CIMIC activities to win the hearts and minds of 
the people. What are the results of these Quick 
Impact Projects (QIPs) on the communities in 
the Sector’s area of responsibility?
As you know, the population is the main stake 
in the war against terrorism or any other form 
of insurgency. This would mean that whoever 
wins the hearts and minds of the population 
has a strong chance of winning the war. So you 
can understand why, in addition to coercive 
actions against Boko Haram, Sector 1 of the 
MNJTF has placed special emphasis on influence 
operations based on communication and civil-
military actions. This is how we intervene with 
the population in the areas of education, health, 
and the provision of basic necessities.
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In terms of education, in addition to the provision 
of desks and school supplies to several schools, 
soldiers from Sector 1 are teaching in schools in 
certain localities that lack teachers. Also, a block 
of two classrooms was built for a kindergarten 
that serves hundreds of displaced children.

In terms of health, health care is provided free 
of charge to the population in the areas where 
Sector 1 units are deployed. At the same time, 
free health campaigns are regularly organized by 
Sector 1 in areas where the need is felt.

As for the supply of basic goods and our technical 
expertise, Sector 1 regularly distributes foodstuffs, 
agricultural materials and rehabilitates water 
points for the benefit of populations in need. 
All these actions in favour of the populations 
affected by Boko Haram, coupled with targeted 
communication campaigns, have generated a 
great deal of support for the FMNJTFs actions in 
general, and for Sector 1 in particular. In return, 
this population, through vigilance committees, 
has provided valuable information to the Sector 
1 units on the ground and contributed to 
discrediting Boko Haram.

As a result of the ongoing offensive and 
information operations, Sector 1 is witnessing 
a massive surrender of insurgents. How is 
this influx being managed without violating 
human rights and international humanitarian 
law?
The massive surrenders observed lately are 
indeed the result of the influence operations 
conducted by the Sector 1. Indeed since the 
end of 2017, we have set up a communication 
strategy towards Boko Haram, through various 
media and community leaders. It was essentially 

to show the insurgents that they had chosen the 
wrong path, and that they had the opportunity 
to redeem themselves by surrendering to the 
authorities, their safety guaranteed.

The first 200 or so ex-combatants who 
surrendered spent more than two years at the 
Sector 1 Command Post while the DDR structures 
were being set up in Cameroon. The humane 
treatment we gave them, with strict respect for 
human rights and International Humanitarian 
Law, has generated a great deal of credibility on 
the part of our Sector, and the massive surrenders 
that you can see today.

In Cameroon, Sector 1 remains a key player 
in the management of ex-combatants and 
ex-Boko Haram associates. Upon arrival, 
they are profiled and then transferred to the 
Far North Regional Center of the National 
DDR Committee (CNDDR) based in Mora. In 
coordination with Nigerian authorities, ex-
Boko Haram associates of Nigerian origin are 
transferred to Nigeria for further management. 

As the longest serving Sector Commander 
in the MNJTF, what are the challenges and 
opportunities in the evolution and operations 
of counterterrorism and insurgency in the 
Lake Chad region?
The first challenge lies in managing the changes 

Free health campaigns are 
regularly organized by Sector 1 
in areas where the need is felt.. 

FC MNJTF received by Commander Sector 1 Brig Gen Bouba Dobekreo at HQ Sector 1 in Mora
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within the terrorist group. Indeed, from a group 
organized around a single leader (ABUBAKAR 
SHEKAU) at the beginning of the war, we have 
witnessed several splits that have generated new 
modes of action each time.

In 2016, ABU MUSAB AL BARNAWI broke away 
to create a faction that he affiliated with the 
Islamic State. This faction entrenched in the Lake 
Chad area, targeting only defense and security 

forces and state institutions, quickly proved 
more dangerous, given its war arsenal and 
the support it received from the Islamic State. 
At the same time, followers loyal to SHEKAU, 
based in Sambisa Forest, continued to make 
incursions further south, attacking both the 
Defense and Security Forces and the population.  
 
Our forces had to adopt specific modes of 
action each time, depending on the faction 
being targeted. Since the declared death of 
SHEKAU in May 2021, the Islamic  State-affiliated  
faction  intends  to  expand throughout   the   
Lake  Chad   Basin,   despite   the emergence 

of the rival BUDUMA and BAKOURA factions.  
This requires a permanent articulation of our 
forces in order to adapt to these numerous 
mutations. Access to the various Boko Haram 
entrenchments on the  ground  is  also  a  major  
challenge.  Indeed, whenever the terrorists feel 
pushed around by our forces, they retreat to 
areas that are difficult to access and wait for the 
rainy season, when the mobility of our troops is 
reduced, to reorganize and continue their hostile 

actions. Thus, to date, after several MNJTF and  
National  Forces  operations,  Boko  Haram  is 
essentially entrenched in the Mandara Mountains 
and some   islands   in   Lake   Chad.   Future   
MNJTF operations will take these aspects into 
account and will   place   particular   emphasis   
on   amphibious operations  and  targeting  of  
strongholds  in  the Mandara Mountains.

Finally, the rapid implementation by the four 
countries affected by Boko Haram of the regional 
stabilization strategy adopted in 2018 constitutes 
for us the real way out of this crisis that has lasted 
too long.

Commander Sector 1 congratulates MNJTF KEA pilots
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The Chadian honourable Minister of 
Defence Lt Gen Daoud Yaha was 
highly pleased to receive the Force 

Commander (FC) , Multinational Joint Task 
Force (MNJTF) Major General    Abdul    Khalifah 
Ibrahim who paid a courtesy visit to him on 
9 November 2021. The visit was part of the 
ongoing consultations and engagement by 
the FC with the senior political leaders and 
strategic military commanders of the Troops` 
Contributing Countries (TCCs) of the MNJTF.  
 
During the visit, General Ibrahim expressed 
appreciation for the warm reception and prevailing 
conducive atmosphere s well as good working 
conditions for the HQ MNJTF. He expressed 
profound gratitude to the President of the 
Republic for all the good works he is doing in Chad. 
 
The FC briefed the Honourable Minister on the 
recorded operational successes; such as the 
return of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), 
refugees and restoration of civil authority 
in some areas across the Lake Chad region. 
Notably, the recent return of IDPs and refugees 
in Baga, Doro Baga and Banki (Nigeria), Amchide 
and kolofata (Cameroon) and Baroua in (Niger) 
which were facilitated by the MNJTF troops.  
 
He also said arrangement has reached advanced 
stage for the return of IDPs and refugees to Mallam 
Fatori and return of refugees from Bagasola Chad 
to Nigeria. Likewise, General Ibrahim intimated  
the  Minister  on  the  ongoing handling of mass 
defection and surrender of Boko Haram/ISWAP 
terrorists in the MNJTFArea of Operation, in 
which a total of 5000 Ex-BHT/ISWAP insurgents 
and their families have surrendered, been profiled 
and handed over to their national authorities. 

 
The Honourable Minister congratulated the FC on 
his appointment and commended his proactive 
ways of consultation with strategic hierarchies 
of both political leaders and high military 
commands. He said, establishing HQ MNJTF 
in N`Djamena Chad is a clear demonstration 
of the firm belief and support of Chad for the 
Force to succeed. He added that, the return of 
IDPs/refugees is as a result prevailing relative 
peace and stability in the region, indication 
that MNJTF is working very hard towards 
achieving its mandates. He therefore, assured 
the FC of the total support of the Chadian Armed 
Forces to the MNJTF to tackle terrorism and 
rid off the insurgents in the Lake Chad region. 
 
General Daoud Yaya urged the FC to sustain 
the ongoing clearance operations, using it as 
a prelude for major battle engagements and 
eventual annihilation of the terrorists and other 
armed criminals. He emphasized the need for 
gathering and sharing of intelligence among 
the MNJTF troops. Adding that, sharing of 
intelligence can easily facilitate and hasten the 
total defeat of the enemy in the battle fields. 

CHADIAN MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
WELCOMES FORCE COMMANDER
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to FC MNJTF
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THE REGIONAL STABILIZATION OF THE LAKE 
CHAD BASIN AND THE CHALLENGE OF BUILDING 
LOYALTY TO THE SECURITY DOCTRINE OF THE 
ACTIVE POPULATION. THE CASE OF CAMEROON

In the Lake 
Chad Basin, 
s e v e r a l 

localities in 
the states of 
Cameroon, Niger, 
Nigeria and  Chad   
continue   to   be 
confronted with 
unprecedented 
security crises 
that have a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e 
impact on 
the living 
conditions of 
the populations. 

Indeed, in addition to the Far North region 
of Cameroon, which has regularly (or 
sporadically) experienced the “lurch” of 
violent extremism committed by Boko 
Haram since 2015, for nearly a decade, the 
insurgency of terrorist groups has spread, 
particularly over communities in north-
eastern Nigeria, neighbouring communities 
in Cameroon, Chad, and Niger that border 
Lake Chad (Lake Chad Basin Commission, 
African Union Commission, African Union, 
2018). In this endogenous architecture 
that combines political surges, institutional 
involvement (such as the UNDP) as facilitators, 
and armed interventions, the “Stabilization, 
Recovery and Resilience Strategy for the 
Lake Chad Basin Areas” adopted in August 
2018 incorporates the joint military response 
against extremist armed groups and their 
supporters led by the Multinational Joint Task 
Force (MNTF), and composed of national 
security and defense forces from the four 
countries, while considering that support 
between the various UNDP services invested 

in stabilization consolidates, on a daily basis, 
the civil- military security effort (Stalon: 2021). 

This article deciphers the mechanisms, 
codes and uses of the new dominant 
paradigm of “war among the people” and 
examines the perception of the military by 
the civilian and the interest of the civilian in 
defense issues. This analysis thus captures 
the population as an active resource in 
Cameroon’s war on violent extremism, while 
building trust between the Cameroonian 
military and civilians as a tangible symbol 
of a sociability that is essential to all 
projects engaged in peacebuilding efforts.  

In a changing and constantly evolving world, 
stabilization is a matter of political-military 
operations. Indeed, political action, in all its 
dimensions (economic, social, diplomatic, 
etc.) is as crucial (if not more important) 
than military action, to materialize the 
accompaniment of a country from war to 
peace. These two dynamics feed each other 
and interact. One without the other would 
inevitably lead to failure. Ruppert Smith 
sums up this process of anxiety and quietude 
in these terms: “the ‘decisive phase’ of the 
conflict, and therefore strategic victory, no 
longer depends solely on tactical victory, the 

Colonel Nana Paulin
COS HQ MNJTF (Cameroon)

The conceptual 
approach to the doctrine 
of civil- military security 

stabilization: 
the population as a 

strategic issue
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victory that forces the enemy to lay down his 
arms. It is no longer a matter of winning the 
battle to gain a gain, but of transforming the 
other in a period between war and peace” 
(Smith: 2005). 

In other words, armed (conventional) action 
no longer intrinsically leads to victory. The use 
of weapons to force the enemy to submit and 
accept defeat is more obsolete and certainly 
no longer sufficient. As much as the soldier 
engaged in theaters of operations must 
“know how to win militarily”, the army must 
also know how to build peace. The military 
tool clearly feeds on the ambivalent and 
antinomic diptych (war and peace) of modern 
wars, which are complex, i.e., asymmetrical, 
psychological, bitter, and interminable, and 
whose actors are less and less geo-locatable 
because of the invisibility of the belligerents. 
 
The dominant conception of conventional 
warfare, practiced between soldiers, 
considered civilians as outside the war. Caring 
for the population remained a secondary task 
with little value within the military institution. 
In the past, armies traditionally sought to 
evacuate civilians from the battlefield and 
to ensure that they did not interfere with 
communications in the rear (Tisseron: 2009). 
But since the end of the Cold War and the 
obsolescence of interstate warfare, the 
Smithian paradigm has made it possible to fill 
the “doctrinal vacuum” that made strategic 
thinking uncertain and unpredictable in the 
face of the new sub-state and intrastate wars. 

It gives meaning to the new strategic field 
of the army by insisting on security and 
control of the environment, limits in the use 
of force and the need to take the population 
into account. This form of warfare, called 
“war within the population,” has become the 
dominant (but not exclusive) paradigm of 
the Cameroonian Army in the context of the 
stabilization of Lake Chad. This “war within 
the population” in the sense of the British 
Ruppert Smith demonstrates that “armies no 

longer confront each other in a closed field 
(...), there are no longer necessarily armies, 
and, in any case, never on both sides (...) 
war within the population is a new reality in 
which the population, whoever they are and 
wherever they live, has become the battlefield.  
 
Military engagements now take place 
anywhere: in the presence of civilians, against 
civilians, to defend civilians. Considered 
as a strategic issue, the support of the 
local population is therefore no longer a 
phenomenon to be ignored. On the contrary, 
it sets the scene for the evolutions and 
implications of the new security doctrine, 
which is based on the idea of a mutation or a 
shift in the strategic context and the nature of 
armed conflict towards a form of hybridization 
that explains the complexity of modern 
conflict. But this idea of the population as a 
stake in the war has been given a new lease 
of life with the so-called unconventional wars 
in which civilian populations now occupy a 
central place. 

Very difficult  also,  the “war within the 
populations” is a means of “conquering 
hearts and minds”. In this case, the challenge 
is to situate the importance of a balanced 
management between the defense and 
security forces (which must not resemble 
an occupying force giving rise to rejection 
movements) and civilians devoid of any 
military strategy. More precisely, the objective 
is to deploy and implement a conciliatory 
attitude of the Defense and Security Forces 
(DSF) towards a population sometimes called 

The operational 
approach to the doctrine 
of civil- military security 

stabilization: 
the population as an 

active resource.
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“collaborationist” or potential enemy (Antonin 
Tisseron), yet which has become an essential 
component in the conduct of field operations.  
Two arguments can explain the intertwining 
of the DSF and the population in 
strategic (war) and irenic (peacemaking 
and peacebuilding) operations.  
 
First, it can be said that with the brutal 
bivalent conflict (terrorist and secessionist) 
that animates Cameroon at the moment, the 
Cameroonian armed forces have entered a 
new era: that of “war within the population” 
to make sense of the strategic context and 
how the Cameroonian military institution 
perceives the type of conflict it is associated 
with today, how it responds to it, and the 
problems this poses for the future of the 
DSF. From then on, the population’s support 
for the action of the force constitutes a 
priority and permanent objective, since the 
population has become an indispensable 
component in the theaters of modern conflict. 
Beyond “major combat”, in the longer term, 
the relationship between the civilian and the 
military is based on the legitimization of the 
force through “military influence operations” 
whose aim is to seduce, rally or sensitize the 
population to the national cause against 
irregular threats. 

This popular “dissuasion” organized on a 
civil-military basis is supposed to include 
“the participation of most, if not all, of 
the population. In this way, a technology 
associated with the production of newspapers 
and posters, as well as the diffusion of radio 
spots or leaflets, participates in the doctrinal 
discourses that distinguish the population 
from the enemy. In this case, the population 
becomes “an object that must be controlled, 
protected and influenced in order to win it 
over to its cause and to remove it from that 
of the enemy. This shift from the civilian 
population to a strategic and active resource 
explains the increased cooperation between 
military personnel and civilian actors. 

This type of alliance between the DSF 
(mentoring) and the communities 
(companionship) remains fundamental and 
makes it possible to draw on the pool of 
“locals” in the search for strategic intelligence. 
For example, since the effective launch of the 
activities inherent in the Lake Chad Basin 
Regional Stabilization document in February 
2020 to establish “immediate stabilization” 
in the areas affected by Boko Haram (North 
and Far North regions of Cameroon) The 
alliance between the DSF and the unarmed 
population has made it possible, under 
restrictive conditions, to strengthen the early 
warning system managed by the Mayors 
(locally elected officials) and supervised by 
the Governors, whose mission is to coordinate 
actions in the war against Islamist terrorism. 

Designed to strengthen security through 
community relays (Limani, Amchidé, Gancé, 
Kolofata and Mora), this system mobilizes 
civilian actors who collect information for 
the military-operational elite and inform 
the DSF about possible complicities and 
incursions of the Islamo-terrorist sect’s 
affiants. Constituting a network of valuable 
and well identified interlocutors, preferably 
volunteers, the communities will benefit 
from mobile equipment to better respond 
to operational requirements and their 
consequences on the changing conflict field. 
Concretely, they will receive bicycles and 
flashlights to patrol and/or megaphones 
and smartphones to communicate 
in real time with the liaison officers.  
 
In other words, the concept of “popular 
defense” (takes on its full meaning), whose 
development and design are already well 
advanced, will therefore be structured and 
deployed in that it is interwoven with a 
defense that is primarily local and national. 
It is the implementation of a “bottom-up 
policy” that is based on the constraints and 
realities specific to the spaces invested by 
the terrorist attacks in Cameroon. Popular 
defense is therefore a concept with globalizing 
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goals and principles that calls upon all the 
active forces of the nation (Ela Ela, 2000: 146, 
quoted by Messinga: 2011). 

This resilience device allows for the 
mobilization of civilian resources capable of 
opposing Boko Haram’s plans and means 
of invasion, as well as the energies likely to 
ensure the safeguarding of the state (or part 
of the state) in the face of the “national peril” 
that the spread of violent extremism has 
become. The sociology of these, in principle, 
non-militarized forces is heterogeneous 
and prosaic in that they may be peasants, 
shopkeepers, teachers, engineers, students, 
etc. In this case, the psychology of these 
“pilot referents” must shine through its 
patriotic exemplarity and not be the target 
of inappropriate behaviours (betrayal and 
complicity with armed gangs), brainwashing 
and mind formatting. 

Secondly, the successful feedback from 
ongoing and future projects (such as 
securing cross-border roads and managing 
public services) for communities in the midst 
of multivalent conflict demonstrates how 
the DSF has maintained minimum security 
conditions and improved essential basic 
services and infrastructure that is nearing 
completion. Reconstruction “missions’’ that 
have helped stem the flow of displaced 
populations who have fled the violence by 
returning them to their various communities 
of origin. By offering immediate means 
and opportunities for subsistence (financial 
independence), vulnerable groups 
(especially youth and women) affected 
by the vehemence of the fighting or prey 
to multi-faceted brutality were able to 
return to their lives and their environment.  
 
In the end, the reinforcement initiated by 
a new doctrine for the army should not be 
ignored by politicians. According to Antonin 
Tisseron, they are called upon to prepare the 
“wars of tomorrow”, to decide when to use 
armed force, to give the military tool relevant 

politico- strategic goals and adapted means 
to win (Tisseron: 2009). Consequently, one of 
the major challenges in eradicating violent 
extremism in Cameroon and stabilizing the 
Lake Chad region is to better institutionalize 
the security doctrine of the active population, 
a phenomenon of strategic interaction 
between the DSF and civilians for optimal 
collaboration in the search for lasting peace.
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PARTNERSHIP WITH THE MNJTF MUST BE 
SUSTAINED: FC URGES BRITISH DEFENCE 

STAFF FOR WEST AFRICA

The Force Commander Maj Gen Abdul 
Ibrahim has pointed out the need for 
the United Kingdom (UK) to continue 

to partner with the MNJTF in order to achieve 
its objectives. He noted that the enormous 
task of MNJTF require assistance to enable 
it sustain and succeed in its fight against 
terrorists in the LCB region.  In one of the visits, 
the FC MNJTF Major General Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim praised the UK’s support to the 
MNJTF, describing it as a critical intervention 
which has multiple effects capable of driving 
further successes of the Force. The FC made 
the remarks when he hosted a delegation 
led by the British Defence Adviser (DA) to 
Nigeria and Head of British Defence Staff 
West Africa, Air Commodore Paul Warwick 
CBE. The visit took place on 25 November 
2021 at the HQ MNJTF N’Djamena Chad. 
 
General Ibrahim expressed immense 
appreciation for the series of interventions in 
the areas of assorted training for the MNJTF 
personnel and medical outreaches for the 
benefit of the communities across the Lake 
Chad region in all 4 countries. “It is evident 
that these crucial interventions defined a new 
way of meaningful collaboration between the 
MNJTF and the UK government through the 
LCBC” he said. Adding that, the Force is poised 
to speedily end the scourge of terrorists’ 
activities in the region; thus UK’s continuous 
intervention is highly desirable and solicited. 
 
The UK Defence Adviser said, the Lake Chad 
Basin is a very important area and UK considers 
its stability as a priority. He commended the 
MNJTF for its operational successes and said, 
the UK would continue to support the MNJTF. 
He said UK’s involvement in the area is built 
on trust and mutual respect and requested 
for constant communication to achieve this.  
 

 
Air Commodore Warwick said, the military 
approach alone cannot solve the problem and 
therefore , requires a comprehensive approach 
where civil societies and their capabilities are 
integrated into the efforts of tackling terrorism. 
 
Highlights of the visit were the presentation 
of the information brief on MNJTF activities 
and souvenirs. 
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FC MNJTF receives British Defence Adviser (DA) Air Commodore Paul Warwick

FC MNJTF presents plaque to British Defence Adviser (DA)

Group photograph with British Defence Adviser (DA) and HQ MNJTF personnel
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The MNJTF is one of the regional military 
forces operating in the Lake Chad and Sahel 
regions. Others are G5 Sahel and Operation 

Barkhane (a French military outfit) operating in 
the Sahel. These regional military forces jointly 
and mutually support each other in stemming the 
spread of terrorism in the Lake Chad and Sahel 
regions. The Force Commander (FC) of Op Barkhane 
Maj Gen Laurent Michon and his entourage paid 
an official visit to the HQ MNJTF on 22 Dec 21.  
 
The Force Commander (FC) Multinational Joint 
Task Force (MNJTF) Maj Gen AK Ibrahim welcomed 
the FC Op Barkhane and his entourage to HQ 
MNJTF. He stated that the MNJTF was lucky 
to host such a high profile, experienced and 
accomplished senior officer in its bossom. He 
also commended the professionalism of the 
staff of the Centre for Coordination and Liaison 
(CCL) in the domain of intelligence sharing as 
 
The FC further declared that the visit will afford the 
two  institutions the opportunity to consolidate 
the existing relationship in counterinsurgency in 
order to rid the region of terrorists and put an 
end to terrorism in the Lake Chad region AOR.  
After a detailed information brief on the MNJTF 
and its activities, the FC Op Barkhane on his 
part, expressed his gratitude for the warm 
reception addressed to his entourage and himself.  
 
He recognised that both institutions mostly share 
the same AOR which implies that they have a 
common threat, thus paving the way for a greater 

collaboration in the nearby future. He also stated 
that the enemy had no boundaries and is surely 
linked to other terrorists groups around the world 
such as Daesh, ISWAP and ISIS. Consequently, 
the MNJTF should encourage coalition and 
coordination of forces in order to work together 
towards the achievement of a convergent objective. 
 
General Michon also commended the MNJTF for its 
tremendous operational successes and promised 
that Op Barkhane will continue to support 
the MNJTF within its means and capabilities 
in the domains of equipment, education, 
training, counter IEDs as well as providing 
CIMIC assistance to the affected population. 
 
Thereafter, the FC MNJTF expressed his gratitude 
to Maj Gen Laurent Michon and promised to make 
good use of the available resources in order to 
put an end to the war and ensure the return of the 
population back to their ancestral homes.

FORCE COMMANDER OPERATION 
BARKHANE VISITS HQ MNJTF

Group photograph of MNJTF hierarchy with FC Op Barkhane 
Maj Gen Laurent Michon
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The MNJTF had been lauded for the efforts and 
strategies adopted in its operations towards 
ensuring that terrorists activities  in the region 

are brought to an end. The Force Commander, Maj 
Gen Ibrahim made this statement recently during 
the visit of United Nations team to the headquartes 
MNJTF. The MNJTF commenced in 2014, when Boko 
Haram Terrorists (BHT) scaled up their nefarious 
activities leading to the wanton destruction of lives 
and properties of the communities in the Lake Chad 
Basin. This necessitated the member nations of the 
Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) to fall back 
on the existing security framework of the MNJTF. 
Accordingly, at its 484th Meeting of Heads of States 
and Governments held in Addis Ababa on 29 January 
2015, the African Union Peace and Security Council 
(AUPSC) decided to support the efforts of the LCBC 
Member States and Benin through an authorization 
of the deployment of the MNJTF. Thus, the MNJTF 
was remodeled and re- operationalized with an 
increased capacity of about 10,000 troops and its 
new Headquarters located in N’Djamena – Chad. 
 
The MNJTF was then mandated among others to 
“create a safe and secure environment in the areas 
affected by the activities of Boko Haram and other 
terrorist groups, in order to significantly reduce 
violence against civilians and other abuses. The Force 
started operations on 30th July 2015 with Cameroon, 
Chad, Niger and Nigeria as Troops Contributing 
Countries. In a reminiscence of the activities of the 
Force against the BHT/ISWAP terrorists, the AUPSC 
at its 1057th virtual meeting held on 14 January 2022 
considered the report on the MNJTF and decided 
to renew its mandates for another period of twelve 
(12) months with effect from 01 February 2022. 
 
During the meeting, members of the Council, 
Chairpersons of ECOWAS, and ECCAS, the Head of 

Mission MNJTF, Ambassador Mamman Nuhu and the 
Force Commander MNJTF Major General AK Ibrahim 
extensively deliberated on the progress and challenges 
of the Force. The Council noted with appreciation 
and commended the significant recorded progress 
and display of commitment by the Force in fighting 
the insurgents. They applauded the dedication and 
determination of the troops towards degrading the 
operational capability of the BHT/ISWAP terrorists in 
the region. The Council equally paid tribute to the 
soldiers and civilians who have paid the ultimate 
price and expressed heartfelt condolences to the 
families and Governments of those that have lost 
their lives in the course of  the fight against terror. 
 
While condemning the obnoxious activities of the 
terrorists against the civilians and troops, which have 
exacerbated serious humanitarian crisis in the region, 
the Council reiterated its resolve to mobilise adequate 
resources and support to the MNJTF in order   to 
enhance its professional capabilities in combating 
the menace of the insurgents. In recognition and 
appreciation of the tremendous support of the 
European Union (EU) to the MNJTF, AU repeated its 
appeals to member states, other strategic partners 
and the international community to redouble their 
humanitarian support to the affected communities to 
enable them safely resettle in their ancestral home. 
 
The AU Commission assured the MNJTF of its 
necessary support to enable it consolidate on the 
recorded operational successes against the BHT/
ISWAP terrorists and violent extremism in the Lake 
Chad region. Adding that it will heighten its efforts 
to supporting the LCBC to deepen the partnership 
with the ECOWAS and ECCAS, as well as other 
relevant regional institutions and non- Governmental 
organisations.

AFRICAN UNION 
PROMISES MORE ASSISTANCE 
TO MNJTF TO ACHIEVE  ITS 

MANDATES
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The MNJTF is priveleged to collaborate 
and receive support from strategic 
partners such as the EU, the CCL and 

Op Barkhane. The UN is also an important 
strategic partner to the MNJTF, which was 
reiterated during the visit of a UN team to 
N’Djamena. During the meeting, the Force 
Commander (FC) Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) Major General Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim 
assured the United Nations (UN) continuous 
collaboration and synergy with its agencies in 
the course of the execution of MNJTF mandates.  
 
The FC made the remarks when he received a UN 
delegation led by the Deputy Director, Regional 
Operations Division, United Nations Department 
of Safety and Security (UNDSS) Mrs Poussin 
Florence at the HQ MNJTF on 19 January 2022. 
General Ibrahim welcomed the delegation and 
expressed appreciation for the visit, which he 
said will surely reinforce and enhance the already 
existing relationship. As part of the activities 
marking the visit, an information brief detailing the 
MNJTF activities was presented to the delegation 
and thereafter an interactive session took place. 

While highlighting some of the MNJTFs 
mandate, the Force Commander was emphatic 
on the positive impact of critical roles of the 

UN agencies and other Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) in the implementation of 
the MNJTFs mandate. He added that, the MNJTF 
facilitates the return of IDPs and refugees to 
their ancestral homes, hence the urgent need 
for UN intervention to stabilize the situation 

in the Lake Chad region. “The personnel of the 
MNJTF across the sectors are equally engaged 
in training on Human rights and International 
Humanitarian laws, so as to keep abreast with 
contemporary global best practices” he said.  
In her remarks, while acknowledging the unique 
nature of the MNJTF of using a collective 
approach to solving the security challenges 
within the region, Mrs Poussin Florence 
thanked the FC for the detailed brief and 
warm reception to the delegation. She said, 
UN will continue to support and collaborate 
with MNJTF to enable it achieve its mandates.  
 
She explained that, the UNDSS is responsible 
for risk management by assessing the level of 
risks of any programe proposed by the UN to its 
different strategic partners. She commended the 
recorded successes of the Force, as she noted 
that the intensity of the terrorists’ obnoxious 
activities have considerably reduced in the Lake 
Chad basin.

UN DSS 
VISITS HQ 

MNJTF 

FC MNJTF received Deputy Director Regional Operations Division UNDSS Mrs 
Poussin Florence at HQ MNJTF

FC MNJTF presents a souvenir to Deputy Director UNDSS
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UNITED KINGDOM AND MNJTF 
REINFORCE COOPERATION IN COUNTER 
INSURGENCY OPERATIONS IN THE LAKE 

CHAD REGION

The cooperation and relationship between 
the United Kingdom (UK) and the 
Multinational Joint Taskforce (MNJTF) has 

taken a new dimension in counter insurgency 
operation. This was reflected during the recent 
visit of the Commander Operation TURUS, 
Colonel Rory Shannon to HQ MNJTF on 1 February 
2022. The Force Commander (FC) MNJTF Major 
General Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim welcomed the 
delegation to N`Djamena and the HQ MNJTF.  
 
The FC acknowledged his regular working visits 
to the HQ MNJTF. Thus, he proposed a field 
visit to one of the sectors in his subsequent 
visits, in a bid to have firsthand  information  
on  the  progress  of  the  MNJTF activities. 
 
General Ibrahim highlighted that the recorded 
achievements have so far enabled the return 
to normalcy in most areas previously occupied 
by the terrorists in the Lake Chad basin. He said 

that, the MNJTF facilitated the restoration of 
local authorities in towns and villages such as 
Baga, Banki, Baroua, Amchide being towns in 
Nigeria, Niger and Cameroun where Internally 
Displaced Persons and refugees, who have 
returned are living in a peaceful environment.  
 

Group picture of HQ MNJTF personnel with Commander Op TURUS Col Shannon Rory

Cordial exchange of greetings between FC MNJTF, Commander Op TURUS and COS 
MNJTF
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As part of the programme, a detailed 
information brief was presented reflecting 
MNJTF activities. While expressing gratitude 
for the warmth reception, the Commander 
stated that his role was to provide command 
and control to assigned British troops  in  west  
Africa  and  the  Lake  Chad  regions.  He equally 
commended the British personnel embedded 
in Centre Coordination and Liaison (CCL), 
which is one of the MNJTF’s strategic partners.  
 
As he applauded the operational efforts of 
the MNJTF, which has taken great strides to 
counter terrorism. He recognized that the 
MNJTF is a unique structure that has a real 
military bearing in the fight against insurgents 
in the region. Colonel Rory assured that the 
UK through the CCL, will continue to provide 
necessary training assistance to enhance the 
Force’s operational capabilities, as well as 
humanitarian support to the affected population. 
 
He acknowledged that the MNJTF operates in 
a complex environment, faced with daunting 
operational challenges, as such he promised to 
present these challenges for possible additional 
support. The Commander urged for more 
ways that can strengthen the partnership and 
collaboration in support of MNJTF’s activities.

EXPERTS PRAISES 
MNJTF EFFORTS IN 
ACHIEVING PEACE 

AND SECURITY

An African Union Commission (AUC)Team 
of Experts led by Mr Ahmadu Diongue, 
Principal Advisor and Coordinator of the 

Team of Experts visited the HQ MNJTF on 2 
February 2022. The delegation mission in Chad is 
to help achieve a smooth political transition and 
facilitate all the procedures relative to the Chadian 
national dialogue. The Team Leader started by 
expressing his satisfaction with the achievements 
of MNJTF in accomplishing its mandates. 
 
He highlighted that the MNJTF is part  of an important 
mechanism which facilitates the maintenance  of 
stability and peace as   a   contribution to global 
peace and security. He appreciated the cordial 
and mutual relationship that  exist between 
AUC and the MNJTF for the benefit of the 
population in the Lake Chad Basin. Mr Ahmadu 
solicited the support and experience of MNJTF 
to enable them achieve their mission in Chad. 
 
The FC assured them of MNJTF’s support to 
attain the objectives of their noble assignment, 
which will greatly enhance peace and stability 
across the region. General Ibrahim averred that 
both AU and MNJTF have shared aspiration for 
promotion of peace and stability in Chad, taking 
cognisance of N’Djamena as the host city of the 
HQ MNJTF.

FC MNJTF receives AU team of experts at MNJTF HQ Conference hall
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INSPIRING CREATIVITY
ABSTRACT
The greatest obstacles of creative process are fear, complacency and lack of 
confidence in individuals or leaders. Moving from the realm of ideation to 
innovation requires courage. There are however, many environmental and self - 
imposed factors and processes that either enable or deter creativity to occur. Thus, 
the need to examine inspiring creativity form a confined perspective of internal 
processes which are driven by instincts that can be described as explorer, artist, 
judge and warrior dimensions. The paper therefore , conceptualized divergent 
thinking convergent thinking, cognitive processes that drive creativity such as 
explorer intuition , Artist intuition, judge intuition , warrior intuition and the paper 
conversed connecting the creative intuition process and therefore suggested 
ways to improve or sustain the drive for innovation. The paper concluded that, 
thou, competition and threat are a driving function for innovation; leadership 
must be astute to define the problem or threat and visionary to provide the 
conductive organizational climate to enhance innovation. 

Keywords: Inspiring creativity, internal process, cognitive process, creativity.
Maj Gen C Ofoche 
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INTRODUCTION 
The 21st Century environment is one that 
can be characterized as volatile, fast paced 
and complex. Globalization and Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) have been 
major drives of change that has enhanced the 
flow of information around the world at speeds 
previously unimaginable. These have improved 
the speed of trading and human interaction 
between and within countries resulting in 
new alliances and relationships. Status quo is 
constantly challenged thus creating a dynamic 
world driven by human activity of creativity 
and innovation. Success in virtually all aspects 
of human endeavour in the century is largely 
by Innovative and creative skills in order to 
navigate the volatile, uncertain complex and 
ambiguous landscape. 
Creativity is a broad term is a broad term that 
has different interpretations depending on the 
context in which it is discussed. Gerard (2007) 
noted that, ordinarily creativity is a process 
that leads to change; such as the creation of 
a unique, original or new product. Sometimes 
creativity can be termed as ingenuity. There 
are however, many environmental and self 
- imposed factors and processes that either 

enable or deter creativity to occur. The creative 
process essentially consists of divergent action 
when new ideas are sought and a convergent 
action to synthesis the idea in order meet a 
need. Creativity happens when someone takes 
the responsibility for the idea and does what 
is necessary to implement it. Gerard (2007) 
made it clear that, innovations are products 
of creativity which is the connection of own 
or experiences of others, knowledge and 
technology. On the contrary, nothing happens 
until you start the process; and most processes 
are stalled when you don’t have the skills or 
energy to get around it. Unfortunately many 
ideas end up in the second group (Roger, 1996 ). 
 
The purpose of this article is to discuss the 
internal processes that are necessary to stimulate 
creativity. This article will be confined to the 
internal processes which are driven by instincts 
that can be described as explorer, artist, judge 
and warrior dimensions. It will also suggest ways 
to improve or sustain the drive for innovation. 

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS
In “The cognitive , emotional and neural 
correlates of creativity researchers Matthijs 
Baas , Carsten DeDreu and Bernard Arjan Nistad 
nicely explain everything we know to - date 
about what causes creativity:

The researchers opined that research spanning 
about 53 years strongly indicate that “not 
everything is known about how creativity 
works, but that some things help (innovative) 

Creativity doesn’t wait for perfect 
moment. It fashions its own perfect 

moments out of ordinary ones”

--- Bruce Garrabrandt
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and some things hinder (disruptive).” Drawing 
from this assertion, this article will dwell on 
innovative actions and key concepts in this 
article that require definitions to ensure better 
understanding of its content include Divergent 
and Convergent Thinking.

DIVERGENT THINKING 
Divergent thinking is our ability to think more 
freely and loosely, as opposed to rigid and fixed. 
It is a process that subject previous assumptions 
to critique and interrogation. The validation in 
this area of flexible thinking is the importance of 
an incubation period: time spent in a conscious 
effort in order to let the subconscious mind 
develop and strengthen neural pathways. 
Techniques to stimulate divergent thinking 
include meditation, brainstorming, free - 
writing, mind or subject mapping, getting 
ample rest, regular walks, have all shown to be 
perfect for idea incubation.
 
CONVERGENT THINKING 
Convergent thinking is a term coined by Joy Paul 
Guilford as the opposite of divergent thinking. 
It generally means the ability to synthesize 
using established rules for problem solving. It 
involves combining or joining different ideas 
together based on elements that these ideas 
have in common. Convergent thinking is the 
ability to see where ideas are similar, consciously 
and with effort. This type of thinking can be 
tricky, arguably the best way to do work with a 
group of minded individuals in an effort solve 
a problem or simply have really free - flowing 
conversations.
 
COGNITIVE PROCESSES THAT DRIVE 
CREATIVITY 
This article does not into the philosophy or 
psychology of creativity but will discuss human 
intuitions and practical ways that drive the 
process of creativity. There really is no ideal 
pattern to creative thinking. No perfect pill you 
can swallow to stimulate all of the necessary 

processes that make creative insights occur. No 
task or exercise you can perform to spark an 
idea in our mind. There are, however, certain 
scientifically shown things we can do to increase 
the likelihood of having creative thoughts such 
as deep introspection, physical exercise etc. 
Anecdotal evidence from Thousands of years of 
years of human history however indicate that 
there is no such perfect pattern, no easy - to 
swallow pill; at least, not yet.  In order to reap 
the most benefit from the billions of neural 
systems in the brain, conscious effort must be 
made to direct the thinking process. 
To achieve workable results, it is wise to 
practise divergent thinking with the intent of 
getting divergent inputs. This process would 
entail questioning fundamental assumptions, 
principles and norms. This can be achieved 
through mind mapping, free writing, or 
by asking good investigative questions. In 
addition to divergent and flexible thinking, 
convergent and persistent thinking also play 
a part in creativity. These Cognitive processes 
of divergent and convergent thinking can be 
further be broken into subsets of intuitions that 
are usually present throughout the creative 
process. These intuitions can be characterized 
as explorer, artist, judge and warrior.
 
EXPLORER INTUITION 
The explorer intuition is one that searches for 
facts, theories, concepts, rules, information, 
feelings and impression in order to find new 
ideas to solve problems. Exploring involves 
venturing off a routine path; it also means 
accepting new ideas. A good explorer has an 
insight outlook, this attitude makes it possible 
to recognize that different ideas have the 
potential to come together to form something 
new. The more diverse and divergent your 
sources, the more original the ideas you create 
is likely to be.  Also, in the course of exploring 
there is reference to vicarious experience and 
the wisdom to learn and apply it in the new 
situation. Ideas are original only in its adaption 
to the problem you are trying to solve. (Roger, 
1996).
 
ARTIST INTUITION 
The ideas generated by the explorer is usually 
manipulated and transformed by the artist 
to give them value. This process involves the 
transformation of raw materials into new ideas 
and problems into opportunities. Gerard (2007) 
stated that, artist role is all about changing 

Research has shown that creative 
outcomes are a function of multiple 

cognitive processes, including divergent 
and flexible thinking the use of flat 

and broad ( as opposed to steep and 
narrow) associative arches, convergent 

and persistent thinking, and incubation - 
driven processes.
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patterns , looking at things in different ways , 
and experimenting with various approaches . 
The artist role toys with concepts, he plays with 
his objective and decides to focus on a subject. 
For instance, in the process of eliminating 
harmful insects such as mosquitoes and other 
disease carrying vectors, instead of killing them 
with pesticide that have harmful side effect on 
the environment, they could be given specially 
targeted hormones that would prevent their 
sex organs from reaching maturity and then 
they wouldn’t be able to reproduce themselves. 
The artist should have the ability to look in the 
opposite direction for ideas.
  
The artist intuition is both divergent and 
convergent in the course of synthesizing 
the available ideas. The artist utilizes the 
available information, patterns and ideas and 
transforming it into something new. It may 
include adding something, taking something 
away, using imagination and experimentation 
to arrive at the formation of a new and original 
product. When a product a invented a process 
of evaluating the ideas in performed by “the 
judge” to determine its utility.

THE JUDGE INTUITION
Roger, (1996) observed that, the judge’s intuition 
in the creative process is delicate as it involves a 
critical scrutiny and evaluation of the new ideas 
to determine its value. The judge’s evaluation 
consists assessing the risk value and figuring 
out the ideas chances for success and failure. 
The outcome of the processed ideas of the 
judge must be good enough for the warrior to 
fight for, but the process also needs to be open 
enough not to stifle your artist’s imagination 
. For instance, if the evaluation process is not 
critical enough, the warrior may end up getting 
hurt, because a sub - standard innovation or 
product may not sell no matter the effort of the 
warrior. Also, if the evaluation process is not 
open enough, the artist may not be creative. 
The purpose of the judge is to help get good 
ideas produced, not to revel in the beauty of his 
criticism. A creative judge makes a distinction 
between errors of commission (errors you make 
when trying something new) , and errors of 
omission ( errors you make by doing nothing 
and perhaps losing an opportunity).

The judge must be able to determine the right 
time for the new ideas or innovation to be 
operational or brought to the market. It is worthy 

of note that the greatest idea at the wrong time 
is a loser. To be effective, the evaluating process 
should take note of the merits and demerits 
of obsolete ideas, determine the veracity of 
available information on the new ideas, and 
determine the right time to make the decision 
on the product. Striking the right balance from 
these numerous variables is the main task of the 
evaluation process. This is one of the core ideas 
of creative thinking. The evaluation process is 
convergent in nature, and is time consuming; 
the product of this process synthesizes the new 
ideas preparatory for the warrior’s roles in the 
market.

THE WARRIOR INTUITION 
The warrior’s intuition is that of actualizing 
dreams. The generation of ideas is the part; 
making it a reality is another thing. New ideas 
can be threatening to the status quo because 
they question existing rules hierarchies and 
assumptions. A new idea is different by nature 
and it takes mental strength to risk failure 
or rejection. To determine the workability 
or success of a brilliant idea is difficult in an 
environment that is unpredictable. To overcome 
these uncertainties, there would be a need 
to develop the strategy and have the mental 
perseverance and passion to succeed. Thus, a 
crucial element of creative thinking is having 
the courage to execute creative strategies. The 
warrior must have the courage to take risk and 
have the commitment to pursue the ideas to 
reality. The world of imagination is filled with 
endless possibilities and boundless resources 
but the world of action is different because it 
has finite resources and even less of that single 
most important commodity - time (Roger, 
1996).

The warrior intuition is convergent in nature 
because at this point of the process the idea 
must have been refined and target use or 
market determined. The warrior must have 
the ability, knowledge and staying - power to 
communicate and convince the target audience 
on necessity for the innovation. When you adopt 
this role, not only do you take responsibility 
for making the idea a reality you also provide 
the payoff for the whole creative process. The 
creative process is not a series of linear steps 
but an on - going cycle. It is the warrior role 
that completes the loop and gives feedback to 
the other roles about what works, what doesn’t 
and what has possibilities (Roger, 1996).
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PROCESS CONNECTING THE CREATIVE 
INTUITION 
Drawing from Tanner Christensen’s research on 
creative thinking, he opined that persistence is 
one of the truly underlining and vital aspects 
of creative success it is usually very difficult 
to stay with a problem or idea long enough 
to allow divergent and convergent thinking to 
take their course - naturally and often through 
varying phases of incubation. Most people give 
up on an idea or accept immediate solution 
long before the ideas (or Ideas) have had time 
to simmer in the mind.
 

Being able to persist through an idea - by 
balancing the interplay of intuitive activities of 
(explorer, artist, judge and warrior) even after 
the product has seemingly reached its peak or 
thoroughly been resolved - regularly leads to 
newer and better ideas.

Generally, it can be safely deduced that 
creativity could be influenced by emotions, 
energy, and motivations. These elements can 
be categorized into the cognitive or physical 
dimensions. Certainly, the best emotions for 
creativity are polarized ones: high levels of 
happiness or deep lows of anger or despair. 
The reason these emotional, appetitive 
cues fuel creativity is because they are 
often associated with high levels of energy.  
 
Thus, the adrenaline of fear or endorphins of 
love excitement stimulate the process. This 
leads us to the importance of physical and 
cognitive energy in creative thinking. Without 
enough energy to pursue divergent pathways 
of thinking, our brains are inclined to do “what 
work - and restrict our thoughts into following 
the existing neural pathways that are large in – 
charge.

CONCLUSION 
The creative process is iterative; while some 
processes are divergent others are convergent 
in nature. The greatest obstacles of the creative 
process are fear, complacency and lack of 
confidence. Moving from the realm of ideation 
to innovation requires courage. Thus, it is your 
strength and beliefs that can make it happen. 
Henry Ford succinctly captures the essence of 
this point that “ Whether you think you can or 
can’t you’re right. With a can - do attitude, you 
give yourself courage, and eliminate the self - 
doubt and fear of failure that may prevent you 
from reaching your objective. Conversely with 
a can’t - do attitude or wont - do attitude, you 
impose a restrain on your abilities that may 
prevent you or someone else from reaching the 
desired objective.

Negative reaction to new ideas isn’t a bad 
thing because many new ideas aren’t good 
and they can be a drain on resources. However, 
the criticism should be positive and offer an 
alternative to keep the creative process going. 
On the whole, creative is all about having 
the right attitude and character to accept 
new ideas. The innovative sparks usually 
occur when the environment is conducive 
and people are motivated. The innovative 
sparks can also be initiated when people 
are challenged or in a desperate situation.  

Competition and threat are a driving 
function for innovation: leadership must 
be astute to define the problem or threat 
and visionary to provide the conductive 
organizational climate to enhance innovation. 
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“Grit is what allow creative geniuses 
to keep pressing on through failures 

and bad ideas in order to uncover truly 
valuable concept. This is especially 
true for creativity, which regularly 

entails the act of encountering false 
positives or discouraging results. For 

example: Thomas Edison and his team 
of inventors tested some thousands or 
more variations of filament for their 
light bulb before ending up with the 

unique carbon version.”
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ACTIVITIES OF THE 
MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE

The Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) hosts several activities as part of 
its collaboration with key stakeholders 

to accomplish its mandate in the Lake Chad 
Basin region. These activities include high-
level visits and interactions with key partners. 
 
The UK Special Envoy for the Sahel, Her 
Excellency Nicola Crissel visited the HQ 
MNJTF on 2 June 2022. She was received 
by the FC, Major General Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim, and briefed on the activities of 
the MNJTF, including its kinetic and non-
kinetic operations to control terrorism 
in the Lake Chad Basin region. In her 
comments, she expressed appreciation for 
the work of the MNJTF in this important 
region and assured the MNJTF of the UKs  

continuous support in fulfilling its mandate. 
She was accompanied on her visit by the 
Acting Commander of the Coordination 
and Liaison Center (CCL), Lieutenant 
Colonel Faye Johnson of the British Army. 
 

Group photograph of the FC and the UK Special Envoy to the Sahel, HE Nicola Crissel
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The media is the most powerful 
communication tool that influences 
community opinion and action. Part 

of the MNJTF’s activities is also to maintain 
and strengthen relationships with the media, 
which the MNJTF recognizes as key players. 
To this end, the Force Commander, Major 
General Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim, organized 

a meeting with selected journalists from 
Nigeria on 1 June 2022. In his remarks, 
General Ibrahim said he was delighted that 
the journalists accepted his invitation to brief 
them on the MNJTFs activities. He assured 
them of his utmost cooperation in working 
together to ensure positive dissemination of 
information. He also urged them to use their 
considerable influence to get the message 
out to the terrorists to lay down their 

Another high-level visitor was the European 
Union Special Representative for the Sahel 
(EUSRS), Her Excellency Mrs. Emmanuela 
Del Re, who visited the MNJTF HQ on 
Monday, 6 June 2022. She was accompanied 
by the EU Ambassador to Chad and 
was received by the Force Commander. 
 
In her remarks, the Special Representative 
noted that cooperation with the MNJTF is 
very important and that a concerted effort 
must be made to achieve the goals set in 
the fight against BHT/ISWAP. Furthermore, 
she noted the commitment and dedication 
of the troops and therefore urged the troops 
to maintain the momentum of the ongoing 
Operation LAKE SANITY. She reaffirmed that 
the EU will continue to support the MNJTF 
in its efforts to combat the insurgency in the 
region. She was briefed in detail on the MNJTF 
and its activities, as well as the successes and 
challenges of the force.

THE FORCE 
COMMANDER 
HOLD MEDIA 

BRIEFS

Arrival and military honnours to HE Emanuela Del Re, Special Representative of 
the EU for the Sahel

The FC, interviewed by Cameroonian media
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arms like thousands of their compatriots. 
 
Journalists were briefed on the MNJTF and 
in particular on Operation LAKE SANITY, 
followed by an interactive session during 
which they were able to ask questions and 
clear up any doubts they might have had. 
 
Similarly, the FC, during his operational visit 
to Sector 1 of Mora under the auspices of 
the MNJTF, asked the troops to maintain 
the pace of the operation. He also held a 
conference with the Cameroonian press, 
focusing on the MNJTF and its operations, 
particularly the ongoing Operation 
LAKE SANITY. He praised the   Sector 1 
Commander, Brigadier General Bouba 
Dobekreo and his troops for their tremendous 
achievements despite the challenges. 
 
The FC paid tribute to the troop contributing 
countries for their efforts in stabilizing the 
Lake Chad region. He commended the 
Republic of Cameroon for its stabilizing role 
and said the operation had achieved many 
results, with normalcy gradually returning 
to the Lake Chad Basin region. He called for 
more cooperation and support from countries 
in the region. He called for the provision 
of more equipment and the injection of 
technology to give the MNJTF a considerable 

advantage over all its adversaries. He stated 
that the MNJTF will continue its operations 
even after Operation LAKE SANITY.

Group photograph of the FC with Nigerian journalists

The FC addressing journalists during media briefing
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OP SHARAN FAGE:  MNJTF 
RECORDS TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

In its continued commitment to swiftly 
end the menace of the insurgency in the 
Lake Chad Region, the Multinational Joint 

Task Force (MNJTF) recently conducted OP 
SHARAN FAGE with MNJTF troops drawn 
from Sector 3 Monguno (Nigeria) and Sector 
4 Diffa (Niger). The recently concluded 
operation which was heavily supported 
by OP HADIN KAI (Nigeria) targeted 
Boko Haram/ISWAP criminal terrorists 
hibernating in the vicinity of Mallam Fatori 

town towards the fringes of the Lake Chad. 
In line with its mandate to support and 
facilitate willing internally displaced persons 
and refugees to return voluntarily and 
safely to their ancestral homes, the MNJTF 
provided security for the continuous security 
enhancement work in this area and would do 
so until the inhabitants return. The operation 
also created a favourable atmosphere 
under which the festivities marking the 
63rd Anniversary of the proclamation of the 
Republic of Niger was peacefully conducted 
on 18 December 2021 in Diffa, with His 
Excellency, President Mohamed Bazoum in 
attendance. It should be noted that this was 
the first of such celebration in many years. 
 
Troops met strong resistance from the 
terrorists, who launched several mortar 

attacks, laid Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs) along the troops route of advance and 
further attacks with Vehicle Borne Improvised 
Explosive Devices (VBIEDs). However, the 
troops brought superior fire power to bear 
on the insurgents, forcing them to abandon 
their enclaves. Operation SHARAN FAGE was 
massively supported by the air component 
of Operation Hadin Kai and other partners 
with air assets and surveillance Equipment.  
 

This Support spurred the determined troops 
to successfully clear enemy hideouts in 
and around AREGE,   GASHIGAR,   ASAGA,   
KAINOA,   BANA   and KAMAGUNMA among 
other general areas. In the course of this 
operation, 22 Boko Haram terrorists were 
neutralised, 5 of their gun trucks destroyed, 
5 motorcycles and several logistic bunkers 
were destroyed while 8 AK47 Rifles were 
recovered. Regrettably, 6 members of the 
JTF (2 officers and 4 other ranks) from both 
countries paid the supreme sacrifice in the 
line of duty with about 16 wounded in action. 
17 suspects were arrested in the general 
area of operations and are being profiled. 
 
On Wednesday, 29 Dec 21, the Force 
Commander, MNJTF, Maj Gen Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim on a debriefing mission visited the 

Various types of motorcycles of BHTs destroyed
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MNJTF Headquarters in Diffa Niger Republic 
where he addressed the officers and men 
after receiving an after action brief by the 
Operational Commanders. He commended 
the uncommon display of gallantry, 
professionalism and courage by the troops 
who have taken the fight to the criminals; 
hideouts in their areas. He said after listening 
to the brief, that a lot still needs to be done 
but this was a good starting point. He 
promised to mobilise more equipment and 
other operational enablers to the Sectors.  
 
He declared year 2022 as a year of decision for 
the MNJTF as he vowed to uproot the criminals 
from their hideouts in the lake. He paid tribute 
to the fallen heroes whom he described 
as martyrs of freedom. He appealed to the 
people of the Lake Chad Basin to continue 
to support the MNJTF and to bring forward 
information. He further assured them of the 

MNJTFs resolve to clear the operational area 
and make it safe for all in the coming year 
in compliance with directives of the Service 
Chiefs of the Lake Chad Basin Countries.  
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THE SEIZURE OF 
ILLEGAL WEAPONS

BY THE JOINT 
DISARMAMENT 

COMMISSION OF CHAD

In an apparent effort to thwart the proliferation 
of small arms and light weapons and its security 
threat in the Lake Chad region, The Chadian 

Joint Disarmament Commission (JDC) displayed 
seized arms on 6 January 2022.  The ceremony was 
chaired by the Vice President of the Transitional 
Military Council (TMC) of Chad, Gen Djimadoum 
Tiraina, in the presence of senior Chadian military 
officers and Heads of Diplomatic Missions.  
 
He also recalled the commitment of the TMC 
to strengthening peace and stability, which is 
being realized through the commendable work 
of the JDC. While reassuring the Commission of 
the full support of the TMC, he also urged the 
partners to support the Chadian government in 
this disarmament phase, which will strengthen 

coexistence and peace building. The JDC has been 
in the forefront at curtailing the circulation and 
possession of illegal weapons among the citizens 
to avert obvious danger it poses to the society. 
 
The Chairman of the JDC, Maj Gen Djonta Marcel, 
announced that five hundred and thirteen (513) 
weapons of different calibres, illegally held by the 
population, were seized during the third stage, 
making a total of two thousand eight hundred 
and thirty four (2,834) weapons seized overall 
after six months of mopping and prospecting.  
Gen Djonta Marcel expressed gratitude to 
the President of the TMC for the salutary 

initiative, which will ensure the protection 
of the Chadian population. In addition, the 
Gen Djonta encouraged and congratulated 
the defence and security forces for the work 
accomplished. He appealed to those who still 
illegally possess weapons to hand them over 
to the disarmament units in their respective 
provinces so that peace can return to Chad. 
 
The Vice President of the TMC, Gen Tiraina 
expressed best wishes for the New Year 
to all invited guests and dignitaries who 
witnessed the occassion. He thanked them 
for their presence, which testifies to the 
importance they attach to stopping the illegal 
circulation of arms, which will help consolidate 
the authority of the State in the country. 

He also recalled the commitment of the TMC 
to strengthening peace and stability, which is 
being realized through the commendable work 
of the JDC. While reassuring the Commission 
of the full support of the TMC, he also 
urged the partners to support the Chadian 
government in this disarmament phase, which 
will strengthen coexistence and peace building. 
 
The JDC has been in the forefront at curtailing 
the circulation and possession of illegal weapons 
among the citizens to avert the obvious danger 
it poses to the society.

Display of weapons seized from the population
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THE IMPACT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION NON GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATION COGINTA ON THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS BY 

THE MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE

The revitalization of 
the Multinational 
Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) in 2015 
which involved 
the re - location 
of the MNJTF 
Headquarters from 
Baga in Nigeria to 
its present location 
in N’Djamena, 
Chad, was aimed 
at combating 
insurgency and 
terrorism in the Lake 
Chad Basin region. 

To achieve this, the MNJTF was therefore tasked with 
3 mandates by the Lake Chad Basin Commission 
(LCBC) through the authorization of the Heads of 
States of the Lake Chad Basin Countries including 
Benin and African Union. These were to create a 
safe and secure environment in the areas affected 
by the activities of the Boko Haram and other 
terrorists’ groups, facilitate the implementation of 
the overall stabilization programmes, including full 
restoration of state authority and return of IDPs 
and Refugees and facilitate within its capabilities, 
humanitarian operations and provide assistance to 
the affected population. The conduct of series of 
successful aggressive and punchy operations by 
the MNJTF has led to the degrading and defeat of 
several terrorists from many villages which were 
their strong holds and the corresponding rescue 
of thousands of captives. Consequently, safe and 
secure environments were thus created which 
has led to the return of many internally displaced 
persons and refugees.

The return of thousands of internally displaced 
persons and refugees to their ancestral homes, 
therefore underscores the need for the conduct of 
humanitarian operations in order to provide them 
with succour. To this end, the Force Commander 
MNJTF, Maj Gen Abdul Khalifa Ibrahim embarked 
on the conduct of aggressive Civil - Military 
Cooperation (CIMIC) activities through the 
distribution of food, drugs and other essential 
needs as well as the implementation of several 
quick impact projects. Some of these efforts were 
achieved solely with the personal resources of the FC 
while others were achieved in conjunction with the 
MNJTF strategic partners. These partners include 
the Centre for Liaison and Coordination (CCL) which 
is composed of officers from the United States, 

United Kingdom and France and the European 
Union Non Governmental Organisation COGINTA.  

The MNJTF strategic partner, EU through its NGO 
COGINTA, has immensely supported the Force. 
Their support is in two phases of which phase 
one has been completed. This phase of support 
to the MNJTF was rendered through the African 
Union (AU) and LCBC in line with the provisions 
of the Support Implementation Agreement 
(SIA). This support included the provision of Air 
Mobility, supply of Petroleum Oil and Lubricants, 
provision of C3IS, Medical Services etc. Similarly, 
the second phase of the EU direct support to the 
MNJTF which is yet to be implemented include the 
building of Nautical Outpost, provision of Boats, 
Radios and communication equipment, ISR and 
Drones, Counter IED Devices etc. In preparation 
for commencement of implementation of this 
phase, the MNJTF through the direction of the 
Force Commander has led several delegation visits 
to the 4 Sectors of the Force. The delegations have 
always been composed of MNJTF and COGINTA 
Staff Officers and the aim of the visits have been 
in two folds. The first was to make presentations 
on the Nautical Outpost including its importance 
and how it will be equipped while the second 
was to conduct reconnaissance for identification 
of suitable sites for building the Outpost. 
Accordingly, the first round of the delegation visits 
to the Sectors was to make presentations while 
the second round was to identify suitable sites for 
construction the Outposts. Having completed the 
visits, all is now set for construction of the Outpost 
which will commence soon.

Furthermore, the importance of the construction 
and equipping of these Nautical Outposts by 
the MNJTF strategic partners EU, cannot be over 
emphasized. This is in realization of the fact that 
the terrorists now use the Tumbuns as logistic 
bases and staging areas to carry out their attacks 
because the Force lacks amphibious capabilities to 
patrol the lakes. Accordingly, the construction and 
equipping of these Outposts with boats amongst 
others will therefore help to equip the MNJTF with 
maritime and amphibious assets thus enhance the 
Force’s capability to conduct patrols on the lakes. 
This gesture will accordingly greatly impact on the 
conduct of operations by the MNJTF and thus help 
the Force to completely rout the terrorists from 
the MNJTF AOR and bring terrorism within the LCB 
region to an end.
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FORCE 
COMMANDER 
MNJTF VISITS 

TROOPS IN THE 
FIELD

The Force Commander (FC) Multinational 
Joint Task Force, Maj Gen Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim made an operational visit to 

Headquarters 3 Battalion in Gamboru Ngala 
on 18 January 22. The FC was received by the 
Commanding Officer (CO) Lt Col AS Olasegbe 
. The FC and his entourage were given an 
operational brief by the CO and thereafter 
entertained by the cultural dancing groups 
of the Ngala community. The FC addressed 
troops of the Battalion and thanked them for 
their courage doggedness and dedication. 
He encouraged them to be more focused and 
ruthless in decimating the remnants of the BHTs/ 
ISWAP by supporting their CO in his operations. 
 
He also informed them that he has been briefed 
on their extended stay in the mission area. He 
however assured them that the AHQ was working 
assiduously to rotate them soonest and that they 
should remain patient and disciplined as always. 
The FC then addressed the Civilian Joint Task 
Force and Hunters in Gamboru by thanking them 
for volunteering to assist the military whenever 
they are called upon. He also assured them that 
plans were underway to ensure an end is brought 
to the menace of the BHts/ISWAP. He also 
met separately with government officials and 
representatives of security agencies in the area. 
 
Thereafter, the FC and his entourage accompanied 
by the CO 3 Battalion visited the MNJTF Sector 1 
(Cameroun) troops at Wulgo. The Commander 
Col Njock John William receive the FC and gave 
an operational brief at his Headquarters. The FC 
commended the Commander and his men for 
their hard work in holding their ground in-spite 
of the repeated attacks by the BHTs/ISWAP. He 
thanked them for their service and promised to 
support them at all times. The FC called for more 
collaboration between the MNJTF troops and the 
3 Bn troops in order to rid the region of terrorists.  

 
The FC then addressed the Civilian Joint Task 
Force and Hunters in Wulgo by thanking them 
for volunteering to assist the military whenever 
ecessary. The FC was taken on a guided tour 
of Wulgo town where it was observed that 
normalcy had been restored as traders were in 
the markets and farmers were in their farms.  
 
The FC also had a meeting with the Theatre 
Commander Op HADIN KAI who was also was on 
an operational tour in his area of responsibility. 
Issues discussed bordered on improving synergy 
and cooperation between the 2 operations.

FC MNJTF congratulates civilian joint task force of Wulgo in Cameroon

Group photograph with Sector 1 and Sector 3 personnel
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HQ MNJTF 
FACILITATES CCL 

VISIT TO HQ JOINT 
TASK FORCE
OPERATION 
HADIN KAI

In line with the desire to strengthen the level of 
coordination and liaison, the Mulutinational 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF) organized a working 

visit between the Centre for Coordination 
and Liaison (CCL) and the national forces of 
the Troops Contributing Countries (TCCs). A 
team from MNJTF/CCL led by Col Muhammad 
Dole paid a working visit to the Headquarters 
Joint Task Force (North East) Operation 
HADIN KAI (OPHK) on 23 February 2022.  
 
The main aim of the visit, which was organised at 
the direction of the Force Commander (FC), was to 
establish a working relationship between OPHK 
and the CCL, through the MNJTF mechanism, 
for the provision of vital intelligence and other 
forms of technical support in the common 
fight against Boko Haram/ISWAP terrorists. 
 
The  MNJT/CCL Team was received  at  the HQ 
OPHK Ops Room by the Theatre Commander 
(TC), Maj Gen CG Musa and his staff including 
the Deputy TC, Chief of Staff, Theatre 
Logistics Component Commander, Theatre 
Intelligence Commander, Maritime Component 
Commander among others. After formal 
introductions, Col Dole and Col Des Robert 
intimated the TC on the purpose of the visit.  
 
The TC welcomed the Team and stressed on 
the importance of the visit, which he said 
would enhance information sharing between 
the MNJTF and OPHK particularly as they were 
currently conducting Operation DESERT SANITY 
to defeat the terrorists within their Area of 
Responsibility. The TC said he had been looking 
forward to such a visit and commended the FC 
for the thoughtful initiative. Thereafter the Team 
was given a brief on the activities of OPHK.  
 
The brief covered an overview of OPHK Theatre of 
Operations as well as its kinetic and non-kinetic 

activities with particular emphasis on Operation 
DESERT SANITY. It was followed by an interactive 
session during which members of the CCL sought 
for clarification on some grey areas and offered 
some technical advise on some critical issues. 
 

The interactive session was followed by a group 
photograph, after which the MNJTF/CCL Team 
was treated to a sumptuous lunch. Before 
departing Maiduguri, the Team was taken on 
a guided tour of Maiduguri Metropolis. Areas 
visited included the Shehu of Borno Palace, 
University of Maiduguri and a popular Today’s 
Supermarket.

Commander Op Hadin Kai Maj Gen CG Musa receives CCL Team at HQ Op Hadin Kai 
in Maiduguri

Commander Op Hadin Kai presents plaque to CCL Head Col DesRobert
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HEAD OF MISSION 
VISITS MNJTF TACTICAL 
HEADQUARTERS DIFFA, 

The Head of Mission of the Multinational 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF) who is also the 
Executive Secretary of the Lake Chad Basin 

Commission, Ambassador  Mamman Nuhu  has  
commended troops of the MNJTF for their efforts 
in the ongoing Operation LAKE SANITY, urging 
them to sustain the pressure on Boko Haram(BH) 
and Islamic State of West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
terrorists to bring the insurgency to an end. He 
gave the commendation while on an assessment 
visit to the Tactical Headquarters MNJTF in 
Diffa Niger Republic on Friday 13, May 2022.  
 
He further stated that he was in Diffa to among 
others convey the appreciation of the Heads of 
States of MNJTF Troop Contributing Countries 
and the entire Lake Chad Basin Region to the 
troops for the success so far achieved in the 
operation. He was received on arrival at the 
Diffa Airport by the Governor of Diffa Region 
of Niger, His Exellency  Issa Lamine, and the FC 
MNJTF, Major General Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim, 

DFC and other senior officers of the MNJTF. 
Ambassador Mamman in his comments after 
being briefed, noted that the nature of insecurity 
in the Lake Chad region calls for deliberate and 
sustained effort as well as the cooperation of 
all participating countries to surmounting the 
security challenges.  He said he is happy that the 
MNJTF has been reinvigorated as they are taking 
the fight to the enemy in the tunbuns ( Lake Chad 

Islands ) which is the stronghold of the terrorists. 
While delivering his remarks, the FC welcomed the 
HoM and told him that the MNJTF is ever ready 
to carry out its mission to a logical conclusion. He 
called for more support from the various troops 
contributing countries and for more cooperation 
to enable them attain mission objectives.  
 
He requested for more equipment such as MRAPs 
for the various contingents of the Force. The 
HoM laid a wreath at the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Diffa in recognition of the soldiers who 
paid the supreme sacrifice in the search for peace 
under the MNJTF Flag. He addressed troops of 
the MNJTF and interacted with the Press where 
he called on the insurgents to lay down their 
arms immediately. 

...praises troops of  OP LAKE SANITY

HoM receives souvenir from FC

HoM MNJTF salutes personnel of Sector 4 HQ in company of FC MNJTF
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The leadership of Multinational Joint Task 
Force places premium importance on 
close assessment of combat and logistic 

readiness of the troops in the field. Inline with 
above the Deputy Force Commander (DFC) Brig 
Gen Assoumane Abdou made an operational visit 
to Sector 4 in Diffa, Niger Republic on 9 December, 
2021. He was impressed by the warm welcome 
he and his entourage received from the Sector 4 
Commander. During the brief, the DFC seized the 
opportunity to convey the Force Commander’s 
(FC) salutations and encouragements to the 
Sector’s personnel who have continued to shine 
through their bravery and dazzling actions in the 
field. At the end of the brief, he congratulated the 
staff officers for the quality of the presentation 
which highlighted the main activities of 
the Sector in the fight against terrorists. 
 
The DFC also emphasized on the fact that better 
collaboration and coordination between the 
troops of the different sectors will contribute 
effectively to prohibit any freedom of action 
of the enemy on the terrain. He further 
encouraged the strategic partners, to continue 
their support to the MNJTF operations by 
sharing information and experience, which will 
greatly weaken the capabilities of the enemy. 
 
Also, as part of his operational tour, the DFCs 
was at the Forward Operating Base (FOB) Mallam 
Fatori of Sector 3 in Nigeria. After a detailed 
brief of the ongoing operations, he commended 
the Commanding Officer and his troops for the 
resilience demonstrated during the operations. 
 
The  DFC  further  reiterated the FCs   
encouragements to the personnel, reminding 
them that their objective is to neutralize 
terrorists in order to create a safe and secure 

environment. However, Brig Gen Abdou 
Assoumane urged them to remain alert and 
to carry out offensive actions, which will 
help to implant doubt in the enemy’s mind. 

He reassured them that the MNJTF HQ will do 
its best to reinforce their operational capabilities 
in order to improve surveillance and tactical 
maneuvers in the field. Thus, the success of 
the tactical maneuvers against the BH/ISWAP 
insurgents will pave the way for the resettlement 
and relocation of Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) and refugees to their ancestral homes.

DFC VISITS 
FRONTLINE 

TROOPS

DFC MNJTF Brig Gen Harouna Assoumane, accompanied by Sector 4 Commander 
arrives in the theatre of operations

DFC MNJTF Brig Gen Harouna Assoumane visits troops at the frontline
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OUR RESOLVE IS TO DEAL WITH 
INSURGENCY DECISIVELY

- Maj Gen AK Ibrahim

The Force Commander MNJTF Maj Gen 
Abdul Ibrahim has urged the troops of 
Sector 4 in Diffa to be aggressive towards 

sustaining the fight against insurgency in their 
area of operations. Maj Gen Ibrahim made this 
statement during his operational visit to Sector 
4 Diffa Niger Republic on 29 December 2021.  
 
He applauded the troops for their 
discipline, determination and the zeal in 
their conduct noting that more needs to 

be done to realise the mandates of MNJTF.  
 
The Force Commander was accompanied by 
Brigadier General Assoumane Abdou DFC, 
Brigadier General Djouma Youssouf Itno 
Commander Sector 2, Brigadier General ML 
Lawan, representing Commander Sector 3, 
Brigadier General SS Tilawa Commander 5 
Brigade Damasak, Brigadier General A Haruna 
Commander 19 Brigade Baga, Lt-Col Ashinze 
Commanding Officer 68 Battalion FOB Malam-
Fatori, and several Chiefs of Cells of HQ MNJTF. 
The delegation was received by the Commander 
Sector 4 Colonel Mamane Sani Kiaou. 
 
After receiving honors from the troops at 
the Tandja Mahamadou airport in Diffa, the 
FC chaired a working meeting with MNJTF 
Staff Officers. During this meeting several 
topics of strategic importance were discussed. 
Thereafter, the FC, DFC, Comd Sector 2 and 
representative of Comd sector 3 decorated 
twelve sector 4 personnel with MNJTF 
medals. He equally met and exchanged 
souvenir with the personnel of the American 
Team co-located with the HQ sector 4 Diffa. 
 
On the sideline, the Force Commander attended 
a video conference (in the presence of the 
DFC) with His Excellency, Ambassador Bankole 
Adeoye, Commissioner for Political Affairs of the 
African Union Security Council in Addis Ababa. 
Ambassador Bankole fervently congratulated 
the FC and the MNJTF for the tremendous 
work that is being done under his leadership.  
 
He said he was extremely pleased with the work 
and conveyed his encouragements to the MNJTF, 
and wished the Force his best wishes in the 
achievement of its objectives, as well as his best 
wishes for the New Year to all MNJTF personnel.  
 
He also expressed his satisfaction with the 
tactical and operational results obtained by 
the MNJTF under the leadership of the Force 
Commander.

FC MNJTF received by Sector 4 Commander, Col Maj Mamane Sani in Diffa

FC MNJTF decorates Sector 4 HQ personnel
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The Force Commander MNJTF accompanied 
by the Deputy Force   Commander, on 
Tuesday 10 May 22 visited Mallam  Fatori, 

base of the 68 Battalion where he was briefed 
and he also interacted with the officers and men 
of the Forward Operations Base. Similarly, the 
FC was in Mallam Fatori to inspect and interact 
with the Chadian Contingent for Op Lake Sanity 
who are newly joining the mission. He urged 
them to be courageous, lethal and professional 
in the conduct of the operations and wished 
them well. Thereafter, an operational meeting 
was conducted by the FC with all the officers in 
the Base. The obviously elated troops promised 
to make the MNJTF proud in the operations.  
 
On Thursday 11 May 22, the FC held a meeting 
with all the Commanders of the MNJTF drawn 
from all the Sectors. The meeting was aimed at 
appraising the operations so far and to enhance 
preparations for the next decisive stage.  The 
FC praised the courage, commitment and 
doggedness of the troops so far and the  various 
commanders for their leadership but quickly 
reminded the meeting that the task was not over 
yet as the criminal Boko Haram/ ISWAP terrorists 
still remain active. Reviewing the Operations 
so far, the FC stated that over 30 encounters 
have been recorded so far with the criminals 
running away or neutralized in most of them 
and their equipment destroyed or captured.  
 
An increasing dependence on improvised 
explosive devices (IED) by the desperate criminals 
was noted and necessary counter measures were 
proffered. About 4 IED making factories were 
destroyed in the course of the operations so far. 
He praised the decisive role of the Air component 
of the MNJTF/ OP Hadin Kai for the remarkable 
role played in taking out several enemy camps, 
equipment and commanders latest among 
whom is Abu Ibrahim who was an ISWAP leader( 
Khalifa) in the Lake Chad Tunbum as and was a 

leader before in the Timbuktu Gen areas. He was 
also very happy with the synergy and cooperation 
with Op Hadin Kai . He said over 52,000 terrorists 
comprising fighters, those conscripted by force, 
and their families have surrendered in the 
MNJTF and Op Hadin Kai areas of operational 
responsibility and urged those still in the bushes 
to lay down their arms and surrender.  Over 
300 terrorists were neutralized either in direct 
combat with the MNJTF troops or as a result of 
combined air strikes across the lake Chad Basin.  
He said the entry of the Chadian contingent 

provides additional firepower in terms of 
armoured personnel Carriers, MRAPS and other 
combat enablers and urged that the criminal 
Boko Haram Terrorists/ ISWAP be hunted and 
wiped out wherever they are. He also praised the 
maritime efforts so far and said he looks forward 
to more successes in the next few days and weeks. 
He also used the occassion to pray for the 
repose of the heroes who paid the supreme 
sacrifice and quick recovery for the injured.  
 
He once again called on the terrorists Boko 
Haram faction or ISWAP to abandon the criminal 
organization and surrender like thousands of 
their compatriots have done before it is too late. 
The FC commended the officers and men of the 
MNJTF for their commitment and gallantry and 
said history would remember their role in ending 
the scourge of terrorism in the Lake Chad Basin.

FORCE 
COMMANDER 

VISITS TROOPS 
IN MALAM FATORI

Group photograph with Nigerian and Chadian troops in Mallam Fatori
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In recent conflicts, Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Laws play an 
important role. Military personnel are obliged to 

treat captured and surrendered enemies humanely. 
It is that respect that the Force Commander (FC), 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF), Maj Gen 
AK Ibrahim presided over the opening ceremony 
of the seminar on International Human Rights Law 
and International Humanitarian Law held at HQ 
MNJTF on 21 December 2021. The seminar was 
organized to promote the capacity building of 
MNJTF personnel in partnership with the Support 
Mission and Coordination Team of the civilian 
component, for the benefit of recently deployed 
Military Staff Officers (MSOs) at HQ MNJTF. 
 
The representative of the Chief African Union 
Mission Support Team (AU-MST) stated that the 
objective of the seminar was to improve the acquired 
knowledge of the participants on International 
Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian 
Law. This is in a bid to enable the participants to 
engage in the fight against Boko Haram and other 
terrorists groups, while respecting international 
human rights laws, in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the AU and United Nations. 
 
The Force Commander commended the organizers 
of the seminar for their brilliant initiative, which 
comes at the right moment as the MNJTF is currently 
conducting operations on the battlefield. He observed 
that the participants were all drawn from HQ MNJTF 
and not from the Sectors, but also acknowledged 
that some of the MSOs would find themselves in 
the field after the completion of their mission. 
Therefore, he directed that a second seminar should 
be organized for the benefit of sector personnel, as 
they are currently carrying out operations and are 
in contact with the enemy and the local populace. 
 
He further highlighted that the MNJTFs mandate goes 
in line and takes into consideration all the aspects 
of International Human Rights and International 
Humanitarian Laws, which encapsulates the 
importance of the seminar. Finally, the FC urged the 
participants to put in their best efforts in order to 
understand the intricacies of these laws as they will 
be called upon to apply them in the nearest future. 

The  Deputy  Force  Commander (DFC), Brig  Gen  
Abdou  Harouna  Assoumane presided over the 
closing ceremony of the seminar on International 
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Laws 
at HQ MNJTF on 22 December 2021. The main 
objectives give further explanation to the mechanisms 
and norms guiding the promotion and respect of the 
principles of human rights during armed conflicts. 

The representative of the Chief AU-MST stated that 
this seminar was organized by the Human Rights 
Cell and other partners, which demonstrates the 
importance given to the training of MNJTF personnel. 
He also outlined that the directive of the FC regarding 
the organization of this seminar for sector personnel 
has been taken into account. He further thanked the 
participants for their active participation during the 
seminar, which facilitated the task of the facilitators 
and hoped that they will be able to apply the 
knowledge acquired in the conduct of operations. 

The DFC, in his remarks, reminded the participants 
of the FCs directives which was to grasp the 
importance of the International Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Laws that will bring an 
added value to the MNJTF and beyond. He also 
seized the opportunity to express his deep gratitude 
to the partners and the AU Mission Support Team 
for organizing a very high level seminar.

TRAINING ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAWS: 

TROOPS IMPLORED TO BE CIVIL
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A cross section of participants of the training
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MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE 
TRAINING ACTIVITIES

In order to maintain its state of operational readiness, the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
continuously trains and retrain its Military Staff Officers (MSOs) and troops at sectors’ levels on 
several practical fields and operational activities both armed and unarmed trainings/courses. In 

this regard, the Force collaborates with some international organizations and agencies for training, 
courses, workshops and seminars to improve the operational capabilities and proficiencies of its 
personnel.

Some of these organizations/agencies include United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(UNITAR), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Kofi Anan International Peace 
Training Centre (KAIPTC). Others are British Military Assistance Training Team (BMATT), Op TURUS 
among others. Some of the training/courses received by MNJTF personnel are highlighted below in 
pictures:
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TRAINING ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

59



60

TRAINING ON INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

TRAINING ON COUNTER-IED
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TRAINING ON IMAGERY ANALYSIS

TRAINING ON COMBAT FIRST AID
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The The fourth promotion of G5 Sahel 
Defence College led by the Commandant, 
Brig Gen Cheikh Ahmat Brahim Vall, 

accompanied by the Military Adviser at the 
Gendamarie HQ in Chad, Brig Gen Tidjani 
Mahamat Seid visited HQ MNJTF on 3 March 
2022. Upon arrival, the Commandant was 
received by the Force Commander (FC), Maj Gen 
AK Ibrahim in his office where they exchanged 
civilities. Thereafter, the delegation proceeded 
to the Conference Hall, where the Deputy 
Force Commander (DFC), Brig Gen Abdou 
Harouna Assoumane chaired over the occassion. 
The visit was part of their study tour programme 

designed to broaden the students on political, 
military, cultural and economic organizations 
in Chad. The DFC welcomed the delegation 
and expressed gratitude to the delegation 
for choosing the MNJTF as part of their study 
tour. He then highlighted the causes of the 
increase in terrorists’ activities in the region.  
 
Pointing out the efforts to combating terrorism 
in the Sahel and the Lake Chad regions, it is 
pertinent for the Forces to mirror their greatest 

strengths which are mobility and knowledge 
of the terrain. He then stressed on the fact 
that no concept of security will be effective 
unless it is based on real security needs of the 
population and on international cooperation,  
because  the  concept  of  security  is global 
and goes far beyond the borders of a state. 
 
The Commandant on his part appreciated the 
warm reception accorded to the delegation. 
He specified that the visit to the MNJTF was 
unavoidable as it is a model of an operational force 
that tackles terrorism in the region. Gen Cheikh 
Ahamat said the tour will afford the participants 
first-hand information on the operational 
successes of the MNJTF, which have led to the 
stability in the region. He further stressed that 
MNJTF is a strategic partner of the G5 Sahel as 
they both face a common enemy and also share 
common member States such as Chad and Niger. 
 
Thereafter, an information brief of the MNJTF 
activities was presented to the delegation, 
followed by an interactive session.

DELEGATION FROM G5 SAHEL DEFENCE 
COLLEGE VISITS HQ MNJTF

Arrival of G5 Sahel Commandant Brig Gen Cheikh Ahmat Brahim Vall at HQ MNJTF

Courtesy visit of G5 Sahel Commandant to FC MNJTF

Cross section of G5 Sahel Defence Collge students
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EU CONDUCTS TRAINING 
WORKSHOP FOR MNJTF 

NAUTICAL UNIT TRAINERS

The European Union has held a training 
workshop in its support to MNJTF efforts 
for the stabilization of the Lake Chad 

Region. The support project to the MNJTF 
in the fight against BHTs / ISWAP continue 
to boost the capacity building of the troops. 
One of such, is the training workshop on 
nautical units drawn from Sector 3 (Nigeria) 
and Sector 4 (Niger). 

This training workshop for trainers in nautical 
units was held in Douguia, a locality located 
70km from N’Djamena on the banks of 
the Shari River. The programe of activities 
included a working session with the partners, 
a dynamic demonstration on the river and 
the resentation of certificates.

Regarding the working session, the COS 
suggested  the creation of a focal point cell 
at the MNJTF HQ that will be involved in the 

conduct and follow-up of the course, ensuring 
feedback as well as long-term continuity at 
the level of sectors. He also requested the 
partners for a training on nocturnal navigation, 
as the enemy uses it to deploy. Afterwards, 
the COS, accompanied by some members of 
his entourage, boarded a fast boat for a full-
scale dynamic demonstration. At the end, he 
was impressed by the skills of the graduating 

Group picture of Nautical Training with the COS Col Nana Paulin
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Sector 3 participants, who demonstrated a 
tremendous ability to maneuver the craft in 
only two weeks of training.
As for the presentation of certificates, the 
representative of COGINTA Mr. Christophe 
Dubois in his speech stressed that this 
session marked the beginning of a long 
training program for the MNJTF, aimed at 
the preparation, conditioning and mastery 
of nautical maneuvers. He also took the 
opportunity to express his gratitude to the 
local unit of the Chadian Gendarmerie for 

ensuring the security of the participants and 
the protection of the training site.

The COS reassured the partners of the Force 
Commander (FC) continuous support in their 
efforts to professionalize the MNJTFs staff. 
He also commended the participants of 
Sector 3 for their agility in nautical maneuvers 
and encouraged the participants of Sector 
4 to do better than their counterparts. He 
further highlighted the importance of the 
training, which is a key factor in future MNJTF 
operations and called on participants to 
apply themselves. 

Dynamic Training of participants in the manoeuvre of light boat

Presentation of certificates by MNJTF hierarchy and facilitators
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The MNJTF in partnership with OP 
TURUS organised a seminar on Combat 
First Aid, for the capacity building 

of MNJTF personnel across all sectors.   
 
Lieutenant Colonel Sigs Hobson, focal point 
officer of OP TURUS, highlighted points of 
the training which enabled the participants to 
acquire skills, tools and knowledge. She said 
that the training will help to save the lives of 
their comrades in arms in the battlefield. Lt Col 
Hobson also urged the participants to use the 

skills acquired and share the knowledge learned 
with their comrades who could not make the 
training session to N’Djamena. The training 
involved both theoretical and practical sessions. 
 
The DFC emphasized on the critical role 
that health services play in the war against 
terrorism which currently rages in the Lake 
Chad region. He also reiterated the importance 
of the training in reducing the number of 
avoidable deaths and casualties during 
operations, by applying life-saving gestures.  
 
He further seized the opportunity to express 
his gratitude to the British instructors for their 
unfailing availability to ensure the continuous 
training of sixty four (64) MNJTF personnel, 
during the four (4) weeks training period.

OP TURUS CONDUCTS 
SEMINAR ON 

COMBAT FIRST AID 
FOR MNJTF TROOPS

As part of the capacity building of its staff, 
the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
in partnership with United Nations 

Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) 
organized a training seminar on Information 
Management. The seminar took place from 
13 to 16 December 2021 in N’Djamena, Chad. 
The closing ceremony was presided by the 
Deputy Force Commander (DFC), Brig Gen 
Abdou Harouna Assoumane, in the presence 
of the Chief of Staff and the Chiefs of Cells. 
 
The UNITAR representative in his introductory 
remarks, appreciated the MNJTF’s efforts of 
properly training its personnel, despite the 
operational engagements. He expressed his 
gratitude on the positive reception of the Concept 
Notes, which shows the MNJTF’s desire to have 
further discussions on the ways to foster future 
collaborations. He also said that the participants 
demonstrated enthusiasm and zeal to acquire 
knowledge throughout the seminar session. 
 
The DFC in his speech highlighted that the 
purpose of the seminar was to strengthen 
the operational capacities of the personnel in 
the collection, processing, dissemination and 

protection of information as well as to provide 
it with necessary tools and techniques. He also 
commended the Directing Staff for their active 
involvement and the quality of the educational 
contents. Addressing the participants, Gen Abdou 
encouraged them to strengthen their knowledge 
continuously on Information Management 
through reading and research.

MNJTF AND UNITAR 
STRENGTHEN 
RESOLVE FOR 

CAPACITY BUILDING

Group photograph of participants and facilitators with the DFC MNJTF

DFC MNJTF presents certificate to a participant
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PROFESSIONAL 
MILITARY EDUCATION 

DRIVES EFFECTIVE 
OPERATIONAL 

CONDUCT
...As MNJTF Hosts Paris Military College

The Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
played host to a French delegation 
composed of students and staff from 

the Centre of Advanced Military Studies Paris, 
France. The delegation was led by Rear Admiral 
François Xavier Polderman Director of the Centre 
on 13 December 2021. They were received by 
the Deputy Force Commander (DFC) Brig Gen 
Abdou Harouna Assoumane who expressed 
gratitude and appreciation for the privilege 
of hosting such an important delegation. 
 
The DFC highlighted the origin of the Boko 
Haram terrorists in the Lake Chad region and also 
depicted the unique nature of the MNJTF, which 
is an initiative of the Heads of States of the Lake 
Chad Basin Commission. He further portrayed 
the positive impacts of kinetic and non kinetic 
actions carried out by the Force with the support 
of strategic partners. These measures have 
largely contributed to considerable reduction 
of the nuisance capacity of terrorist groups. 
 
Rear Admiral François Polderman on his 
part expressed gratitude for the warm 
reception reserved for his entourage and 
himself. He explained that the students are 
all of the rank of Colonel, selected by the 
French Defence Staff and are considered to 
be future Generals in the French Military. 
 
The delegation leader outlined that the 
sahel region was chosen for the study tour 
because of its strategic importance to French 
forces. The study tour will continue from 
Chad to Niger and Mali where a similar visit 
to military nstitutions will be conducted.  
 
After a detailed brief on the MNJTF activities, 
there was an interesting interactive session 
between the students and MNJTF staff where 
observations and comments were deliberated.

Cross section of students from Centre of Advanced Military Studies Paris

DFC MNJTF with the Commandant of the Centre of Advanced Military Studies, Rear 
Admiral François Polderman
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The  Multinational Joint Task Force(MNJTF) 
in  collaboration with  the European 
Union(EU) have successfully trained 

and graduated forty troops on counter 
Improvised Explosive Device(IED), International 
Humanitarian Law(IHL) and International Human 
Rights Law(IHRL) in the Republic of Chad, on 6 
May 2022. The troops were  drawn from Sector 
3 MNJTF (Nigeria) and Sector 4 MNJTF ( Niger ). 
 
Delivering his remarks at the closing ceremony, 
the Force Commander (FC), MNJTF, Major General 
Abdul Khalifa Ibrahim who was the Special Guest, 
implored the graduands to effectively deploy the 
knowledge and skills acquired in the ongoing 
counter terrorism and insurgency operations 
in the Lake Chad region. He further added 
that the training was carried out to adequately 
equip troops with requisite knowledge and skills 
in the prosecution of the task of the MNJTF.  
 
He charged troops to be professional,  especially 
as IED threat is becoming more prevalent in the 
theatres of operations. He said there is need to 
handle these threats  through understanding 
the basic skills and techniques needed 
counter them in the operating environment.   
 
Major General Ibrahim  reiterated the 
commitment of MNJTF to uphold the significance 
of IHL and IHRL, as well as it’s zero tolerance 
for the violation of these two Laws in the 
conduct of operations, adding that efforts are 
ongoing to achieve a collective security in the 
Lake Chad Basin. He said “We must collectively 
collaborate to deal with the insecurity in the 
region”.  General Ibrahim appreciated the efforts 
of EU through the COGINTA in making the 

training a reality. He charged the troops to be 
lethal and ruthless in dealing with the terrorists.  
 
Earlier in his opening address, the country 
Director Mr Guillot Didier expressed his 
gratitude to the MNJTF for the opportunity 
accorded them to be part of the capacity 
building of the troops. He said they are ready 
to collaborate even more with the MNJTF.  

The training session had practical demonstrations 
by the troops on how to confirm, communicate, 
secure, and control an area of IED. It was 
supervised by Mr Salisson Loic and Mr Vaisse 
Thierry. There was display of platoon level 
functional IED training kits and other equipment.
The training  was a two weeks intensive 
training that exposed troops’ to counter IED 
measures and  provisions of IHL as well as IHRL. 

MNJTF COLLABORATES WITH EU TO ENHANCE 
TROOPS CAPACITY ON IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICES, INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 

AND INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

Group photograph of participant with FC MNJTF

FC MNJTF inspects training equipment
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The Force Commander (FC) Multinational 
Joint Taskforce (MNJTF) Major General Abdul 
Khalifah Ibrahim has charged the participants 

of National Defence College to exhibit an effective 
leadership that will adequately deal with the fight 
against terrorism. He urged the participants to 
come up with new ideas to tackle the challenges of 
Boko Haram terrorists and Islamic States of West 
African provinces (BHT/ISWAP). This was contained 
in a paper  delivered on Thursday 24 February 2022 
at National Defence College (NDC) Abuja entitled 
“Counter-Terrorism/Counter Insurgency Operations 
and National Security in Nigeria: The MNJTF In 
Perspective” to the participants of NDC course 
30. The FC gave the background, force structure, 
and operational achievements of the MNJTF. 
 
General Ibrahim further brought out issues and 
challenges that affect the MNJTF in its counter- 
insurgency and counter-terrorism operations. He 
particularly harped on interoperability and funding of 
the Force. The FC stressed the need to have a seamless 
funding mechanism for the Force and offered 
measures to improve the operability of the Force.  
 
The FC was emphatic on the need to have 

multidimensional lines of operations aimed at 
ending the conflict rather than overreliance on 
the military line of operation alone. He advocated 
for a whole of societal approach in ending 
the Insurgency and other security challenges. 
 
The Deputy Commandant of the NDC, Major 
General Emeka Onumajuru, while summing up the 
lecture thanked the Guest Lecturer (FC MNJTF) 
for a well-researched and delivered lecture. He 
said the issues and challenges that were brought 
out by the FC in his lecture, should galvanize the 
participants to seek possible solutions to them.  
 
General Onumajuru also tasked the participants 
to find out why the Lake Chad Basin was 
particularly attractive to the insurgents. 
 
At the end of the lecture, a robust interactive 
session, where issues, challenges, and prospects of 
improving Nigeria’s national security were discussed.  
 
A souvenir was presented to the Guest Lecturer in 
appreciation of the well-delivered lecture. The FC is 
an alumnus of the NDC having attended Course 23 
of the prestigious military institution.

FORCE COMMANDER MNJTF 
DELIVERS LECTURE AT 

NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE 
ABUJA NIGERIA
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Deputy Commandant NDC Maj Gen Emeka Onumajuru presents plaque to FC 
MNJTF

NDC participants seeks for clarification from FC MNJTF
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FC MNJTF ATTENDS 
JOINT LCBC 

AND REGIONAL 
STABILIZATION 

STRATEGY RETREAT

O ne of the key mandates of the MNJTF is 
facilitating the implementation of overall 
stabilization programmes by LCBC member 

states and Benin in the affected areas. In line 
with the provision of different pillars in Regional 
Stabilisation and Strategy (RSS) driven by LCBC 
in conjunction with United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) organized a befitting 
treat to serve as a forum for exchange of ideas.  

 
The Force Commander (FC) Multinational Joint Task 
Force (MNJTF) Maj Gen AK Ibrahim accompanied 
by the Chief J9 Col Marc Houndji and the Police 
Adviser, ACP AA Mohammed attended the Joint 
Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) and Regional 
Stabilization Strategy (RSS) Retreat which held on 
17 Feb 22 at Mara near N’djamena. The aim of the 
retreat was to allow for discussions and analysis of 
the inter-linkages between programmes, projects 

and activities, improve coordination and team 
work between the LCBC structures and create a 
common understanding of the different work areas. 
 
The FC thanked the organizers of the retreat for 
the opportunity created to engage with various 
stakeholders and build broader relationships 
across different levels. He also thanked the 

RSS secretariat for the wonderful support,  
collaboration and heir will to always explore 
avenues and channels to bring support to MNJTF. 
 
General Ibrahim pointed out that the war against 
terrorism cannot be won by military actions alone, 
but by a multi dimensional approach involving all 
relevant stakeholders playing their professional 
roles. He highlighted some of the key activities that 
have yielded positive results in 2021, such as civil 
military  dialogue  which  was  facilitated  through  
medical outreaches funded by the UK Government. 

“This laudable effort helped in strengthening 
relationship between the MNJTF and affected 
communities as well as helped in attracting 
other support for possible implementation to 
execute some quick impact projects” he said. 

 
The FC then assured them of the will, support and 
commitment of the MNJTF to strengthen military 
pressure in addition to non kinectic activities to 
further decimate the insurgents. He added that 
the MNJTF is poised to support projects and 
programmes of internal and external partners aimed 
at improving the livelihoods of the local populace. 
 
Thereafter, there was a presentation which gave 
insights into the current situation in the Lake 
Chad Basin region looking at the current situation 
amongst the JAS faction of the BHT/ISWAP 
faction which included the death of key leaders 
and surrenders of many members including their 
families, the current relocation of IDPs to their 
ancestral homes, the gradual return to normalcy 
in certain parts of the region amongst others. The 
presentation was followed by interactive session 
to enable the participants ask questions from not 
only the Senior Researcher but also from the FC 
and other invited special guests. Some critical 
questions concerning the roles of the civil police 
in the war amongst others were appropriately 
raised and aptly answered. 
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FC MNJTF attends a retreat on regional stabilization strategy
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FORCE COMMANDER 
MNJTF

ATTENDS LAND FORCES 
OPERATIONS SEMINAR 

2022 AT AFCSC NIGERIA

The Force Commander (FC), Multinational 
Joint Taskforce (MNJTF), Major General 
Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim was the Keynote 

Speaker and the Special Guest of Honour 
(SGOH) at the Armed Forces Command and 
Staff College (AFCSC), Department of Land 
Warfare Land Forces Operations Seminar 
2022. The event took place at the famous 
General TY Danjuma Hall in the College in Jaji 
Kaduna State on Wednesday 26 January 2022.  
 
The seminar which was the first in the 
history of the Department, with the 
Theme ``Enhancing Operational Efficiency 
of the Nigerian Army in a Multi-Agency 
Environment``. The FC delivered a lecture titled 

“Counter Insurgency Joint Operations: The 
Multinational Joint Taskforce in Perspective”. 
In the lecture, the FC gave synopsis and 
historical background of the MNJTF, major 
operations and other activities of the Force 
were also brought out. The challenges of a 
joint and combined operations were equally 
highlighted among others. Speaking further, 
General Ibrahim urged the students of 
Senior Course 44 to always be hardworking, 
focused and professional in their work.  
 

He added that the contemporary security 
challenges Nigeria is facing will demand a lot from 
them as tactical level commanders, who would 
be required in the fore front in tackling these 
challenges. He implored them to be innovative and 
think outside the box in tackling the challenges. 
 
The seminar was well attended, with the 
Commandant AFCSC, Air Vice Marshall 
OATuwase, who welcomed the Keynote Speaker 
and the SGOH. The Commandant urged the 
students to make good use of the lessons 
learnt from the lecture and from the discussants 
as a positive guide in their careers. Other 
dignitaries at the seminar, as special guests 
or discussants include the Corps Commander 

Artillery, Commander Armour Corps, FC 
Operation Whirl Stroke, Commandant Nigerian 
Army School of Infantry, Commander Sector 3 
MNJTF, Deputy Commandant and staff of the 
College among a host of other senior officers. 
They gave first hand accounts of their experiences 
in various theaters of operations and brought out 
lessons that would be beneficial to the students. 
The interactive session was very engaging as 
the students asked a variety of questions on the 
theme of the Seminar which were answered by 
the resource persons.

Cross section of participants 
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The Force Commander, Multinational Joint Task 
Force (FC MNJTF) Maj Gen Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim attended the African Land Forces 

Summit in Columbus Georgia on the invitation of 
the United States Army from 21 to 25 Mar 22 . The 
Summit had the theme “ Resilient Institutions Build 
Resilient Leaders”. It was attended by delegates from 
over forty (40) mainly African countries and other 
organizations like the United Nations and the African 
Union. Other non African countries that attended 
include Brazil, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom. 
 
Maj Gen Andrew M Rohling, the Commanding 
General United States Army Southern European 
Task Force Africa and Ms Chidi Blyden, the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defence for African Affairs, 
made remarks. The purpose of the summit was to 
bring land force chiefs from across Africa and other 
partner nations to observe military institutions 
and discuss how to build leaders that can resolve 
complex trans- regional threats. The summit was 
qually aimed at enabling senior military Leaders 
from across Africa have the opportunity to solidify 
relationships, exchange information on current 
topics of mutual interest and encourage cooperation 

in addressing challenges. It allowed for discussions 
on various aspects of Defence leadership including 
security concerns and partnership building. 
The summit included plenary sessions on Overview 
of the US Army’s approach to training, Training 
and Doctrine Command, Security Force Assistance 
Brigade (SFAB) Capabilities brief, and Army Futures 
Command. There were breakout sessions where the 
participants were divided into different discussion 
groups to share ideas on various topics. There were 
daily visits to Fort Benning ( Manouver Centre of 

Excellence) where participants were shown the training 
facility and also shown the USArmy’s basic training 
and Airborne training which included helicopter 
flights for all participants. Participants were treated 
to demonstrations and saw the Rangers in action. 
 
Additionally , there was live fire from tanks, Bradley 
fighting vehicles, TOW missiles, and machine 
guns among other infantry and Armour weapons. 
Participants visited the National Infantry Museum 
where the history of the infantry was on display, 
spanning many centuries. Participants were hosted to 
various dinners among which was the Women’s History 
dinner where the history of the rise of the female 
gender in the US military was showcased with Brig Gen 
Aida T Borras, the Deputy Commanding General of 
the United States Army Southern European Task Force 
Africa giving a good account of the female gender. 
 
The Chief of Staff of the US Army , Gen McConville 
also attended the summit where he addressed the 
participants and enjoined them to cooperate in order 
to overcome the security challenges . In his closing 
remarks, Maj Gen Andrew M Rohling thanked the 
participants for attending the summit of this year 
(2022) and thanked them for their contributions 
which made the summit a success. He hoped that 
the participants gained more knowledge on how to 
better improve their various Land Forces and also 
networked with their various counterparts in the 
various countries which would make their operations 
on the continent and the world generally easier. The 
next African Land Forces Summit is billed to take 
place in Ivory Coast in 2023.

FORCE COMMANDER ATTENDS THE
AFRICAN LAND FORCES SUMMIT IN 
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA IN THE USA

FC MNJTF presents plaque to Maj Gen Rohling the Commanding General United 
States Army Southern European Task Force Africa

Cross section of participants
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The deployment of military forces 
for combat operations against 
adversaries/ BHT/ISWAP terrorists will 

surely lead to casualties of personnel and 
equipment affecting both sides. During 
these combat actions some troops of MNJTF 
will apparently sustain injuries or fall sicks, 
hence the need to treat them in a level 3 
Renaissance Hospital N’Djamena Chad. In 
line with the above, the Force Commander 
(FC) MNJTF Major General Abdul Khalifah 
Ibrahim visited soldiers of the MNJTF who are 
receiving treatment at Renaissance Hospital 
in N’Djamena Chad on 8 February 2022.  
 
The FC accompanied by the MNJTF Chief 
Medical Officer, Colonel Major Boubakar 
Siddo, Director General of the Hospital 
Ali Mahamat Djibrine and some Military 
Staff Officers toured the hospital wards 
where the soldiers from Cameroon, Chad 
and Niger republics are being treated 
from the injuries sustained from the 
ongoing operation in Lake Chad Basin. 
 
While comforting the injured soldiers, the 
FC praised their uncommon bravery and 
patriotism in the face of imminent danger 
and risks in the battlefield. He assured 
them of the provision of best medical 
treatment for their quick recovery, adding 
that troops health and wellbeing remain 

the top priority of the Force. He further 
stated that despite the mass surrender by 
the insurgents, operations would continue 
until they totally surrender or are totally 
defeated. The injured soldiers were visibly 
glad and felt inspired by the visit, through 

the encouraging words and cmpassion 
displayed by the leadership of the MNJTF. 
In his interaction with the hospital 
management, General Ibrahim expressed 
satisfaction with the level of professional 
conduct and commitment of the staff in 
handling the patients, thus promised to 
continue to work together for the provision 
of efficient medical services to the wounded 
soldiers.

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MNJTF 
TROOPS REMAIN OUR TOP PRIORITY

- Maj Gen AK Ibrahim
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FC MNJTF arrives at Renaissance Hospital, N’Djamena

FC MNJTF sympathizes with personnel at sick bay
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MNJTF
Celebrates 

Christmas with 
OrphANS

In line with Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) social harmony of Civil Military 
Cooperation (CIMIC) activities, a Christmas 

party was held for the benefit of the children of 
SHALOM Orphanage in N’Djamena, Chad on 
24 December 2021. The Chief of Staff (COS), Col 
Nana Paulin, representing the Force Commander 
(FC) and accompanied by a strong delegation 
from MNJTF HQ presided over the celebration. 
The Christmas party was to support and bring 
joy to the orphans during this festive season. 
 
The founder of the Orphanage, Mummy 
Marceline, as affectionately called by the 
children, expressed her gratitude to the MNJTF 
for organizing such a memorable ceremony for 
the orphans. She praised the efforts of the Force 
which, despite its very important activities, 
created time to put smiles on their faces. On 
behalf of the children, she was also grateful to 
the FC, for making it possible for their dreams 
to come true by offering them a real Christmas 
celebration and putting joy into their hearts. 
 
The COS on his part, announced that he was 
a bearer of a message of goodwill, solidarity, 
and encouragements for the well being of 
the orphans. He commended the founder 
for her tireless and constant efforts to bring 
happiness to the children on a daily basis. 
He also hoped that the children will be the 
future military officers who will take over 
from the staff officers in the near future. He 
further stated that the FC will always have 
a listening ear and is ready to support the 
orphanage within the limits of resources. 
 
Thereafter, the children sang songs of praises 
for the blessings of God Almighty, which was 
followed by the presentation of Christmas gifts 
as well as lots of merry  making.  
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HQ MNJTF personnel communes with orphans during Christmas
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MNJTF CELEBRATES 
FEMALE PERSONNEL 
ON INTERNATIONAL 

WOMEN’S DAY

The international Women’s Day celebrates 
the social, economic and political 
contributions and achievements of women 

in different spheres of life. It was commemorated 
this year under the theme “Gender Equality 
Today, for a Sustainable Tomorrow”. For the 
first time, since its creation in 2015, the MNJTF 
participated in the celebration. The female 
personnel are lucky to have a Force Commander 
(FC) who is gender sensitive and pays special 
attention to women. Due to his efforts, the 
MNJTF is proud to have its first female Chief 
of Cell, the POLAD, in the person of ACP 
Amabua Mohammed from Nigeria Police Force. 
 
The FC, Maj Gen Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim 
organized a dinner in honour of the women. It 
was a colourful evening of warmth and smiles, 
with the women in beautiful and matching 
attires. In attendance were the FC, Deputy 
Force Commander (DFC), Commander Sector 
3 MNJTF, Naval Base Lake Chad Commander, 
Chiefs of Cells of the HQ MNJTF and other 
support female staff from the Centre for 
Coordination and Liaison (CCL) and African 
Union Mission Support Team (AU MST).  
 
The Representative of the female staff, Maj 
Rachelle Mbah, expressed gratitude to the FC for 
such a wonderful event to mark the International 
Women’s Day. She testified to the equal 
footing both genders are given at the MNJTF to 
showcase their talents. However, she implored 
the women to match words with action by living 
up to the expectations placed on their shoulders. 
 
The DFC, Brig Gen Abdou Harouna Assoumane 
thanked the FC for the initiative to honour 
the MNJTF female personnel and praised the 
women for their outputs. He also commended 
the women for their selfless services and 
encouraged them to do more. He stated 

that the MNJTF is not gender biased, hence 
pleaded with the FC to request for more 
female personnel slots from the Troop 
Contributing Countries in order to promote 
gender mainstreaming in the MNJTF personnel. 
 
For Commander Sector 3 MNJTF, Maj Gen GM 
Mutkut, observed that against popular opinion 
which paints the female gender as being 
weak, he said they are actually smarter and 
stronger than their male counterparts. He then 
paid special tribute to the women as they are 
responsible for moulding the future generation. 
As such, he demanded that more recognition 
be given to the women in the society. 
 
Lt Col Faye Johnson on her part from the CCL, 
who recognized that the role of the woman in 
the British military has increased over the years. 

She noted that women can now be infantry and 
artillery commanders, which was not the case 
before. She also stated that she was pleasantly 
pleased to see that the MNJTF was gender friendly. 
 
The FC congratulated each female personnel and 
encouraged them to continue their hardwork.

Group photograph of MNJTF female personnel with FC and DFC
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The Headquarters Multinational Joint 
Taskforce (MNJTF) organized a befitting 
send forth in honour of Lieutenant 

Colonel Segolene Hobson (British Army) on 
the occasion of her successful completion of 
tour of duty which took place on 16 February 
2022. Lt Col Hobson was the Commander 
Liaison and Support Team MNJTF as part 
of Operation TURUS and a United Kingdom 
(UK) Staff Officer for Development and 
Stabilization with Centre for Coordination 
and Liaison (CCL) in N’Djamena Chad. 
The Force Commander (FC) MNJTF, Major 
General Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim commended 
her outstanding performance and 
applauded her commitment in promoting 
cooperation and mutual support between 
the MNJTF, CCL and operation TURUS. 
 
General Ibrahim praised her efforts in 
coordination of the medical outreaches for 
communities and conduct of series of training 
packages for MNJTF personnel, as part of the 
UK government’s support. He added that, 

the training packages and donation of twelve 
combat cameras will surely improve the 
troops’ operational efficiency and proficiency. 
 
General Ibrahim urged to have a focused and 
proactive partnership between the MNJTF 
and the UK forces, pointing out that working 
together with partners will speedily end 
terrorism in the region. He said, such global 
alliance and collaboration will definitely open 
opportunities to explore common goals and 
aspiration in the fight against terror. Highlights 
of the event included decoration of the 
honorary MNJTF medal and presentation of 
the souvenirs to the departing senior officer. 
 
In a similar event, a HQ MNJTF Executive 
Session in honour of Colonel IM Kabir (Nigerian 
Army) the outgoing Chief Military Intelligence 
Officer(J2) was held on 18 February 2022 at the 
HQ MNJTF N’Djamena Chad. Colonel Kabir 
has completed his tour of duty and will soon 
proceed on retirement after thirty-two years 
of meritorious service in the Nigerian Army.  

MNJTF BIDS 
FAREWELL TO SOME 

MILITARY STAFF 
OFFICERS
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General Ibrahim lauded his deep analysis of 
information and near perfect projections, 
which impacted positively in the recent 
conduct of field operations. He said, it is a 
pride to serve in the military profession 
meritoriously and retire honourably in 
good health, hence he congratulated and 
wish him success in his future endeavours. 
 
In another development, a total of twelve 
Military Staff Officers (MSOs) from Chad, 
Nigeria and Niger republics have completed 
their tour of duty. During the medal 
presentation ceremony, the MSOs were 
decorated with MNJTF medals, presented 
certificates and customized plaques on 18 
February 2022. The colourful ceremony was in 
recognition and appreciation of their selfless 
contribution and support to the conduct of 
various operations across the sectors for the 
restoration of peace and security in the region. 
 

General Ibrahim expressed satisfaction with 
their performance, which has enabled the 
Force to execute various offensives and 
humanitarian operations in the course of 
achieving the mandates of the MNJTF. Stating 
that, the situation in Lake Chad is getting 
better, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are 
returning to their localities and engaging in 

different socio-economic activities. “Despite 
ongoing terrorists surrendering to the troops, 
the Force will continue to launch offensive 
attacks until the remnants of the criminals are 
totally smoked out of their enclaves” he added. 

The FC appreciated the unrelenting support 
of the Troops Contributing Countries to 
the MNJTF in accomplishing its mandates, 
thus restoring the much-needed peace and 
security in the region. He paid tribute to the 
fallen heroes, who paid the supreme sacrifice. 
He prayed for the eternal repose of their souls 
and wished speedy recovery to the injured 
ones.
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FC MNJTF congratulates outgoing British CCL personnel Lt Col LT Hobson

FC MNJTF salutes His Excellency the Ambassador of Niger to Chad surrounded by 
outgoing Niger MSOs

FC MNJTF presents medal plaque and certificate to outgoing J2 Col IM Kabir
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Brigadier General Dobekreo Bouba
COMMANDER SECTOR 1 

HQ Mora (Cameroon)

SECTOR 1

Sector 1 refers to the Cameroonian 
Brigade of the Multinational Joint Task 
Force including the 4th Joint Military 
Region. It is subdivided into sub sectors 
with Headquarters in Mora.

SECTOR 1 OF MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK 
FORCE MORE DYNAMIC IN 2022

The Sector 1 of Multinational Joint Taskforce 
(MNJTF) refers to the Cameroonian Brigade 
deployed along the borders of Nigeria 

and Chad, with headquarters in MORA. The 
personnel were deployed in different sub-sectors 
across its AOR of Responsibility (AoR) The Sector 
is commanded by Brigadier General Bouba 
Dobekreo. Sector 1 has so far conducted several 
joint and combined operations and humanitarian 
activities during the period under-review and some 
of these activities are reflected in the brief below.  
 
Sector 1 of Multinational Joint Task Force (S1- 
MNJTF) once again was very decisive in the fight 
against Boko Haram terrorist group in 2021. In a 
perfect combination of military operations and 
development support actions, it has enabled 
the stabilization of several border communities 
in its area of responsibility. Due to its decisive 
actions, peace has been restored, people now 
freely go about their businesses, and the revival 
of economic activities are now a reality between 
Cameroon and Nigeria borders.

Following the offensive operations conducted 
in coordination with Nigerian Forces in 
the Sambisa Forest, Mandara Mountains 

and along the borders, hundreds of Boko 
Haram fighters were neutralized. Numerous 
weapons and improvised explosive devices 
equipment were recovered, particularly 
during Operation TURA TAIKABANGO, which 
took place from 15 January to 21 May 2021. 

At the same time, all Boko Haram’s attacks and 
incursions into the S1- MNJTF area of operation 
were repelled with great vigor. Whether in 
WULGO in Nigeria, SOUERAM in the Logone and 
Chari Division, or between LIMANI and BONDERI 
in the Mayo Sava Division, Boko Haram terrorists 
have been subjected to heavy human and material 
losses. These decisive military operations helped 
to restore in 2021 a climate of peace and security 
conducive to the return of displaced populations 
and the resumption of economic activities in 
several localities formerly under the influence of 
Boko Haram.

Hundreds of Terrorists 
Neutralized and their Arsenal 

of War Recovered
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During 2021, the S1-MNJTF continued to 
secure stabilization work in areas liberated 
from the influence of Boko Haram. Thus, in 

AMCHIDE and LIMANI, a total of 23 infrastructure 
projects were carried out by UNDP, allowing the 
resumption of a normal life in these localities, and 
the revival of trade between Cameroon and Nigeria 
through the MAIDUGURI-BANKI-MORA corridor.  
 
The same development support operations were 
also undertaken in the KERAWA area further south. 
In the same context, S1-MNJTF continues to ensure 
the safety of traffic and rehabilitation works on the 
National Road N°1 between MORA and KOUSSERI, 
a strategic road currently used daily by an average 
of 200 to 300 vehicles. Similarly, a unit ensures the 
security of the company in charge of rebuilding the 
bridge over the Mayo LIMANI in Mayo Sava.

Major Actor in the 
Stabilization of Areas 

Liberated from the Influence 
of Boko Haram

Support to Humanitarian Actors 
and Civil-Military Actions for 

the Populations

In accordance with its mandate, S1-MNJTF 
continued in 2021 to be involved in humanitarian 
actions, either by directly intervening for 

vulnerable populations, or by supporting and 
securing the agencies responsible for providing 
them with assistance. As such, the activities of 
the following organizations have been regularly 
secured by S1-MNJTF units: WFP, UNDP, UNICEF, 
UNHCR, MSF, ICRC, ECHO, FAO, PLAN CAMEROUN. 
 

At the same time, several civil-military actions were 
carried out for vulnerable populations. Thus, many 
schools in the area have been supported through 
donations of desks and teaching materials. Soldiers 
of the S1-MNJTF also continued to teach in some 
schools that were short of teachers. In addition, free 
health care was provided to civilian populations in 
the medical facilities of the S1- MNJTF, and during 
health campaigns organized in some localities. In 
this framework, more than 40,000 civilians benefited 
from S1-MNJTF medical assistance in 2021. 
 
In short, the efficiency of S1-MNJTF in 2021 confirms 
its position as a central actor in the war against 
Boko Haram. We look forward to 2022, which will 
allow the consolidation of achievements and the 
definitive return of peace throughout the Lake Chad 
Basin. Best wishes to valiant soldiers of S1-MNJTF
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Presentation of school equipment to the community

Medical outreach for the benefit of the population
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In the course of operations conducted within the 
period between 23- 27 February 2022, troops of 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) sector 1 

Cameroon conducted operation in Vretet-Zamga-
Ngoshe triangle in the general area of Kirawa on 
the Nigeria /Cameroon borders where several 
BHT/ISWAP insurgents were neutralised and many 
fled with gun shot wounds. During the operation 
large quantity of materials and assorted food 
stuff were recovered. The items include 01 AK47 
rifle, 01 AK47 Magazine, several ammunitions of 
the 7.62 MM special variant , 21 bicycles, 01 BHT 
uniform, 39 bags millet and 02 bags of beans.  
 
An intelligence analysis indicates that, the 
items were being smuggled from the borders 
to sambisa forest. It is believed the terrorists 
are stock piling materials for the incoming 
month of Ramadan. Further exploitation of the 
engagement areas showed traces of blood, 
evidence of BHT/ISWAP criminals removed 
corpses of their dead colleagues while 2 corpses 
of Boko Haram criminals were discovered. 
The Force Commander (FC) MNJTF, Major General 
Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim has sent his personal 
commendation to the Commander Sector 1 with 

headquarters (HQs) in Mora (Cameroon) Brigadier 
General Bouba Dobekreo. The FC praised the 
display of courage and gallantry by the troops, 
as they continue to conduct special operations 
to combat the insurgents. He urged them to 
remain committed ,bold and unpredictable and 
to continue to dominate the area, to ensure 
that BHT/ISWAP terrorists are cut off from any 
logistics resupply. General Ibrahim assured that 
HQs MNJTF would make concerted efforts to 
ensure that all the sectors get the equipment that 
were allotted to them recently.

MNJTF TROOPS NEUTRALISE 
BOKO HARAM INSURGENTS AND 
RECOVER LARGE QUANTITIES OF 
BICYCLES AND ASSORTED FOOD 

MATERIALS

BORNO STATE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR COMMENDS SECTOR 

1/MNJTF FOR ITS SUCCESS IN 
STABILIZING THE KERAWA AREA

Since December 2021, Sector 1/MNJTF 
deployed at Kirawa in Nigeria a company team 
tasked to cut off BHT supply lines leading 

to sambisa forest and the Mandara mountains, 
in order to allow stabilization in this economic 
zone, the return of populations and the reopening 
of the Maiduguri-Kerawa- Mora corridor.  
 
After three (3) months of operations, numbers 
of terrorists have been neutralized and much 
equipment recovered. Among which, weapons and 
ammunitions, over five hundred (500) bicycles, a 
dozen motorcycles and more than  a  ton of  foodstuff  
were recovered. This decisive action caused many 
BHT and their families to leave their hideouts and 
surrender to Nigerian and Cameroonian forces. 
 
The Borno State executive governor, His Excellency 
Babagana Zulum, came down to Kirawa on 20 
march 2022, to assess the results of the stabilization 
period in this economic zone. The Governor 
was welcomed by Brig Gen Bouba Dobekreo 
Commander Sector 1/MNJTF, and appreciate the 
high dimension of operations led by by the sector 1. 

He then deeply commended General Bouba 
Dobekreo and all his personnel, for the great 
accomplishments. While pointing out the many 
endeavors of MNJTF in general and particularly 
in the fight against Boko Haram, he wished for 
the furtherance of cooperation between States in 
the MNJTF. The Executive Governor flew back to 
Maiduguri plainly satisfied by the professionalism 
of Sector 1/MNJTF soldiers.

Equipments seized from terrorists by Sector 1 troops
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Brigadier General Djouma Youssouf Mahammat Itno
COMMANDER SECTOR 2 

HQ Baga Sola (Chad)

SECTOR 2

Sector 2 refers to the Chadian Brigade of the 
Multinational Joint Task Force including the 4th 
Military Regiment of Chad. It is subdivided into 
two Sub-sectors with headquarters in Baga Sola.

BRIEF ON THE ACTIVITIES 
OF SECTOR 2 BAGASOLA (CHAD)

The Sector 2 of Multinational Joint Taskforce 
(MNJTF) refers to the Chadian Brigade 
deployed along the borders of Niger and 

Cameroonian, and the Lake with headquarters 
in BAGASOLA. The personnel were deployed in 
different sub-sectors across the islands and land 
its Area` of Responsibility (AoR). The Sector is 
commanded by Brigadier General Youssouff Djouma 
Iddriss Itno. Sector 2 far conducted several joint and 
combined riverine operations and humanitarian 
activities during the period under review and some 
of these activities are reflected in the brief below.  
 
The Sector 2 of the Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) is located along the borders of Cameroon, 
Nigeria and Niger republics. It has more than four 
thousand men (4000) deployed in different sub-
sectors across the Area of Responsibility (AoR) of 
the sector. The mission of Sector 2 is to secure 
the environment, thus the property of citizens 
and activities of humanitarian actors in the Sector 
AoR. The troops regularly carry out reconnaissance 
patrols, foot patrols and also amphibious patrols 
in the riverine areas. Within the framework of 
securing and stabilizing peace in the Lac-Chad 
province through the MNJTF, Sector 2 Command 
has the honour to present its brief on its activities 
for the maiden edition of MNJTF Magazine 2022. 
 
Indeed, Sector 2 troops carry out several missions, 
which is to ensure the safety of lives and property 
of people. To avoid surprises and to thwart any 

infiltration by Boko Haram Terrorists (BHT) in 
the islands, patrols on foot and by speedboat 
are carried out constantly throughout the area of 
operation, in order to maintain relative security 
and peace. During recent offensive patrols 
against the terrorists and criminal elements, the 
sector recorded significant operational successes. 
 
In one of such encounters, which took place in lokoliby 
between the troops and Boko Haram Terrorist/
ISWAP (BHT/ISWAP) during a patrol aboard canoes, 
several BHT/ISWAP insurgents were neutralised and 
five (05) sustained gun shots wounds, many canoes 
were destroyed, three (03) recovered and one (01) 
outboard loaded with six (06) engines of different 
brand was recovered. While our troops sustained 
various degrees of causalities including lost of lives. 
 
The Sector maintains an aggressive posture through 
special operations around the sub-sectors in the 
islands most especially on the Chado-Nigerian 
borders, namely BALKARAM, KAIGA NGOUBOUA 
and LITRI. On several occasions BHT/ISWAP 
insurgents made attempts to infiltrate Forkolom 
settlements to loot food stuffs and other materials 
but they were confronted with overwhelming 
force. The troops on daily patrols, are faced with 
stiffed resistance through ambushes and planted 
Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) on both land, 
waterways and island between Ngouboua and 
Litri. Specifically, during a patrol carried out by 
our elements in the locality of Dandalla located 
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7km from Ngouboua, three (3) mines (EEI) were 
detected and defused by our demining services. 
Clearance operations to eliminate terrorists from 
the AoR remain the main preoccupation of our 
force. Notably the troops of the Litri detachment 
led a foot patrol in the locality of Fodio and had 
encounter with the BHT/ISWAP terrorists. The clash 
recorded thirty-seven (37) BHT/ISWAP insurgents 
killed, one (01) agerate and eight (08) AK 47 
recovered, while friendly forces recorded forty-eight 
(48) wounded in action and eighteen (18) killed 
in action. During these patrols many kidnapped 
persons were safely rescued and reunited with their 
families. The AoR of sector 2 has a very challenging 
and difficult terrain, characterised by dense 
vegetations, waterways and swampy areas towards 
the islands. To mitigate some of these challenges 
several interventions were embarked upon. 
 
The Deputy Commander Sector 2, Brigadier 
General Oumar Adam Disilick recently supervised 
the construction of the seven crossing bridges at 
the base of boit on the Ngouboua, Dandalla and 
Litri axis for a period of three (03) months, in order 
to allow the supply to our troops based in those 
outposts.

The Force Commander (FC) of the Multinational 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF), Major General AK 
Ibrahim accompanied by some staff from the 

HQ MNJTF visited the Headquarters of Sector 2 on 
19 July 2021. He was given operational briefs and 
held a working meeting with the Commander of 
Sector 2 and the officers of the Sector HQs. After the 
meeting, the FC and the Commander Sector 2 went 
to the Ngouboua where Sub-sectors 1 and 3 troops 
are deployed. The FC addressed the troops, where 
he commended their efforts at tackling the activities 
of BHT/ISWAP criminals in their Area of Operation. 
The Deputy Force Commander (DFC) MNJTF, 

Brigadier General Abdou Harouna Assoumane led 
a delegation of HQ MNJTF to visit the Sector Hqs. 
Likewise, the sector commander, Brig Gen Djouma 
Youssouf Mahamat Itno in company of the DFC 
and other Staff Officers from HQ MNJTF visited 
HQ sector 4 Diffa in Niger republic on operational 
visit. The Sector HQ hosted several senior national 
military officers, who were visit to monitor various in-
theatre training and exercise. As part of key leaders’ 
engagements, the Commander paid courtesy visits 
to community leaders and local civil authorities 
to galvanise the support and cooperation. On 22 
October 2021, within the framework of bilateral 
cooperation, special representatives of the United 
Nations and the African Union paid a courtesy visit 
to the Command Post of Sector 2 to encourage and 
congratulate the troops in the fields.

The Commander, sector 2, Brig Gen Djouma 
Youssouf Mahamat Itno presided over 
the ceremony of handing over of the free 

medication and dental equipment donated by the 
United Kingdom (UK) at Bagasola on 24 August 
2021. The Military Staff officers from the HQ MNJTF, 
the representatives of Centre for Coordination and 
Liaison (CCL) and AU-MST witnessed the ceremony 
which was covered by the local and national press. 

 
Local community and civil authority leaders were also 
present, while the Mayor of Bagasola delivered the 
keynote address during the ceremony. The dialogue 
between the local community and the MNJTF 
delegation played a very important role, where the 
discussion focused on the support of the community 
to the MNJTF to enable it succeed in the mission 
of Regional Stabilization Strategy. The MNJTF 
delegation approach was by laying emphasis on the 
need to defeat the enemy, so that security is ensured 

Visits and Meetings with Military 
Officers and Local Leaders:

Civil-Military Cooperation 
Activities:

Medical outreach for the benefit of the population
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and the displaced persons can return to their homes. 
 
During the dialogue with the community, Chief 
J9, Colonel Houndkpe Antoine representing the 
FC intimated them that the MNJTF intends to 
initiate community projects focusing on three 
(03) CIMIC priorities namely: education, access 
to potable water and medical care/services. 
 
As part of free medical and dental services for the 
benefit of the population of areas affected by the Boko 
Haram insurgencies in Lake Chad, Sector 2 proceeded 
with its team accompanied by Administrative, 
Health and local authorities in some refugee camps. 
Namely “Forkolom, Ngouboua, Bagasola Urbain, 
Darsalam camp and Koulkimé for a period of two 
(02) weeks, for the realization of the Quick Impact 
Project, under the leadership of the Commander of 
Sector 2 Brig Gen Djouma Youssouf Mahamat Itno. 
 
In the pursuit to enhance excellent collaboration 
with local leaders and civil actors, on September 4, 
2021, the Deputy Commander Sector 2 attended 
a meeting in Bol province. The meeting was 
focused on the challenges of security threats 
posed by terrorists in the Lake Chad region and 
to promote good collaboration between the 
military and Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) operating in the areas. The meeting was 
chaired by the Governor of the province of Lac 
Bol in the presence of the five (05) prefects of 
the lake region, Commander of Operations in 
the lake area and in the presence of several NGO 
officials, military, civil and traditional authorities. 
 
Likewise on September 28, 2021, the Civil-Military 
Cooperation (CIMCOORD) meeting was held, under 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The Deputy 
Commander of sector 2, Brig Gen Oumar Adam Silick, 
the Chief of staff of the Defence Zone n°4 and the 
officials of OCHA extensively deliberated on security 

threats in the aeras. A detail brief on the overview 
of the geographical and administrative situation 
in particular, its agro- civil, pastoral potential, its 
investment opportunities without forgetting the 
challenges faced by the province from a social point 
of view in general. The representative of OCHA 
recognized and appreciated the multiple efforts made 
by Sector 2 MNJTF and the defence and security of 
zone 4 more precisely in the province of Lake Chad. 
 
In attempts to sensitise the locals on the activities 
of the sector, a regular press briefing is conducted, 
hence the sector maintains a cordial media 
relation. Specifically, on September 13, 2021, the 

Headquarters of Sector 2 hosted a humanitarian 
partner accompanied by a TV5 monde team, which 
interviewed the Deputy Commander. During the 
interview, emphasis was focused on the improved 
collaboration between the Sector and humanitarian 
partners in the Lake Chad region in general.

On the aspect of training/courses, the sector 
continues to give premium on training 
and retraining of its personnel in order 

to strengthen their operational capacities and 
capabilities. Besides the training conducted by the 
sector, its personnel also took part in the various 
trainings organised by the HQs MNJTF in N’Djamena. 
Some of these trainings are on the C3IS system and 
Installation; counter improvised explosive devices, 
combat first Aid in the field, information operations 
and management among others.

Trainings and Courses:

Deputy Commander of sector 2, Brig Gen Oumar Adam Silick decorates Sector 4 
personnel
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Major General GM Mutkut
COMMANDER SECTOR 3 
OPERATION HADIN KAI 
HQ Monguno (Nigeria)

SECTOR 3

Sector 3 refers to the Nigerian Brigade of the 
MNJTF including the 19 Brigade of the Nigerian 
Army. It is headquartered in Monguno.

Comd Sector 3 Holds Community 
Relation Meeting

The Sector 3 of Multinational Joint Taskforce 
(MNJTF) refers to the Nigerian Brigade 
deployed along the borders of Niger 

and Cameroonian, and the Lake Chad with 
headquarters in MONGUNO. The personnel 
were deployed in different sub-sectors across 
its Area of Responsibility (AoR) The Sector is 
commanded by Major General GM Mutkut. 
Sector 3 so far conducted several joint and 
combined operations and humanitarian activities 
during the period under review and some of 
these activities are reflected in the brief below:  

 
As part of Sector 3 OPHK/Multinational Joint 
Task Force (MNJTF) Civil Military Cooperation 
(CIMIC) activities in it Area of Responsibility, 
the Commander Sector 3 Brig Gen GM Mutkut 
organized a Community Relation meeting 
with District Heads, Community and Religion 

leaders, Farmers, Herdsmen in Monguno and 
some Executive Members of Monguno Local 
Government Area (LGA) and National Union of 
Road Transport Workers at the Local Government 
Conference Hall on Wednesday 25 August 2021. 
 
In his address, Brig Gen GM Mutkut urged them 
to always espect the security measures in place 
in order to assist the troops on war against the 
Boko Haram Terrorists. He also enjoined the 
Community leaders to avail the Sector with useful 
information on any security threat within their 
environment and promised that such information 
and its source will be treated with confidentiality. 
 
On the issue of farmers and herdsmen 
clashes, Brig Gen Mutkut pleaded with 
both farmers and herdsmen to work in 
harmony and follow the rules and regulations 
put in place by the state government. 
 
In his response, the House Leader of Mongonu 
LGA who represented the LGA Chairman Hon 
Ramat Zakariya, thanked the Commander for 
all his efforts in ensuring peaceful atmosphere 
in the Community and promised that both the 
leadership of the LGA and the Community will 
continue to sensitize the people on need for more 
synergies between the community and the Sector.  
 
 

Commander Sector 3 Maj Gen GM Mutkut addressing local authorities
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The Commander Sector3 OPHK and 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) 
Brig Gen Godwin M Mutkut organized a 

meeting with some Heads of Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) on 1 September 2021. 
 
The meeting was centered on the need to 
improve on the synergy between the NGOs and 
the sector in the area of Civil-Military relations 
activities within the sector’s Area of Responsibility 
(AoR). During the interactive meeting some 
issues were cleared, and suggestions were also 
made as way forward to achieving excellent Civil-
Military relations between the NGOs and the 
sector in order to continue to ensure the safety 
of lives and property within the Sector’s AoR. 
 
The meeting was attended by the representatives 
of NGOs which include International Organization 
for Migrate (IOM), Grassroot Initiative for 
Strengthening Community Resilience (GISCOR), 
Mines Advisory Group (MAG) International, 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) also in 
the meeting were Heads of GISCOR, UNDSS, 
UNWFP, Justice Development Peace and Health, 
International Rescue Committee, Restoration 
of Hope Initiative and some staff officers of the 
sector.

The Executive Governor of Borno State 
Professor Babagana Umara Zulum and some 
of his cabinet members received over five 

thousand indigenes of Cross Kauwa and Baga in 
Kukawa Local Government Area of Borno State, 
to their ancestral homes from Internally Displace 
Persons Camps in Mouguno Borno State. 
 
The successful relocation, which took place on 
Sunday 8 and Monday 9 August 2021 respectively, 
was as a result of the conducive atmosphere 
through the professional and gallantry efforts 

of the troops of 19 Brigade, 403 Amphibious 
Brigade and 401 Special Forces Brigade of Sector 
3 Operation HADIN KAI, with regular aggressive 
patrols, ambushes along the Main Supply Routes 
and offensive clearance operations amongst 
others, at various hideouts of Boko Haram and 
Islamic State of West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
terrorists within the general area of communities. 
 

Governor Babagana Zulum, while addressing the 
returnees expressed his sincere appreciation on 
the professional conduct by the Nigerian Army 
troops, for creating enabling atmosphere and 
environment for the relocation of the indigenes 
of Cross Kauwa and Baga respectively. He urged 
the returnees to be law abiding and go about their 
lawful agri-business and avail useful information 
on any suspected activities of terrorists in their 
various communities to the security agencies. 
 
In-addition, relief material, food items and cash 
were distributed to the returnees by Governor 
Zulum. In the same vein, Professor Zulum 
was received by mass crowd in Monguno 
where he distributed relief material to the 
Internally Displaced Persons and Indigenes. 
 
The Commander Sector 3 Operation HADIN 
KAI/Multinational Joint Task Force Brig Gen GM 
Mutkut, Commander 19  Brigade  Brig  Gen  A  
Haruna  and Commander 401 Special Forces 
Brigade, Brig Gen SM Uba were present at the 
cremony.

Cross Kauwa and Baga 
Indigenes Return to 
Ancestral Homes:

Commander Sector 3 
OPHK/MNJTF Meets Non- 

Governmental Organizations:

Governor Babagana Zulum addresses the population of Kross Kauwa and Baga
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Colonel Major Mamane Sani Kiaou
COMMANDER SECTOR 4 

HQ Diffa (Niger)

SECTOR 4

Sector 4 corresponds to the 5th Military Regiment 
of Niger and covers the Extreme South Eastern 
part of Niger along the Koumadougou-Yobe. 
The headquarters is in DIFFA.

Sector 4 MNJTF Diffa Hosts Superior 
Military School:

The Sector 4 of Multinational Joint 
Taskforce (MNJTF) refers to the Nigerien 
Brigade deployed along the borders of 

Nigeria and the Lake Chad with headquarters 
in DIFFA. The personnel were deployed 
in different sub-sectors across its Area of 
Responsibility (AoR) The Sector is commanded 
by Colonel Major Mamane Sani Kiaou. Sector 
4 so far conducted both joint and combined 
operations and humanitarian operations 
during the period under review and some of 
these activities are reflected in the brief below. 
 
As part of its planned activities for the academic 
year 2021-2022, the first Promotion of the Staff 
Course of the Superior Military Academy, led by 
Colonel Abdoul Razack Ben Ibrahim made a study 
tour from January 29 to February 03, 2022 in Diffa. 
 
The students, accompanied by members of the 
management team, are composed of 26 Nigerien 
officers, including twenty- two (22) from the 
Nigerien Armed Forces, two (2) from the Niger 
National Guard and two (2) from the National 
Gendarmerie. The objective of this visit was to 
consolidate the theoretical knowledge acquired in 
order to better adapt it to the realities of the field. 
 
Upon arrival, the delegation paid courtesy calls to 
the Governor of the Diffa region, the Chief of the 
Komadougou Canton, the Sector IV Commander 
and the Defence Commander of Zone No.5. At 

the Sector 4 Command Post, the study tour was 
enriched with a number of activities aimed at 
completing the perception of the operational 
environment at the tactical level. To this end, the 
students got first-hand information of staff work 
at the Sector 4 Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) Operational Center. It was essentially 
the role of each cell in the tactical headquarters, 
the planning of operations, the writing of orders 
and reports within the Operations Center. The 
class had the opportunity to move to Chetima 
Wangou where the Advanced Tactical Command 
Post of Operation Koukori 2 was set up to 
practice the conduct and control of an operation 
at the level of the Joint Tactical Group (GTIA). 
 
In addition, the delegation made a series of 
visits to the units of Defence Zone No.5 (the 
1st Amphibious Company and the 2nd Niger 
Expeditionary Force), the Regional Commands 

Donation of food stuff to the population
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of the National Gendarmerie, the Anti-Terrorism 
Unit, the National Police and the National Guard. 
During the interactions with the leaders of these 
forces, the trainee officers were able to gain a 
practical understanding of the collaboration 
and coordination required between the 
SDF in the fight against armed groups. 
 
Finally, their stay in Manga of the 1st Staff 
Course, has provided the trainees officers with 
the necessary rudiments to not only command 
large military formations and lead tactical 
staffs, but also to feel the reality of the future 
responsibilities they will have to exercise at 
the end of their training for the benefit of the 
National Defence in a complex security context.

Due to the drop in the water level of the 
Komadougou River, an upsurge in Boko 
Haram Terrorists (BHT) incursions along 

the Komadougou-Yobéa River was noted 
in the vicinity of localities located south of 
the RN1 and bordering the Niger-Nigerian 
border. During the first week of February 2022, 
about twenty people were abducted, most 
of them women, in the vicinity of Boulagana. 
 
In order to reassure the population living along 
the Komadougou River, to prevent any large-
scale terrorist acts, and to drive the enemy 
out of its safe havens in Nigeria (Kamagumna, 
Jabulam, and Abadam), a military operation 
called Hirna 2 (courage in Fulani) was conducted 
from February 12 to 15, 2022, by Sector 4 of 
the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF). 

During this operation, the strength of a 
Battalion was engaged in the area between 
Diffa and the shores of Lake Chad. The 
patrols focused on locating, neutralizing and 
dislodging enemy pockets operating in the 
vicinity of the abandoned villages of Bagué 
Kiassa, Digaya, Boulayi, Boulagana, Jabulam 
and Abadam. Aerial bombardment, artillery fire, 
and interceptions were conducted on targets 
formally identified by surveillance vectors. 
 
At the same time, on Sunday, 13 February 2022, 
the troops supporting Operation Hirna 2 carried 
out civil-military activities for the benefit of the 
residents of certain localities. Thus, one thousand 
one hundred and eighty seven (1187) inhabitants  
were  targeted  for  the  distribution  of  rice, 
cooking  oil  and  salt.  In  the  same  framework,  a  
large quantity of fish seized at the Kajijiwa fishing 
ports was redistributed to the said population, 
whose contribution to the stabilization of the 
security situation remains essential. The results of 
this operation are very positive and are as follows: 
 

OPERATION HIRNA 2:

About twenty BHT were neutralized 
Two enemy AK 47s recovered 
Two magazines and forty-two rounds of 
7.62x39mm ammunition seized 
One Hundred and Forty-Nine (149) carts 
carrying Eight Hundred and Fifty (850) bags 
of fish from Lake Chad were intercepted and 
burned at the exit of Kajijiwa.

Weapons and ammunition recoveredTroops on clearance operations
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MNJTF:
Securing the Lake Chad Basin, Bringing Hope

As Islamist groups grew and 
expanded their operations during 
the 2000’s and early 2010’s in the 

Sahel, and the Boko Haram’s  insurgency  
began  in 2009, security forces across 
the region were increasingly directly 
challenged by these groups. These, 
prompted countries along the  Lake  Chad  
Basin,  including: Cameroon, Chad, Niger 
and Nigeria, in addition to Benin (although 
not directly bordered by Lake Chad, but 
felt the need to render assistance, since 
its neighbours are directly involved, 
joined the party), to coordinate against 
Boko Haram militants through The 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF). 
 
Their commitment to the force over the 
years has been inconsistent, with funding 
problems and a lack of synergy and  
intelligence-sharing  which hindered  its 
effectiveness, leading to Jihadists often 
regrouping  when  troops  withdraw. 
Groups  like  Jama’tuAhlis  Sunna 
Lidda’await Wal-Jihad (JAS), otherwise 
known as Boko Haram, and Ansaru 
were the most active and well known, 
until April 2015, when the MNJTF’s 
mandate was expanded to encompass 
counter-terrorism operations. 
 
Recall that in January 2015 while the 
insurgency  raged  on,  the  MNJTF 
headquarters  in  Baga,  Borno  State, 
Nigeria, was overran by militants of 
Boko Haram, who then proceeded to 
massacre local residents and destroy 
the town, displacing many citizens. At 
the time, only Nigerian soldiers were 
present in the Headquarters. It was an 
ignominious moment for the MNJTF, 
and indeed the contributing nations. 
 
Under President Muhammadu Buhari, the 
political process of expanding the MNJTF 
was given new strength and energy, 
which led to swifter progress, including 
the expansion of troop numbers and 
mandate, and the relocation of the 
Headquarters to N’Djamena, Chad. 
 
The MNJTF, after being authorized by the 
Peace and Security Council of the African 
Union in early 2015, and later recognized 
by the United Nations UN, has become 
a full-fledged  force,  carrying  out  its 
mandates  with  attendant  successes, 
leading to the neutralisation of scores 
and the surrendering of over 7000 
insurgent elements and their families. 

The use of non-kinetic, as well as  
psychological operations, via strategic 
communication by a host of partners 
have cumulated into these surrenders. 
 
The successes of the MNJTF is largely 
due to the pro-activity of Nigeria’s Chief 
of Defence Staff, General Lucky Irabor, 
whose strategies involves synergy with 
other security agencies and strengthening 
bilateral military ties, in addition to a 
resolve to seeing the end of insurgency 
not just within Nigeria, but the entire 
West Africa and the Sahel. This strategy 
has proven to be as potent as seen by the 
dwindling rate of insurgency in Nigeria 
today. His directive it is to clear remnants 
of hibernating ISWAP and Boko Haram 
fighters from the fringes of the Lake Chad. 
 
In  a  recent  interview,  the  Force 
Commander,  Major  General Abdul 
Khalifa Ibrahim, who is a real combatant 
and  a military  strategist,  said  the 
combination  of greater  synergy, 
cooperation, training and the injection 
of renewed enthusiasm is responsible for 
the successes in recent times.  
“All the Sectors have been effectively 
repelling attacks on their locations. 
We are able to track movement of the 
terrorists better, even across borders, 
and in December 2021, MNJTF carried 
out a big joint operation by Nigerian 
and Nigerien Sectors of the MNJTF.” 
 
“It was code-named Op SHARAN 
FAGE. It enabled us to go deep to the 
shores of the Lake Chad. Areas such 
as Asaga, Metele, Kangarwa  among  
other  places  were cleared. Nobody 
lives in those areas and they are not 
occupied by the criminals,” he added. 
 
For Dr. Abubakar Mohammed Sani of 
BRAVE-IT, there is a greater need for 
the MNJTF system to be expanded to 
include more sub-Saharan nations, as 
well as Mali and Burkina Faso, and so on. 
This is because it will be very difficult for 
the MNJTF countries to crush insurgency 
and other related issues if the terrorists 
still have  easy  access  to  logistics  
and manpower from Mali and Libya.  
 
“So the MNJTF should be expanded 
so that Africa will see this security 
challenge as a collective issue of 
concern. Recently, we have seen the 
insurgents attacking countries as far 

as Mozambique. But expanding the 
members alone won’t be enough. More 
resources will be needed,” says Dr Sani. 
 
The early scepticism in the International 
Community that the Force can deliver 
results, are now being neutralised by the 
many accolades the MNJTF is getting 
from  credible  institutions  like  the 
government of the United Kingdom, 
the African  Union,  the  United Nations, 
AFRICOM and a host of others, many of 
whom have strengthened military ties 
with the Force in other to boost the fight 
against insurgency. Certainly, the MNJTF 
deserves credit for boosting cooperation 
among the countries surrounding the 
Lake Chad,  which  effectively  stopped 
the advance of Boko Haram in 2015-
2016, made it split in several factions 
and, in the period from 2017 to 2019, 
was able to free civilians  in  areas  
controlled  by  the terrorist group and 
ensured the delivery of humanitarian aid.  
 
Political crises emanating from some 
parts of West Africa, leading to military 
interventions in Mali, Guinea and Burkina 
Faso,  definitely  will  pose  a  great 
challenge to MNJTF even as it has been 
able to liberate all territories within its 
areas of operations, leading to the return 
of thousands to their communities. 
There is, therefore,  a  greater  need  
for reinforcement, more so that French 
and other allied forces have pulled out 
of Mali, creating a vacuum which may 
overwhelm the country, thus providing 
a safe haven for Islamists to spread their 
campaigns to neighbouring countries 
around the Sahel. To achieve success in 
going forward, there must be a renewed 
commitment from Troop Contributing 
Countries to swell  the  ranks  of the 
Force  with additional  deployment,  while 
development partners like the European 
Union, the United Nations and others 
must in all sincerity step up funding and 
logistics for its operations. Lake Chad once 
one of Africa’s largest freshwater bodies 
and a source of livelihood for about 30 
million people, receding at over 90% of 
its original size since the 1960s, according 
to the UN. Concerned countries must see 
the need to do whatever it would take 
not just to end insurgency in the region, 
but to also save the lake and bring human 
activity back to full capacity.

By Lawrence Audu
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THE EFFECTS OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON 
TRAINING ACTIVITIES IN THE NIGERIAN ARMY

On 31 December 
2019, COVID- 19 
pandemic struck the 
world by surprise. 
The virus spread to 
almost every country 
and killed over 
4,290,000 people as 
at 9 August 2021. 
Nigeria witnessed 
outbreak of COVID 
-19 pandemic on 
27 February 2020 
which also affected 
the Nigerian Army 
(NA) as part of the 
larger society. The 
effects of COVID-19 

on NA affected most military activities particularly 
training. The suspension and closure of NA training 
institutions exacerbated the effects of COVID-19 
on NA training activities. In addressing the effects 
of COVID-19 on NA training activities, virtual 
learning/training with other measures under strict 
COVID-19 protocols were employed by most NA 
training institution. This however exposed some of 
challenges posed by COVID-19 pandemic to NA 
training activities that needed to be addressed. In 
addressing these challenges, a holistic approach 
was adopted taking a cue from other countries 
vis -a vis the peculiarities of Nigeria and NA 
contemporary operating environment. The purpose 
of this write up is to provide an executive summary 
of “The Effects of COVID-19 Pandemic on Training 
Activities in the NA” and present recommendations 
made in the paper. Further details are contained in 
the paper.

The major of effects of COVID-19 pandemic on NA 
training activities was caused by the suspension 
and closure of NA training institutions/schools 
in  Second Quarter of year 2020. This affected NA 
exercises, training activities and courses among 
others. The effects of COVID-19 pandemic on 
NAtraining activities resulted in increased backlog 
of courses, shortage of trained manpower, reduced 
operational effectiveness and damped troops 
morale. The effects of COVID-19 pandemic on 
NAtraining activities brought out the challenges 
that required to be addressed to reduce the impact 
of the virus on NAtraining activities.

The effects of COVID-19 pandemic on NA brought 
out some challenges in NAtraining activities. 
The challenges are partial implementation of 
virtual learning/training due to non- availability 
of standard virtual training facilities in most 
NA training institutions. Others include lack of 
comprehensive integrated training area which 

resulted in closure of most NA training institutions 
at the peak of COVID-19 pandemic. Another is the 
lack of contingency plan for pandemic outbreak in 
the NAtraining schools which left most NAtraining 
schools struggling to adapt in a pandemic 
environment. The poor rate of  vaccination  by  NA  
troops  was  also  attributed  to  the challenges 
posed by COVID-19 to NA training activities. These 
challenges required be adequately addressed 
by the NA to ensure the training of its troops 
continues uninterrupted.

The challenges posed by COVID -19 pandemic 
on NAtraining activities could be addressed 
through several ingenious ways. This is through 
full implementation of virtual learning/training in 
NA training institutions and schools to enhance 
training during pandemic outbreak. Improved 
vaccination of NA troops was suggested to boost 
troop’s immunity against COVID-19 to allow 
training in a pandemic environment.
 
Others are adoption of hybrid training system by 
the NA to accommodate large number of troops 
for training with limited effects from COVID-19 
pandemic. The provision of contingency plan for 
NAtraining during outbreak of pandemic was 
equally proposed to cater for NA training activities 
during outbreak of pandemic.

COVID-19 pandemic affected NA training activities. 
The effects and challenges of COVID-19 pandemic 
on NAtraining activities were brought out for 
necessary action by the NA. The challenges such as 
partial implementation of virtual learning/training, 
lack of comprehensive integrated training area, 
lack of contingency plan for pandemic outbreak 
and poor rate of vaccination affected NA training 
activities. Solutions such as full implementation of 
virtual learning/training in NA training institutions, 
improved vaccination of NA troops, adoption of 
hybrid training system and provision of contingency 
plan for NAtraining during outbreak of pandemic 
were proffered.

It was recommended that the Nigerian Army 
should:

• Ensure full implementation of virtual learning 
and training in all NAtraining schools.

• Establish proposed HTA in Jaji or Kontagora 
and replicate same in all DTS.

• Task AHQ DAT to come up with a contingency 
plan for training of NAtroops during outbreak 
of pandemic.

• AHQ DAPP to come with a policy that will 
ensure all NA troops are vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Colonel A Raji
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Offenses, crimes and all illegal actions 
committed in the digital world are included 
under cybercrime. Cybercrime is defined as all 

criminal offenses committed on telecommunication 
networks, in particular the Internet, while for lawyers, 
it is the criminal branch of computer science which 
is concerned with offenses that may be committed 
via computer or communication networks 
(telecommunication; broadcasting; smartphones).  
 
The online criminology dictionary clarified that it is a 
journalistic term that still has no legal definition and 
that its definitions come from the scientific world. 
In sum, Cybercrime encompasses different types of 
offenses which are strongly linked to information and 
communication technologies (ICT) and which also 
have economic damage. Thus it would cost in the 
United States 67 billion dollars per year and 750 billion 
euros per year in Europe (Review of the year 2012).  
 
To address cybercrime; efforts are mainly focused 
on three areas, namely: the development of IT and 
Telecom security solutions; ethics and legislation 
(texts of laws, international treaties, etc.). The objective 
of this work is to show to what extent cybercrime can 
influence the communication of information and 
consequently the entire economy of a country or 
even a continent.

Child of Troop: Mohamed Yacine

The impact of cyber crime 
on the communication of 

information between computer 
security and legislative 

protection:

The origin of the 
internet

The internet, a daily activity, but do we really 
know where it comes from?

The Internet is an international computer network 
of American origin. Constituting to date the largest 
network in the world, the Internet is accessible to 
professionals and individuals as well.

The internet originated from the Arpanet network, 
which was designed in the 1960s by ARPA (Advanced 
Research Project Agency) for the US Department of 
Defense. Originally, it was a cooperative network of 
computers allowing the sharing of data stored on 
remote servers, as well as the exchange of electronic 
messages (e-mails). A network for military use, Arpanet 
then gradually extended to American universities 
in the 1970s, notably the University of California at 
Los Angeles (UCLA) and Stanford University in Palo 
Alto, before being replaced in 1990 by the network 
intended initially for civilian research. In 1991, Tim 
Berners-Lee of CERN in Geneva developed the 
Internet interface called World Wide Web, which 
makes it possible to open the network to the general 
public by simplifying the procedures for consulting 
the sites. In January 1992, the Internet Society 
(ISOC) was born with the objective of promoting 
and coordinating developments on the Internet. The 
year 1993 saw the appearance of the first browser, 
supporting text and images. That same year, the NSF 
(National Science Foundation) mandated a company 
to register domain names.

From a technological point of view, Tim Berners-Lee, 
the inventor of the Web, created the W3C consortium 
(World Wide Web Consortium) in 1994, which aims 
to promote interoperability on the Web, i.e. the 
development of standards. For example, the W3C 
will propose in 1998 the XML standard (eXtensible 
Markup Language), which defines an extended 
markup language for the Web (see HTML language).
Today, the Internet allows anyone to access a multitude 
of data in various formats: texts, databases, images, 
sounds (MP3), videos, etc. It offers many services to 
professionals and individuals alike: booking a hotel 
in Asia, installing an advertising insert in the United 
States, consulting car manufacturers’ catalogs, 
placing orders, buying or selling property at auction, 
visiting museums, obtain official information, etc.
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To access the Internet, the user must have a 
computer, a dial-up telephone line (or, in the case 
of large companies, universities and other research 
centres that require a permanent connection, a 
dedicated line), a modem or a network card, an 
Internet connection kit consisting of access to a local 
network (the provider) connected to the Internet or 
a subscription to an Internet access provider (AOL, 
Wanadoo, Club-Internet, etc.). In addition, to “surf” 
the Internet, the user must also have navigation 
software (Netscape or Explorer being the best known) 
to help him browse the sites of the network, and 
possibly electronic messaging software allowing him 
to send or receive e- mail.

The information present on the Internet is most often 
published in pages in HTML (HyperText Markup 
Language) format. This format allows the introduction 
in the text of links to other pages or other sites, called 
“hypertext links”. These links allow to “navigate” in the 
Internet network. Another format tends to develop 
on the Internet: the XML format (eXtended Markup 
Language). In addition to the possibilities offered by 
the HTML format, the XML language alows to better 
structure information and to clearly separate form 
and content.

The large amount of information of all kinds sometimes 
makes navigation and quick research difficult. This is 
why some sites have search engines, tools allowing 
to launch a search by a word or an expression on all 
the Internet sites listed by this system, and thus to 
find the documents likely to contain the information 
desired by the user.

The Internet supports several protocols and services: 
FTP (File Transfer Protocol) for transferring files 
(downloading), SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) 
for electronic communication with other people 
(e-mail), NNTP (Network News Transfer Protocol) for 
sending and receiving public mail, HTTP (HyperText 
Transfer Protocol) for hypertext transmission 
protocol, Web for publishing news, etc.

To operate this vast network, the Internet implements 
communication protocols. The two basic protocols 
are TCP (Transmission Control Protocol) and IP 
(Internet Protocol). They are referred to as TCP/
IP. TCP recovers the information to be transmitted, 
IP transforms them into packets and delivers them 
to the layer responsible for transport (electronic 
component).

However, the rapid development of the Internet on 
a global scale is currently leading to a revision and 
evolution of these protocols, which are close to 
saturation.

Today, among all the networks, the Internet 
can be considered as the network specialized in 
information: its purpose is no longer, as originally, 
to transmit a few lines from messaging, but to 
exchange electronic documents, computerized 
data, economic information, diagrams, sounds, etc.  
 
In addition, thanks to recent advances in data 
transmission and compression, the Internet 
now provides access to increasingly immediate 
information. This is why there has recently been an 
exponential development of this network, with service 
companies and information producers cooperating 
to find new markets through the Internet.

In a few years, the notoriety of the Internet has gone from 
simple discovery to an explosion of services of interest 
to professionals and individuals. In the economic 
field, the Internet is a very first-rate tool, offering 
companies many interactive services: direct marketing, 
advertisements, commercial posters, tariffs, technical 
documentation, databases with high added value, etc.  
 
E-commerce has thus become a real sector of activity 
where the customer has the possibility, while staying 
at home, of shopping, booking a flight ticket or 
participating in a discussion on a particular topic with 
speakers from different country.
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MILITARY LEADERSHIP QUOTES

The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. Without 
it, no real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section gang, a 
football field, in an army, or in an office.      – General Dwight Eisenhower.

Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do something you want 
done because he wants to do it.           – General Dwight D. Eisenhower.

A true leader has the confidence to stand alone, the courage to make 
tough decisions, and the compassion to listen to the needs of others. He 
does not set out to be a leader, but becomes one by the equality of his 
actions and the integrity of his intent.          – General Douglas MacArthur.

Leadership is solving problems. The day soldiers stop bringing you their 
problems is the day you have stopped leading them. They have either lost 
confidence that you can help or concluded you do not care. Either case is 
a failure of leadership.            – General Colin Powell.

The most important thing I learned is that soldiers watch what their leaders 
do. You can give them classes and lecture them forever, but it is your 
personal example they will follow.          – General Colin Powell. 

Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and character. But if you 
must be without one, be without the strategy.      - General Norman 
Schwarzkopf.

To be an effective leader, you have to have a manipulative streak - you 
have to figure out the people working for you and give each tasks that will 
take advantage of his strength.            – General Norman Schwarzkopf.

Leadership is the sum of those qualities of intellect, human understanding, 
and moral character that enables a person to inspire and control a group 
of people successfully.            - General John A. Lejeune.

Since leadership is the key to the problem of maintaining control in war, 
the early selection of leaders is probably the most important military peace 
– time activity.         - Col AJB Bailey.

The greatness of a leader is measured by the achievements of the led. This 
is the ultimate test of his effectiveness.          - General Omar Bradley.

91



92

Fatigue is a great remedy and stupidity a precious resource. We live in a 
stupor that has the effect of a layer of cotton wool. As we only sleep at 
night with a constantly interrupted sleep, we are not wide awake during 
the day. And this state of lethargic automatism in which one remains is 
favourable to discipline, in conformity with the military spirit, useful for the 
good physical and moral order of the troops. 

Armed nations allow themselves to be led with docility. Military discipline 
trains them in obedience, and there is no fear of insurrections, disturbances, 
or tumults of any kind among them. When service is compulsory for all, 
when all citizens are or were soldiers, all social forces are disposed in such 
a way as to protect power, or even its absence, as we have seen everywhere 
in the world.

Amilitary commission to which a government sends important defendants 
never knows how to absolve them.

Natural courage is nothing without a strong military organization.

I understand that a woman loves military men, all military men, a regiment, 
an army because finally, in terms of military men; the more there are, the 
more beautiful it is; but I find it more difficult to understand that she 
chooses one, among all, to prefer it.

What is more pleasant to see than a military? It’s two soldiers.

What nonsense to have done away with military service without suppressing 
wars!

No wonder it was the military, forced to fasten their belts, who declared 
war on obesity.

In military medical tactical strategy, a sleeping general is not legally and 
hierarchically under the effect of general anaesthesia. 

How many men have died without having lived? The tragedy is not 
breathing one’s last breath, it’s not knowing to whom one has given it 
back and therefore to whom one can claim it to make a good impression 
on the Last Judgment.

We must not despair of imbeciles: with a little training, we can make 
soldiers out of them.

We must not hope that the abolition of military service will not increase 
the number of unemployed, our delinquents and our enemies.
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POEMS

Marte, she was the sunny side of desert dreams, 
Who once slept in the fortress of beauty, 
In the twilight cock crow of gunshots at dawn. 
Marte, woke up in a tattered pyjamas as pawn.

She, realised the ancient town of her cradle, 
No longer drink Kindirmo as breakfast with ludayi 
and wept that the richly loamy soil is bloody; 
and no longer the people’s right to cultivate, 
Seeds are watered from tears of crying mothers.

Restoring the old grandeur glory of Marte; 
Now, not a place of woes but a palace for foes, 
The awakenings of the good grey days of a town; 
Where laughter is sweeping away slaughter, 
A people’s rebirth with a new ancestral fragrance.

Brig Gen AJS Gulani 
Commmander 24 TF Bde 
Dikwa.

MARTE Restoration
I fight for you every day, 
For your safety and freedom far, far away 
Every day I fear that it may be my last, 
Looking at what was important to me in the past,
I choose this life,  to  fight;  
For  your  freedom,  your eternal right, 

It gets lonely out in this far distant land, 
I have nothing but my guns 
And boots full of sun and sand, 
I pray to God each and every night; 
That he may shield my soldiers, 
From this next fight into the Toumbous.

I live each day with fear of tears of death,
I never know when it will be my last breath, 
“Lets Move Out” says my commander; 
Always worried about what will happen, 
I get my camo-hamlet and my gunner, 
I ask myself, “How much more, before this is done?”
 
Bullets and RPG’s zooming past my head, 
I cant help but fear soon I will be dead, 
Each and every second of life I cherish, 
Because I never know when I will perish, 
Asound of gun shots all around, 
Bodies of young soldiers is all to be found, 

Bombs shattering the mud house apart, 
Mirror the pieces that are also my heart, 
Every dying soldier causes me to tremble, 
All the soldiers will start to assemble; 
The greatest gift I can give is to lay down my life; 
Oh! someone else may live.

All those young men who might not come home, 
Also left their family and children all alone, 
I’m here still safe and sound, 
My force still brace and bound, 
Rugged and dug in on own ground.

I pray for my fellow soldiers everyday, 
I ask the lord to reward them; 
For what they had to pay, 
Show mercy to all those who fell, 
“God, they have served their time in hell” 
I write this letter to you and to all, 
To tell you about myself 
And those who answered the call, 
Together we will get it done, 
Soon One Army One Nation as One;

I saw Sambisa falling!

I Saw Sambisa Falling
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